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PREFACE. 



^J^H E JabUs of Eibp bavt ahoays been 

efieemed the beft kjfons for youths as 

b^g well adapted to convey tbe^ mojt ufefut 

maxims,, in a very agreeable manner. Ac- 

cordingfyi many writers, both in verfe and 

profe, have endeavoured to clothe them in 

«n EaglWx drefi<. It ivouM B become the 

Author <^ this work to- animadvert upon 

their labours : but be thinks it may befaid 

vntb truth, and be hopes with modefty, 

that nothing of this kind, which has been 

publijhed in.profe, can jujily difcourage bint 

from the prefent undertaking. 

ht forming this colkEiion, be has w- 
deavoured to diftinguijb, by two feparate 
Books, the reJpeSive compofitions of the 
tar Iter and later mythologies i and be trujls 

as k 
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// will not be found that ^ be has often Been 
mijiaken in this diftribtitiony tho an error 
of that kind might perhaps appear of no- 
great iinportance. His principal aim ivas^ 
to feleSl fuch Fables as would make the 
Jlrongefi and moji ufeful imprejjkns on the 
' minds of youth ; and then to offer them in 
fock unqffeSied language ^ as might have- 
fame tendency to improve their Jiyle. If in 
this he fiiould be allowed to have at alljitc^ 
eeededy the work, it is prefiimeJ, will not 
be linfervtceable to young readers, nor wholly 
unentertaining to perfons of maturer jud^^ 
ment. 

Ti? thefe be has ventured fa add a third. 
Book, confijling entirely of original Fables 5 
and he offers it to the Public with all the 
diffidence ivhich ought to accompany modern. 
produSlions, when they, appear in conjunct 
tion*with writings of ejiablijhed reputa^ 
tion. Indeed, whatever hopes he has, that 
the prefent work may be favourably re^ 

ceivedy. 



PREFACE. vii . 

ceived^ arife chiefly from the confideratiorip 
that be has been ajfifted in it by gentlemen 
of the moji diftinguijhed abilities y and that 
Several^ both of the old and the new Fa- 
bles, are not written by himfelf but by 
authors ivitb whom it is an honour to be con^ 
neSled j and who having condefcetided tofa^ 
vour him with their ajijiance, have given 
him an opportunity of making fo?ne atone^ 
Mentfor bis own defeSis. 

^6e. life of Efop prefixed to the former 
editions ofthefe Fables^ having been thought 
notfo full and fatisfaSlory as it might have 
beeny a learned and ingenious friend has 
beenfo kind as to confult the ancient wri^ 
ters who have made any mention of Efop, 
He hopes he has added many faSis and 
anecdotes of his life^ not hitherto taken nO' 
tice of I and that he hasfet his charaSler in 
a clearer and better light than it has hi-^ 
t her to appeared. 

a4 ANEW 
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LIFE of E S O P. 

IN recording the lives of fuch perfons as 
have made thcmfelves remarkable only 
by their writings, and who fiourifhed at a 
very wide diftance from our own times -, the 
great difEculty, in general, is to coUeft fuf- 
ficient memorials : but in giving an account 
of Efop, there arifes a particular difficulty, 
from the many falfehoods which have been 
fo long and fo confidently afferted concern- 
ing him. I ftiall therefore firft endeavour to 
clear the ground from thefe; and then to 
collect from writers of good credit what may 
be related of him with more probability. 

The great diftorter both of Elbp's life and 
perfon, is one Planudesj an eaftcrn monk, 
who lived at Conftantinople *, toward the end 
pf the 14th century. He publifhed feveral 
Fables in Greek, under the name of Efop, 
and prefixed a life of him to his edition of 
them i in which hfi is fuppofed \ by very 
good judges, to have confounded the orien- 
tal fabulift, Lokman, with Efop j and to 
l^ave attributed what may have b^en true of 

■ Pabricius fays he floorifhed in the yea* 13.80, Bibl. 
'Graeca, Lib. 3. cap. 28* p. 6^^. 
. y Sale'*- Koran, p. 335. 

a 6 the 
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the former, to the litter. -Lokman •«<&-» 
ieribed as deformed j of a black complexiotH 
^hv thick lipsy and' fplav feett PlanudeA- 
hss i]iu£&\f(3rmedv his pbflurt of J^&p r and 
thcD^rciftsihdi^ beentoaready to folios his 
dcfcriptioD of him ^ alriioffc ever, finte^r. -Pia- 
audes, as lafuat, dbes thi^^irithouc any au« 
riibrity fitim the Greek and Roman writers^ 
▼ho paiecedcd hhn ^ and takes thci feme li** 
berty> i^ making £ibp; travel into 'Ailfrm 
and £gypt« He has- tiot^ ' only « abufeil hi% 
per£bn>-but reprefents< hiih more 'like an "idle 
bttffboni . than a 'man of deep morality, and 
gfeat wifdoni, which feems to have been his 
true charafter. Planudes is alfo • fuppofed 
loi have^w^rit^ many i^f the Fables himfclf^' 
ahvdi 5 he f;avc to t^e world as Efop>: and, 
mdoedy' his fiftioiis very often betray their 
anchor, who wasr a mean writer as well as a 
i^lie ohe. In the Fables he mak^s Eibp 
qaoce^ Euripides, who was not born till al* 
i;n|Qftl8o years dfter his death ; and fpeak^ of 
tbd.t.Birsitis as the port of Athifhs, which 

«^ Safe*iltotan;ij:335. - -' 

' Alfopy although a writer on the fide of Mr. Boyle, 
mthtif Ikmoiis difpnte with Dt. Bentley^ |M«ftttd a pfc- 
twpd pf &ibj| to his Fables, ia which he 19 repieliBffte4 
as a handfone perfo», 

. f * By 'Vavailbr ^ de lodiora di£iiooe, p. 2i» and Hen* 
ije-fiteveiit^ who liiJiisrTlielaoiiitLingiue.GnK5Brhair 
Mirer: 4iiot«d Us .Fid>Ies. fiayk. Art* Mi, Nptr.&. ' 
*k5 8itflf» In. *f. Note B. 

^*i)^myM^'^t^y Note K..^« .^^ 
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difi^not^xia: till; above So years later* !>&«' 
madcs: the xhetorician, i$ tine fubje£bof one^ 
of thiem 1 who ^as a rival of Deino^enes» 
aod^cpofisqi^encly livcc) above. 150 yeacsiafeeri 
Qbp ; /and in jthe moral of an^herf. bo goer 
fofSr ad. tQi:n»mion ^ the order of monksy 
whkh did oot fobfift till near a thoufand 
years after him* In the feme .manner^ in the. 
life of £iop, he .makes him go to the court 
of NiQ^anebus ^ in Egypt^ wbemis Nec^anc^^ 
bus li^ittiot reignithere till aco years ifcer^ 
wairds;: he carries him«:ltkevi(e to tl»t of 
king Lycerus at Babylon^ who never reigned 
there at all ; and indeed is only a king of 
bis own creation. 

From all thefe fiAions^ miftakes^ »)d ab- 
furdities^ when confidered t(^tber> itnmift 
iu&ciently^ appear, that Planndes ought to 
be Teje6:ed, as an evidence of no credit at 
all ; and I fhall therefore, in the fi^iomng 
account, lay hina entirely afide : together with^ 
Fhilofl:rarus*s tale of Mercury's vi(k toEbff,* 
Vftthe early part ;Of his life; and 'thofe 6thcr 
legendary ftories of his being engaged^ in 



^^ He tUoMsketlumqfewoRband 

&cq>tttie aile father tkaii the JMathea. Bayle^ Note 

•^ tMesiriacfs (}ife of Efop^ Azp, 8.A.i^i.ii«Bodi fli^- 
tioaed by; Bsfles ^Art^ .^; Notci C sad Hj^^fhwt 
^hotio9:qibteslfira»^o.aiicieiit mfUMr,-btk^t»1uw»!^ 
the title of a chapter. ^ a# -Ataiti^, kvm^iS iw 

^"" ' ^Na«b« 



fi^« nbueihec. Na«b« tytu 

two 
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two battles^ and writing two books, after he? 
\^as dead. 

' To leave thefe wiM' and vifioDary writers 
for fomcthing more certain^ it appears from 
authors of very good credit, that Efop flou- 
rifhed in the ^ time of the feven fannous lages 
of Greece: and ;iotwithfl:anding almoft as 
iftany ^ cotrfttries might lay in their claim for 
Kinff, -as there w^re cities which contended 
for being the birth-place of* Homer, he wals 
moft probably a native of Phrygia. Many 
authors affirm it, in general j and' one in par- 
ticular, fays, that he was born in "• Cotia2um> 
a- city of that pfovinre in the Leffer Afia. 

Efop was probably of low parentage j for 
thfe whole that wfe*hear of him ih hrs yooth is^ 
tPtat he was a" fliepherd's boy, and afterwards 
aflave. ' His firft mafVer, in that capacity, 

* .V . . • ; ^ 

•*'Laertius, in Chilo. 

i^ Maximitii Tyrki^naitits Sardis in Lydie^ for the* 
bJrth-placfrof'Efoo. Difs. 2a, And Phrygia. Difs.. 33 •< 

^ — jjulian, ;he ifland of SamoB. Orat. 7..^. 207, 

iSuidas. the ifland of Samos, &c.- The fchoJiaft of 

Ariftophanesv and Iferaciides (in Gronovias Thef. Gr«. 

Tom. 6. p. 2897.) Mefembria, a city in Thrace -* 

ite'd bdlide^ fevtral of the perfons. beifare mentioned, 
LiicW»« FhiseMros* AuUis Gellaosy and: Stobaus, ^eak 
of him as- a Phrygian. So that the weight of aut^o-' 
rity is ftiudi the:>noit )[>revalenr-for hu being horn fa 
Phrygia-} ^d if the accottntiof r.te proverb (menileneil 
pv xviii.) be true, that abone wouid make aii other au^ 
tlierities quite unoeceflary. 

.» SuidaW . ► , 
• pjiiloftratus;inthe.l2&o£^^laflii»iIift.56.fw 

ii^hi - ^- ' was 
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•was* Carefias^ of Athens- In that city he 
had a fair opportunity of learning the Gre- 
cian language in its perfe6lion : and there 
alfo he might be led to the thought of wri* 
ting Fables, from the mode of inftru£tion 
then in fafliion,, which was by conveyij^ it 
in moral fentences, or proverbs : and a F»» 
We(inEibp's manner) is nothing elfe but a 
^ry invented for that purpofe. It is a)fo 
feid (and I think with very good rcafon) that 
Efop chofe this method ^, becaufe his ftatioa 
as a flave would otherwife have weakened hia 
authority ; which defeft he was willing to 
fupply by the ftrength and beauty of his air 
Icgories. 

His next matter after Carefias was ^ Xan^ 
thus ; and his third, Idmon % firnamed the 
Wife, of the ifland of Samos. It was with 
the laft, that he had the famous Rhodopis 
for his fcllow-flave, according to Herodotus 
and Plutarch 5^ and according to Pliny % (he 

was 

^* Meziriac» ch. 2. from Aphihoaios^ Bayle calif 
Vm Carafiuflj a$ from Meziriac. 

P lbid..ch» 3. probably from Phzdras Introdi 

lo Lib. 3. ver*r33.» to 38* 

^ Suidas.: 
>•' So. Plutarch calls him; de fera numinis vindi^%, 
P- S6^> SS7* " " ■Hejwadonis calis kim Jadmon^ 
B»2* c* 134* 

■ Minimam ex his« (thfi pyramids of Fgypt) fed 

kiidatii&nam« a Rhodope meacncula hOtua, ^fopi, 

ikbalarom phiiofopbi^ conferva qaoodlimy St. contubcr* 

Aalis, lusec luiu Plin.. L. 36* c» i^*^ - ' 

. . . y Cipfttttberiiali^ 
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was bis mfr, :6r mate, dUfinjg his fcrvitu^fe 
thiiwt. It was the fame Rh^opis, "who af- 
tcfiiir^rd^ became fb telebratcdi ahd fo ex- 
trcffidly ? richi Wmoa ^&s fo mucK plcafed 
wi^b ihc hehttviourand "^ifddm of Efot>, that 
afw having been feme time in Kis Icrvicc, 
he* gave him " his liberty. 

£&p, after having obtained his freedoin> 
gradually acquired fo great a reputation^ 
that at length he was confidered as equal to 
the moft celebrated • of the fevcn fages 



Contubernali's fignified ofold tKe (wife^ or) mate, of 
a Have — Qualicunqae villico contobernalis mulier affig- 
nanda eft ; quas contineat cum, k in quibufdam rebas 
adjttvet. Coiumella* de Re Raft. L. i. c. 8««— Con- 
tubernaiis muHer propria dicitur fervi ; nam uxorU 
nomen in libera tan turn ponicDr. Scxvola, de iidei 
Com. Lib. Leg. Thais 45^ S. 15.— Contubernium pro- 
prie fervile connubiam. Pa»l. Lib. Sent. 2% c. 10; 

There is fome reafon to imagine they- were a re*» 
markably handfome couple : for as flie is iaid to have 
had her name from rhe beauty of her complexion^ 
(Polby Sc tfVTK ;) he feems to me to have had his from 
the particnlar iparkling of his eyes : {A^av, the fatnie 
cenie of a»Sa;» It 4h|/.) 

< She made a noble pre fent to tho temple at Delphi, 
from ihe tenth of her fabftance^ according to Herodo- 
tos ; and Pliny fays flie bnilt one of the famoos pyra* 
mids of Egypt. Nat. Hift. Lib. 36. c. 1 2. Herodo* > 
ttts (kyi, the pyramid afcribed to her was built long be* 
fore, bar time; and that tW flie was very rich» ihe 
could not have been able to fuftain the immenfe charge 
•f that biiildihg. B. t; ch. 1 34;; and 135* 

" MeziriaCto <£. 4. from the Scholiaft on Ariftppha* 
aes's.A^ea» HerodoeiHj andPlatarch. . ^^ 

"^ Mesiriac^ ^1^P$« ' ' •"• : 

:..... 10 Greece, 
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tsitjt^j ^Is. cpntempprmat^ £> that whtt 
H^^^v/^id of St!ertii|^iMs> peckarps: in his 
hu^fpus^W^^^ '^-ThjiM: he -was the efeh A ^ 
ofj|be*^ifc^icB/V«Hg)l^^ faid oFEfopP • 
v^fet^^^^jv wjFi tJiere miT 5fomc wha Vdry • 
mi^.,pf efe;r }|is fipianiitr of mftrudion 16 
that 01 the philofopbcrs jt^ mentioned ^; ' 
^^GP^^ood r^afons for their opiiNom He 
wa^^ivcll; ^<|i^inted with thoje gre» nien^ ^ 
P^fl4f^y^ Y^ith> Splon and Chilo. *He was ' 
^^'^ .^iA . t^ef» in the court^ of Peri* ^ 
ander^ King of Corinth> who himfelf was 
one of the number $ and in that of Croefbs^ 
Ki^g*f tydia, in his capital of Sardis* He , 
waif fliuch beloved • by that prince i and it « 
wai^jil hl% court that:£ibp Ihewed he had 
more^wLCdonii or at leaft more political wif-' 
donJi^teta'iiM of ,;hem, on the following; oc* 
cafioii^f Cri«fiis % after havii^ fccwn thefe* i 
£>gCJ^ the Qnagnificence of his court, and the 
vaftod&rof his riches, alkcd them, *^ Whom* 

*3w^ tit* ^,^ait. 3,. ^6. 

yJECopds iMcj. e .PhrygM fabula^r» kasdimmeric^' * -^ 
ispieaj{jB:)(|||ix^atoi^i.9«uin quae utilia. monttu laaiW ' 
^^c crant» :ho9 Tev^eji non imperiose^ pra^cepit Se Cen^ ^ 
A>^ uc Philc^lib mosefti fed feftivos dcledat^lef. 
^'^^ ^fOtoaos commenfcus, rc$ ialsbricer ac pcofpicieaw 
^ ^jynUJverfai,. in mentes anim^qae hominom c»m^ -^ 
i^diei(4r i^Qa4am illecebrS iodiixiu lAnlttS' Gellitti, 

• fenV thicbec ^b^« Cro^sf ; Ploiardi'ii Coiiinrium' - 

•^P«?t. ,.,^^ ^;,' r .'- ■ ■ •', •' .i . • •' • " 

^ Mezirlac, ck. 5,— rl«tardi In th« lifted Solotu ** 
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they thought the happicfl: man ?*' Some oF j 
th/em named one> and ibme another ^ Soloi> i 
(whom I think without injury we may look | 
wpon as fuperior to all the reft) in- his anfwcr* 
gave two inftances. The firft was that of 
one Tellus,. a. poor Athenian^ but of greae 
virtues;, who had eminently diftinguifhed 
himfelf by his care and education of his fa— 
miiyx and at laft loft his life in fighting for 
his country : the other was of two brothers, 
who had given a Very remarkable proof of* 
their filial piety, and were In reward for it 
taken out of this life by the Gods, the very* 
night after they had peitormed/o dutiful aiv» 
aftion :: and concluded, with adding> that he- 
had given fbch inftances,. becaufe no one 
could be pronounced happy before his death.. 
Efop, who was one of the company, and 
percelvcd.that the King was not weli fausfied- ^ 
with any of their anfw^rs, being aflced the 
fame queftion, replied^ " That for his part 
he was perfuaded that Croefus had as much 
pre--eminence in happinefs over all other men,. 
as the fea has over all the rivers." The King 
was fo much pleafed with this compliment,, 
that he eagerly pronounced that fentcnce,, 
which, afterwards became a common pro- 
verb, "The Phrygian has. hit the mark !'* 
Soon after this happened, Solon took his 
leave of Croefus 5 and. was difmiffed very, 
coolly. Efop, on his departure,, accom- 
panied him part of his journey > and as they 

were 
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were on the road, took an opportunity of 
faying td him, ** O Solon, either wc muft: 
not fpeak to kings, or we muft fay what will 
plcafe them.** '* On the contrary/' reph'cd 
Solon, '* we fhould either not fpeak to kings^ 
at all, or we Ihould give them good and ufe- 
ful advice *"/' So great was the fteadinefs' 
of the~ chief of the fages, and fuch the court-' 
linefs of Efbp* 

. Meziriac, in his life of Efop S fecms>, 
like a true Frenchman, to be plcafed with 
him for this inftance of his^complaifance. He* 
fays, that ** his rcfidirig in the court of fov 
mighty a king^s Crcefus, rendered hirrt more 
polite than mofl: of the other philolbphers or 
his time ; more compliant with the humour 
of princes ; and more reconciled to monar- 
chical government/' Efop gave another in«^ 
ft^Kie of the latter, in a vifit which he made- 
to Athens 5 foon • after Pififtratus, by his. 
atufices praftifed on the people, had attained 
the higheft point of his ambition, and made 
hinrfdf mafter of his country. The people^ 
repented of what they had done> and began 
to murmur :* Efop, on this occafion, inftead' 
of inventing a FaWeto fhew Pififtratus how 
glorious it would be for him to reftore li- 
berty to the Athenians, compofed one to. 
pwfuade that people to fubmit quietly to thc; 

« Plutarch's Life of Solon* 

«* Chap. 5« 

« f hasdrus^ Lib* i. Fab* z, 6* 

power. 
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|iei^f' whkrh he had ufurpcd over thcmi'^J'-^ 
w Oii€ of the firft of thofc whifeh Phs^c^ :^ 
kte tranflated fit)m Eibp. la his intrcxf^^*- 
Ifoii to* it,, Phardrus. * intimates that Pifi^i^i^ 
tos- was. a good prmtrc j and it is very tfc,- 
l3iat in his adminiftration ' he was. not a hniZ 
0ne r b»t had not Efop bc«n f6 well rccbn - 
ciled to monarchical government, as Meziri«> 
thinks^ and as Plutarch * proves, he was ; '^-^l. 
would naturally have taken the part of \ ; 
cnfldvcd pcopk, rather than that of their ^/:- 
Haver*. 

Efop>. however, in all inHances where coun ^ 
and the matters of them were not concerned, 
feems to have gone as far in the purTuit o 
wifdom as any of the fagcs. When * Chilo 
one of the: feven^ aflced' him, while yet but 3^ 
young man, " What God was doing ?" Eibp 
immediately anfwered, " That he was dc- 
pEefling the proud, and exalting the hum- 
ble :" an anfwer which Mr. Bayle calls ^ 
wonderful;, and defcancs vcny^ kirgely uport. 
ic Btenoarkabte too was his ide»: of the 
miiecies of mankind,, as appears^fiiom an ob-« 
fervadon.he frequently made *, " That iPro- 
metheus^ having, taken earth to. fbrmmaa* 

^ PhsedrotSy Lib. u Fab. 2^ 7.. 
t Plutarch, in his Life of Solon*. 

* Iti'thiB little difpute between hun^and Solon at the- 
banquet of the Sages, p. 151 tC. &£•. 

* Laertias, Art. Chilo. 

'^ Bayle, Art. JE(. note L. 

' Meae. chap. 6* FromThemifllat: Orat. ta. 

kind, 
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Icir A tempered and moiftened it» not; wix^ 

wa cr, but with tears," From thi^ little ljpc.o 

cir^n of his fentimcats und rpfkdixm^ f QAfi 

car lot but regret our not having a grie9«A 

jiuinber of them prefcrved to us, ; ' Hi.i 

I^fop dedicated his fervices, lit the laft^i 

j)ar of his life^ to Croefus i and after foo^ 

other embaflies or employs* was fent by tha6 

monarch " to the city of Delphi, with a large 

f 1 of money, in order to offer magnificent 

i' ifices to Apolk), and to diftribute "" foau' 

minx of filver to each citizen. During bis. 

rcfidcnce anaong xhcm;, he conceived fo great 

a diflike to the manners and morals or the 

Oelphians, and fpoke of their mifconduft 

with fo much freedom, that he extremely 

provoked them. Among other things, he 

reproached them with having fcarcely any 

^ Hift idea in ^ektioii to proper relaxations of die 
Silnd, is exprefled in the ftrong oriectal way byPhas* 
dm, io the fourteenth Fable of his third Book : and 
Ite Miakes him fpeak with a great air of authority oi 
another occafion } where he reprefentt him at wifec' 
than all the people of Athens taken together: 

O fi maneret conditp fenfas patri 

Qaam graviter ferret, quod vol untatem foam 

Interpretari non potuiffent Attici i 

Lib. 4. Fab< 4« 

" Scholiaft on Ariftof haDe2!*s Wafps» ven 1437^ a^d 
Plotarch, on the Certainty of the Pivine Veageanee, 
^n^xieferred, torn ii« p. 557. ^ .. 

* Twelve poondd a ' man ; the filver mina being 
twelve ounces, or three poonds of onr money ; accor- 
4bg to Ainiwortfa. 

• arable 
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arable land; and obfcrved, " That were 
iiot for-the great concourfe of ftrangers, an 
the vaft offerings made in their temple, the 
ivould foon be reduced to the extremity 
hunger/* Not fatisfied with offending the 
In words, he proceeded to deeds ; for ha- 
ing performed the facrifices in the mann* . 
that Croefus had ordered, he fcnt back tl f 
reft of the money to the city of Sardis, a.; 
judging the Delphians not worthy to partake 
•of the king's liberality. This irritated them 
againft him to fuch a degree, that they cor- 
fulted how they might be revenged ; ar 
accordingly entered into a confpiracy to tal : 
away his life by a notorious piece of villain/. 
They hid among his baggage one of ** tLv 
golden veffels confecrated to Apollo; an J. 
foon after Efop was fet out on his return, they 
difpatched meffengers after him, who over- 
took him in his way to Phocis, charged him 
with the theft i and on fearching, produced 
the veffel which they themfelves had procured 
to be fecretly conveyed into his baggage. 
Upon this pretence they immediately drr 
him to Delphi, throw him into prifon, accul.* 
him of facrilege, and fentence him to be pre- 
cipitated from the rock flyampia; whic»: 
was their ufual punifhment for facrilegioii 
perfons. As they were on the point of thro\v - 
ing him down the rock, he obtained leave t^^ 

P Arifloph. and Thcraclides, in Gronov. Tkef. G. . 
torn. 6. p. 2830. 

lpca'< 
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^pcak in his defence; and delirered, in His 
ufaal manner^ a Fable. Ic» was that of the 
Eagle ^ and the Beetle ; the purport of which 
was to flicw, ** That the weakeft may fome- 
•times procure vengeance againft the moft 
powerhjl, when greatly injured by them :" but 
the enraged De^)hians paid no regard either 
to his Fable, or its Moral* Thty only in*^ 
<reaied their clamours againft him; and 
DRithout any mercy hurried him down the 
precipice* However, Heaven, (as the old 
imtcrs obfervc) did inflift that vengeance 
on the Defphiahs, which he had thus, in a 
ibrt of prophetic fpirit, foretold. Their land 
was rendered barren ; and they were afflifted 
with many ftrange diftempers, for feveral 
years afterward*. In this diftrefs they con- 
sulted the oracle ; and were anfwered, that 
all their miferies were owing to the unjuft 
condemnaition and death of Ffop. In con-^ 
fequence of this -anfwer, they caufed a pro- 
clamation to be made by found of trumpet, 
at fome of the moft public feafts and general 
meetings of the Greeks ; that " whoever 
bore any relation to Efop^ and would demand 
fatisfaftion for his death, was defired to come 
and exad: it from the Delphians, in what 

^ Mentioned by the Scholiaft on Anftoph. in Pace 
V. 177, and Vefp« 1437. That Scholiaft gives ii» the 
Fahte itfelf, in a manner a good deal different from the 
modern way of telling the iUury.; but I ihould imagine 
not in fo good an one« £ibp pnobaUy told it hia)&lf. * 

mannqr 
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itfMiier he pleafed.'* There was none who 
pretended to an^r right in this affair, till the 
third generation : \vheB a Samian appeared^ 
named Idofon ' s a grandibn af that Idmon^ 
who had been mafterof Efop, in the ifland 
of Samos : and the Delphi ans, having made 
him the fatisfadicm he defired, were deli'irer- 
ed from their calamities. ' 

Accofjding to Eufebius, the death of Elbp 
happened in the • fourth year of the fifty- 
fourth Olympiad i which was 561 years be- 
fore the Chriftian iEra. 

If we were to follow probability rather than 
the aflertions of fome writers in the lower 
ages, I fhould be more apt to think that Efop 
was of a handfome countenance and fliape, 
than ugly and deformed; notwithftanding 
the general prepofleffion to the contrary^ 
which has prevailed for the three or four lait 
centuries. There is no author quoted as fay«« 
ing any thing to the difadvantage> of Efop's 
peribn, till after the fall of all the arts and 
fciences -, and almoft a thoufand years after 
his death. The firfl: writer quoted in fup**^ 
port of this groundlefs opinion is Stobasus % 
who has it from I don't know whom $ and 
what is laid by this unknown perfon, relates 

' HerodotQi ; and Plotarch* deferi naminU vindifla. 

• Bayle, Art. JEf. Note C. Meuriac fays, die firfl of 
tlie fifty*f<Huth Olympiad, chap, vi, 

t Efop died 561 years before oar ^ra, and Stobaeits 
{according tt> Blair's Tables) Kved ia tbe beginning of 
she fifth cenittiy after Ckrift* 

only 
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ooly to the air of Efop's ** countenance 9 for 
there is not a word intimated o£ his re- 
sembling an Echiop, or of his being deform^ 
ed in any part of his body. Planndes waft 
thefirft who propagated any fancies of thift 
latter kind ^ and that probably from his tak- 
ing "^ another perfon for Efop ; and not till * 
about two thoufand years After the death of 
tlus celebrated mythologift. There is no oc- 
t:afion to oppofe this notion of Plantides by 
learching for any exprefs authorities againft 
iiim J it having been fo fully proved before^ 
that he has totally deftroyed all his own cre- 
dit himfelf. 

Philoftratus, in his ^ account of fc vera! pic- 
tures in the time * of the Antoninfes, gives us 
one, in which Efop is the principal figwe. 
The painter reprefents him before his owa 

* He fays^ that Efop being reproached for having a 
ibor coantenance, anfwered, " Regard not my looks^ 
^t my niind.'' This anonymous authority from Sto- 
^xus, I ihould think might be much over-balanced by 
that of Philoflratus, who lived long before Stobaeus $ 
^nd in his pi^ure of Efop gives him a pUaJing coun^ 
^inancif even wHifle he' is meditating. ** O^ oi/m^i Tir« 

'««!« TD^ ^( erJ2>?» Tttio ^*J^»7ir• Oi^r • ^uypap^, oli «» 
7*ry fAuBifp ^povli^i^ ayft/xgyq; nui "^v^^ h^fittu Phil* £»ii. y\ 

» See p. xi. 

' He flouriihed 1941 years after the death of Efop* 
See note *, p. xi. 
. ' See pp. xii and Jtiii, . * 

* In Icon. Art% Mt/^o*- 

* From the year 138 to 179 of cor iEra. 

b houfei 
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h6ufe 5 thiM-e the Geniiifes ^ of the fevcral 
forts of Efopian Fables Approach him with 
jpieafure and regard, as the chief inventor and 
ivficef of Fables. As fuch they adorn him 
with wreaths of flowers, and crown him with 
olive-branches. He has a pleaGng fmile 
upon his countenance; and at the fame time 
his eyes are fixt upon the ground, as being 
then compofing a Fable j and compofing it ^ 
with that humour and gaiety for which he 
was fo remarkable. There are feverai men, 
and feverai beads intermixt, that form a fort 
of circle round him ; and among the latter, 
the Fox is particularly diftinguiflied j Efop 
making as much ufe of him in his Fables, as 
the draniatic writers do of Davus in their 
Comedies. There* is a .great deal of fcnfe % 
(fays Philoftratus) expreft in the pifture in 
general ; and particularly, in the looks and 

^ There were, probably, three of thefe Geniufes ia 
the pidlure ; the Efopian Fables being divided into three 
forts. *• The rational, in which Men only are intro- 
daced ; the chara6i:ered, where only Beads, under cba* 
rafters affigned to them ; and the mixt, in which both 
' Men and Beafts are concerned." From Apbtkonius, in 
Fraeexercitam : one of the Teilimon • in Nevelet's edition. 

The Genius of each fort of the lefler Fables is made 
to attend £fop here, as perfons ; in the fame manner 
that the Genius of the greater, or Epic,. Fable attends 
Homer, in the famous relievo of his Apotheofis. 

<^ This feems to be the intent of the painter, tho' 
Philoflrattts gives another turn to it. Oiost o ^uy^(i(p^, 
fays he, oli ui r&.'i> f^v^uv ^^ili^e^ ccntfAttv^ rm^ 4^x^^ ^fovlai. 

attitudes 
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attitudes of the three Geniufes, that arerpay- 
iog their regards to him. 

In this pi<^ure the countenance of Efop is 
very well reprefented> as partly plcafa/it and 
partly grave i but Plutarch has given us a 
much fuller and ilronger picture of his 
thoughts and manner of converfation. 'Tis 
in his Feaft of the Sages, at the court of Pe- 
riander King of Corinth, who himfelf was 
one * of the fevcn. As this is perhaps one 
o£ the moft valuable remains of antiquity 
that is left to us, and as Efop has a confi- 
derable Ihare in it, I (hall take the liberty of 
infertiog it very much at large j though it 
will bear no proper proportion to the reft of 
his life : but I think it cannot be unacceptable 
to the, reader; and heartily wilh, that the 
whole was tranQatcd into Englifh by fome 
abler hand. 

Periander, while the reft of the wife men 
were all in his court, invites them, and fe- 
veral ^ others, to a feaft in one of his pleafure- 

houfes, 

* TKe other fix are Thales, Solon^ Cleobulas, Chi« 

' io» Bias^ and Pittaciss : to whom^ fays Laertiu«> fome 

add Anacharils the Scythian, Mu(b the Kenean, Pere- 

eydes the Syrian, Epimenides of Crete, and Pififlratus 

the tyrant of Athens. In proem. § I3. 

' Beiides Periander, and the fix Sages (firH mentioned 
in the note before) there were Efop, and Anacharfis 
the^cythian ; MelifTa, the wife of Periander ; Ecmetis 
her attendant, daughter of Cleobolus, one of the Sages, 
and herfelf fometimes called Cleoboline, or the Little 
Female Sage : Naucratites (alfo called Niloxenus) fent 

b 2 . to 
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houfes, near the city of Corinth, where he 
was to make a * particular facrificc to Venus. 
It was at the foot of the Licasunn, or eaftern 
prontibntory of the Corinthiafn Ifthmus ; a 
place naturally very delightful *, and much 
affifted by art : for Periander was a * lover of 
magnificence; which, together with his b^- 
ing a tyrant, may poffibly account for Lu- 
cian's ^ excluding him from his Elyfium. 
Periander ordered a chariot for each of the 
invited guefts, to convey them to the place. 
When that which was provided for Thdles 
arrives, be fmiles j is very much obliged, but 
choofes to walk through the fields. He does 
fo ; and two ^ other of the guefts accompany 
him. In their walk, they meet with Alexi- 
demus, natural fon of the tyrant of Miletus, 

to confult Bias^ and his brethren^ by Amafis Kio'g of 
Egypt ; Mncriphilus, from Aihens ; Diodes, a pried 
and attgur, in Pcriander's fervice; Ardalvs, pricil.of 
th^ temple of the Mufes, founded by one of his ancef- 
tors ; Chcrfios, a poet ; and Cleodemus, a phyfidan. 

8 P^irnder had left off paying any devotions to Ve- 
hus, ever fitice his mother had put an end to her life for 
love ; and this was his iifH return to thetn, uponiom^ 
dreams of bis wife MeliiTa. XyUnddr*s Plutarcb^ fel, 
vol. 2. p. 146, D. ^ ^ 

^ P^ufaoiae, in Corinthiacis. 

* Plutardi, p. 148, B. 

^ Ludan/aysj. he faw Anadiarfis, Zamplxes, NamSj 
Lvcrifgus, Pbodon, and Tcllijs^ in Elyfjum; •• tfnd 
all the feven iJages, except Periander*" Tpm I. p. 
674* Ed. Blflcu. 

. ^ Diodes y the prieil and augur; ftnl NaucratSir^, 
th^ cmbaiTador from Amafisi King of. Egypt* 

9 returning 
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rtturning from the villa, in a very great heao 
A place it leeixts, at tbc loweft table, had 
been afljgned for him 5 and he.could,not bcw 
to fit beneath *^^olians and Wanders,.. aji>4 
" people that, nobody knows." They pafs 
him, and laugh at his folly. When they come 
to the dining-room, Thales aiks aloudj 
" Which was the place his countryman had 
refufed ?" and when it was ftiewed to him, Iit3 
down, in it. Efop opens the coqvcrfation .; 
and in order to ridicule the behaviour of 
Alexidemus, begins with telling a Fable of 
the arrogant Mule mortified. After the ta- 
bles were cleared, and garlands diftributcd 
to each of the guefts by Meli0a, the wife of 
Pcriandcr^ Anacharfis fays fon^thing, a little 
fcvcrcly, on the Grecian fafliion of ufing 
mufical inftruments in their worlhip of the 
Gods: and as this might have produced too 
ferious a debate, Efop turns it off " with a jeft. 
One of this venerable company was Nau- 
cratites, fent by Amafis King of Egypt, to 
f^onfult Bias, and the other wife men, . on a 
letter he had received from the King of 
Ethiopia. It was a cuftom amongft the learn- 
ed in thofc days, to fend * wife fentences, 

and 

• ' .. , ' 

* A»oKtK» ^ Mi^kvla^^ le^ r»*^. Plotarch, p. 148^ Ft 
■ Plutaijch, p* 150, Ei J ., 

* The tafle of the knowing, in Efop's tioie^ wa$> tD 
ftudy rtttes/for the condu^iof life; and to make wife 
fentences,- pr proverb^, for the fame piirpofe« At their 
tables^ they often put queftions of this fort to be an- 

b I fwercd 
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and pu2zUng qtieftfons, to one another j and * 
this intercdurfe was tarried on even between 
perfons of difFerent nations. This letter was 
of the latter kind j and required Amafis to • 
drink up the fea. It is read, and the ^ dif- ' 
ficulty evaded by Bias. Cleodemus, the phyfi- • 
cian, fpeaks very juftly againft thefe difficult ' 
and puzzling queftions ; but is as unkind in ' 
fpecifying, " That they were like Eumetis's ' 
riddles, and fir only to be played with by- 
women.'* Eunieti« (who was ptefent as ian ' 

fwered ieverally^ by as many as chofe to do it. They 
aUb fent moral qaeftions^ from one kingdom to ano- 
ther; and fometimes puzzlings or enigmatical ques- 
tions to be refolved. The letter fenc by Amaus to 
Bias' was one of the latter kind ; and the queflion pro«- 
' pofed after it, of the former: the words of the letter 
are thefe : 

'E?ktp»tlivn9 »voryi9»i» Txiil^A^iyof «ii it;^^^ ear^vtjjLVt Nf (Xo^s- 
roir* »^t' ^n ^iXo(( 0'oi( 9} ttoXilaig yfyscdou cro^ ^[AUff tf raiA» 
Ku^ivatu Plutarch^ 151, C. 

Thefe ftuzziing^ queftions» though much inferior ta- 
the other lort, were not a corruption of them in thefe 
times ; but of the greateft antiquity, as we find by the 
contention between Homer and Heiiod ; (Plutarch in 
Conviv. Sap. p. 154O and the riddle, which Sarofon 
p^ts to the- Philiftines, fti4i yeara before our ^ra 
(Judges xiv. 14.) 

J^ <^^ilm rm A»9ioiri« (/ays Bias) ret tfjiSa^09ia^ tig 
rm viA»79) <ro]acfA«»( itn^nv, tag ctvlog tKVini rv* fvacttw 
^ot?iaav»w' irifH ravifig ymf to iV&HyfMi yiyiM9f « ruit vftfov 

f«-Q/»W9K* PlUt* 151, C« 

attendant 
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attendant <on MelifTa^ and was a lady of the 
greateft fweetnefs, modefty, and wifdorh) at . 
firft feemed inclined to anfwer him ; but re- 
ftrained herfclf, and blulhed. Efop, with ' 
great good-nature, faved her from part of 
her confufion, by making a jeft upon the 
phyfician and his praftice; and by that means 
called off the eyes of the company from her 
to him ^. Pcriander t^en defires each of 
them to contribute fome wife fentence for the 
benefit of Amafis and the company. Solon, 
Bias, Thales, Anacharfis, Cleobulus, Pitta- 
cus, and Chilo, gave each of them a piece of. 
advice for kings ; and Periander being prcft 
to add his, faid, ^ That the fentences which 
they had given, were almoft fufficient to de- 
ter any man of fenfe from reigning." Efop, 
on this, fpeaks of the civility due to princes;- 
digreffcs into a little difputc with Solon about 
the pireference of monarchical to republican 
governaient ; but for fear it {hould grow too 
ferious, foon turns it off (in his ufual way) 
'vith a piece of humour. Naucratites then 
refumes his bufinefs, and mentions ' fome 
other queftions froni Amafis, which are an- 
fwered by Thales. As the meffenger from 
Amafis had now difpatched all his orders, 
Mnefiphilus the Athenian propofes to the 
company % that as they had before givea 

: I 

*i Plutarch, 152, D» 
» Ibid. 153. 
» Ibid. 154* C. 

b 4 their 
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their thoughts of what might ht trfeftl to 
kings, they wottid now giTe them, as to what 
ihigbrbc beneficial to tommonweakhs * ; and 
tek^ Sages fpeak each on this fubjcft, ii> a fen- 
ten tkjus maftner. ' 

Then Diddes, 'the pricft and augur of 
J^eriander, propofes " that they nrtay fay fomc- 
thing, on the government of a houfc and fa- 
mily ^ finceeach of the<ompany prefent bad 
a houfe to govern* " I deny that," fays 
Efop,. " for Anacharfis here has only a ^ 
cart." Anacharfis anfwcrs him in his ufuat 
grave and folld manner, and defires that his- 
anfwer to him may at the fame time pafs as 
his ' club toward what was propofcd •b3r 
Diodes^ The reft of the Sages give their 
fenttnces*, or fentiments,. leverally> on the 
faove fuibje<5i:. 

Here Meltfla asd Eumetb ^ withdrawn 
the com.pany falls into a mixt convcrfation ;. 
and Efop, who had been blamed himfclf be- 
fo3?e for a digreffion from the fubjeft then la 
hind, tells them a * Fable of the Wolf and 
Shepherds,^ to fliew that they themfclves 

» ttntsrcR, 1^4:, D and E» 

« Ibid*. 155, A. 

^ Anachar£s was a Scythian ; and that people had 
no fixt habitations i but lived in a fort of waggons* to 
ihifc their places of abode whenever they chofe to do fo» 

^Vfj^0}(?wf4.a4* Plutarch, p« 1551 &• 

y Plutarch. 155, D. , 

* ibid. 155, A. 

were. 
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>rere. bow guilty of the fam? fault. Soon 
after this^ * the fuJi>j>6i:;^ occooomics is tg^ 
fiuped; and Cleobujus beiog^ aflcedy ^hat it 
a competency ? begins: with m^ritipning alii 
old vulgar ilory, about making a coat - for 
the xzioop ; and a Fable of EfQp% On a Dog's 
contrafting himfclfia winter, and extending 
himfdf in fummcr : and this enquiry about a 
competency, leads them into ^ a fuller confi- 
deration of temperance and aliments, 
. In the clofe of this> Gorgias, the brothcrof 
Pcriarider, comes in from a voyage ; and 
gives an "" account of the wonderful prefer*, 
vation of Arion, by the Dolphins, who car^ 
ried him to Ihore, when flung into, the" feat< 
Efop ** (whether in jcft or fcriou(ly>) does. 
not feem to believe it : Diodes, in anfwcr to^ 
him, refers to the prefervation of Phi'yxus 
and Hellci and Solon fays, " Thefe things 
are above our reach, and muft be left to the- 
Gods/' Several other ftories * are told of 
pcrfons aififted by Dolphins j and Anacharfis 
reafons, (as is his way,) very gravely ind , 
finely, upon Providence. On their enquiry's 
growing too nice, and particular, and Efop's 
quoting feveral verfes out of Homer, Solon 

* Plutarch, 157, A* 

* Jbid, 157 to 160. 

* Ibid* 160 to 162. 

uutfuvHat, Plutarch, i62> B. 

* Plutarch, p. 163. 

b 5 takes 
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takes hold bf that opportunity to quoce ar 
verie of Momer too, to put them in mind of 
its drawing toward bed -time. He ^ then, 
propofes a facrifice i which they perform, 
an^ depart. 

It appears tipon the whole, from what is* "^ 
recorded by Plutarch on this occafion, thscr 
Efop's converfation confifted of a mixture of" 
humour, wit, mirth, and good-nature; and 
the adapting, of making of Fables upon the 
fpdt, as occafions arofe : and immediately af- * 
ter the perufal of this piece, it firft came int?Oi* 
my thoughts, that Efop was perhaps a maRf 
as full of wit and humour as our celebrated 
Dr. Swift J for he fcarce ever fpeaks without 
exercifing one or other of thofe talents. He 
might poflibly have been as ^ fatirical too> 
tho' in a more gay and lefs difobliging man- 
ner t and, indeed, his good-nature is pointed 
out as ftrongly as any part of his charafter *. 
His wifdom itfelf was gay and cheerful ; and 
it was for that very reafon, that he ias been 
fo often preferred to all the feven Sages of 

f Platarch, p. 164. 

8 Platarch, in the entrance on this rubje£b> fays, there 
had been falfe accaonts pubiilhed of it ; and propofes 
bis as a true one. 

■ ** K«i Aio-WTtaqf om» cXtfxltxog t^, &C. PI lit. 

p I ^2. — Derifor poti^Sj quim deridendus Senex* Phsed. 
lib. ). fab. i4,— For a remarkable ioftance of his hu- 
mour, very like Dr. Swift, fee the fanae, lib. 3. fab» 5. 
* In his refcuing a lady of fo charming a charadler as 
Eametis from her confufion, p. 152, D. 

Greece. 
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Gctcsce. He was free and opea in his dif- 
codrfe: for he fpeaks frequently; and tho* 
ttoe were fo many in company ^, and fo 
njany of high rank and figure, he has (in. a. 
iBanner) the firft and kft word in their con- 
vcrfation. Plutarch too confirmis what hgs 
hccn obferved * by others; that he wfis very 
free in iiuern^ixing his Fables>.even in themoft 
common and- familiar parts of bis difcourfe. 

I have" already meotioned the reafon why 
Efop niight choofe to write Fables : and 
boi^ he certainly was not "" the inventor, 
\t excelled all others fo greatly in that way 
Qa' writing > that he has generally ** been re- 
garded 

^ See note ^, p. xxvii. 

* In particnlar, by Prifcian. See below, note ®. 

^ P. XV. 

'^ Prifcian mendons Arckilochus as a writer of Fables, 
wW Eouriihed above a century before Efop. (Bayle, 
Note A.) Quintilian fpeaks of Hefiod as the £ift inven- 
tor of them^ (id. ib.) who was two centuries earlier than 
Archilochiis ; and the Fable of Jotham recorded in 
fcripturc (Judges, cb. ix. v. 8 — ao.) is alnK>ft tl^ree 
centuries earlier than Heiiod. 

^ IHx quoque fabnlas, quae etiamii originem non ab 
J^fopo acceperunt, (nam videtur earum primus auAor 
HefiodttSy) nomine tamen i^opi maxime celet^rantur ; 
ducere animos folent, praecipue rofticorum 8c imperii 
torum : qui ec fimplicius, qu£ fi^a funt^ audiqnt.; $f 
capti voiaptate, facile iis quibos deledlaiuur coofen- 
titfnt. Quintilian, InHit. Or, Lib. 5. c« ii. 

Didus eft J^fopus Ao^o'sroKK, non qu5d prioiQs muta 
iQqui docuerit ; nam ante eum Hefiodus hoc fe^rat^in 
fermoac Lufciniae ad Accipitrem^ : fed qudd pr»cipue 

b 6 ' hfic 
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jgarded as {bch ; and v$ called fo by fevcrslr 
esta of cfac ancient wricers*. It appears very 
:^. ^ piamijT 



iih. I. ^. 7Z^ . . . . 

/t7»i7Fitf^ >ittyicf^»ff ra Toir AteruwBv a^^rd vavluv {rvfy^'^ecti 

Tuq fiv^Hf* Apophthomu» ; in Pneexem^nentk. 

Prifcian, in fpeaking of Fable, calls Efop the inven-- 
lor of it; but ibon after he corrects himfeff, and adds^ 
\)& funt ea vetuftiilimi qcroqae autores ; Heiiodusy. 
ArchfIochu«y Plaucns, Horatiu^. Nomiuanlur antem- 
ab inventoribns fabularnm, aliae^fopias, alise Cypvi^^^ 
aHx Lybica?^ alias Sybaricicac; omnes autem comniu* 
niter ^foniscj .q^nonianfc iir convetitibu^ frequenter,, 
folebat ^iopiu fabulis act. From Bxiyte« Art. ^fep«. 
Note A. 

Nunc fabalarum cur fit mvenrumgctfiis^ 
Brevi docebo. Servirus obnoxia t 
Qaia quae volebat non andebat dicere, 
AffeduB proprios in f^b^ltas tranftulh % 
Caluinniamqiie fiftis elufit jocre ^ 
Ego porra im u s femi t4 feci vxam . 

Phaedru^, Introd'. L9>. y, rtr. ^<j^ 
Avienns fays, in the pref. to his Fables, Hujiis ma- 
teriJt dBCcm nobis^iEfopanr novtris : qui refponfoDel- 
J)hict ApOllinis monitus, ridicnia orfuy eft, ut fegenda 
irmartEft. * From Bayle-, Note A. An^ Apollonius ia 
Phibftraftus fays, ** That ^fop, not content with re- 
jading the fabulous IVories of the poets, in favour of 
wifdom, invented a new method.'* B. j. ch. 5. From- 
tke fame. Note H. 

As ^hc word Ridiculous h always ofed in a Bad fcnfe 
in EngHfh, it may not be improper to ioblerre, that 
IJlidicuTa^ in Latin was u^fed in a good icnfe^as weH 
as in a bnd; and is to be taken in the former, fn the- 
quotation h«re from Atienos. ^HTts w mirdr a codr* 
sBcndatioa of Efop^ as the Feftivus ct Deledabilis of 

Gelliu», 



pJ»Dly fVorh this ^ords of: ' Socirates' and 
' Phaeiirus, each of ifvhom tranilated fono^ /of 
the Fables of EXop, that he wrote them in 
profe ; though the invention which generalljr 
jRtends thei^, >and which rs the':«nore dfehtbl 
part in poetry, made the former regard theitt 
as a poetical work. 

The diftinguiihing character of Efop*s ftilc 
feems to have been that of an ' elegant finnp- 

pKcity; 

Genius* p. xvtii^ l^ote 33 ; or the Hilarlorft Stadia af 
Seneca » p« xlvui. NQte 6. TJioa, where Horace it pre- 
ferring thehamorotts fort of fatyr to the {eyere, he Uiyu 

Ridicttlum acrr 
Fortims ac melius magtias plerumqee fecat res* 

Lib. I. Sat. 10. ver. iy« 
And Phedrasj fpeakisg of Efop's works^ attributes 
half of their merit to this : 

Duplex Ubelli dos eil ; quod rifom mpvei^ 
£t quod prudenti vitam coniilio monf^t. 

latrod. Lib. i. ver« 4* 
I foppofe the Greeks ufed TiXwo^ of him, in the fame 
fitianoer. AtauvH rfAo»«* Qvltaq »\tyo9 mq Aio-virtt f^v^^, 
Hefychios, 

Tulwy fivcinadt o($ tff^iJIo^ fjfslyj^oy. Socrates> Iq Plato's 
Fh sdo. 
^ ^fopus au£lor quam materiam repperit^ 
Haoc ego POLIVI verfibus fenarjis. ^. 

Phaedrus, Introd. Lib. i, yer. ^. 

'< QgliquamQe Ita nitet, ut comparatas tibi non^ for* 

deat f Quisita ad Mjopi innujlaumy "^quis ad fophiftifi^ 

Kocratis conciafiones, qois ad eDthymemata Depjoli- 

heais, aiit opokntiam Tuljiasam, aut proprietatei?;! 

no&ri 
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plkity i it wsrs very * plain, (hort, and clears; 
and his writings have beei^ highly admired 
for ikeir good fenfe and ufefuineis, in all 
agQ$. The plans of bis Fables are cona*^ 
nH^ded for the faoie ^ elegance as his ilile.. 
He kas been highly admired for his writings 
of this kind in all ages. Quintilian recom- 
mends them "* as the firft objedt in the in- 
ftruftion of children; and Plato, when he 
is banifhing the fabulous ftories of Homer 

noftri MaronU ; qiiis itg aiFe&et fingvla* at tu imples 
omnia. Aufonius, ia his Epiille to Symmachus : vol. 2. 
p. 64*. Ed. Var, 

• This appears v^ry evidently, even from the imita- 
tions of his writings. Phaedrus's ftile has conmonly 
been admired for its particular iimplicity and neatnefs ; 
and he fays, very ftrongly, that he imitates Efop ia his 
manner, as well as in his matter : 

Libram exarabo tertium j£fopi ftilo. 

L. 3. Prol. ver. 50* 

Laertitts has preferved a couplet in Socrates*s ti:anfia* 
tion of one of his Fables ; remarkable only for its par* 
ticalar plainnefs. 

AicruTToq 7oIi^i|i Ko^tv^toy arv nfjt.ao'i. 

And the Fables which Plutarch (in his Banquet of 
the Sages] has put iato Efop's own mouth, are remark- 
ably fliort and clear. 

< In quiburdam.[fabttlis] et argumentum ex fido lo- 
catur, et per mendacia ipfe relationis ordo contexitur ; 
ut funt iliac ^fopi Fabulae ; elegantia fidionis illuflres. 
Macrobius, in Somn. Scrip. Lib. i. cap. 2. 

V Efopi fabellas, quae fabulis nutricularum proxime 
faccedunt, narrare fermone puro et nihil fe fupramo- 
dum extoUente, deinde eandem gracilitatem ftilo exi» 
gere condifcant. Inftitut. Orat. i. c. 9. 

and 
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and ' Hefiod^ advifes the ufe of this fort of 
Fables in his Connmonwealth -, in both o£ 
which l>e is ftrongly followed by * Philoffra-* 
tus } who iays^ ** That they were more pro^ 
j per than all other Fables, to infpire us with 
I whilom.*' The Athenians, in the age when 
learoing was at its greatcft perf eft ion. among 
them, ihewed their high opinion of Efop, 
and his writings, by the ^ noble ftatuc they 
ercfted to his memory, and by the celebrated 
fculptor * they employed for that purpofe. 
The great excellence of his way of writing, . 

fit;9M(, W«XV fAATCKof 9} Ti» CUfAoiot T«if X'C^** Pl^tO Dtt 

Kepublica. Lib* a. 

^ Pkiloftntos^; Book 5. ch. 5. 

' ^fopo ingtnum ftatuam potuere Attici* 

Phaedrusy Ef^if. toB. a. ver. i. 

The Greeks afed to fet up ftatues, larger than the 

life, to comptiment their kings^ heroes, and gods : of 

this kind the ftatote }kett mentioned, in honour of Efop^ 

feems to have been. 

They fet up at the fame time, feven ftatues to the 
famous cotemporary Sages of Greece ; and this ilatue 
o( ECop at the head of them all. Danet, the commen- 
tator to the Delphin edition, on the place; from the 
following epigram of Agathias : 

^eiKeXov AKTofwn ^a-eto ra 'LecfAte, 

Ilm^uif u (nra^vi •n'ciOet i^t<pp6vtiif. 
To yXvuv Tov fAvBov xoc^w f;^ii h^t»^* 

* The great Lyiippus. 

confifts 
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Conljfts in blending pf * the agreeable and tfic 
inftruAiVe fd v^ell together ; from whicfi 
Horace might poffibly take the hint for thsit 
ruie> whidi he fetms to diftinguilH** as the moft 
tronfiderable of any m his Art of Poetry. ^ ^ 

^"Itis no wonder that works fo' ufeful,' fc> 
pleafing, and fo much recommended, wer<6 
in.evei:y body's hands : they were To efpecially 
at Athens % the great feat of fcience i and 
about the time, that arts ^ and knowledge 

* Thus, where Phaedras fays, that he imitates Efi>p^' 
in his 'I ft book of Fables, he immediately adds. 
Duplex libelli dos eft ; quod rifam moV^t, 
Et quod prudenti vicam confilio moneti 

Introd. tofi. i. ver. 4* 
A. Gellius prefers him to all the philofophers on tki» 
very ^dcount ; and Avienus attributes fo happy a 
tho^^ht to. an iafpiratioi) from Ueaten : (Note 86.)- 
ApoDoDius did the fame, t ho' in a different manner f 
(Philoftratus, B. 5. chap. 5 ) the latter fuppofing this 
light to have been given him by Mercury, and the 
former from th^ oracle at Delphi. 

^ Omne tulit pundum, qui mifcuit utile dulci'; 
Ledorem deledando, pariterqoe meaendo. 

De Art. Poet- ver. 54 j. 
. ' It was a proverbial exprefllon there, for a man who 
was cfi^tlreiy ignorant; " That he had never read Efbp*" 
Ot;^ AKr0vc9 ^tmiraiixai. Ariftopbanes, Aves. ver. 471 St. 
or, as it is in Galen, Ovh Ais-unov ^s^aS^xa;. De 
Simplicibus Mediqam : xi. The reaibn of this proverb 
(as the commentator on Ariftophanes fays) was ** their 
reading him there with eagerneiii,'* Ot» roy Aoyovoior 

Ai0'U'^<6f hat a-wti^f fi^X^y* 

' The Athenians paid that %&al compliment ta 
Bfopof fctdttg ttp his ft»tue above tfaofe of all the fcven 
Sages# in that great age in which Lyfippus and 
ApeUea^ and Axiftotlej Piato>a&d X^nophon fiourifl»ed* 

were 
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-were both at their greatcft height* The Pa*, 
bles of Efop was, generally, the firft book • 
which was read by their yoyth, and, perhaps, 
one' of the Ia(t> which fbme of them quitted. 
'PJutarch mentions Efop among the au- 
thors moft proper for forming philofophers^ 

' and indeed his diftinguifhing charafter was 
wifdom, attended (as has been (hewn before) 
with aperpetual flow of pleafantry. Phaedrus. 
calls him, « The Sage j and fays \ " That he 
faw through all Nature/' 

It mufl: be very difficult, at this diftance 
of tune, to determine which of the Greek 
Fables, that arc publifhed as Efop's, were really 

I of his writing. Several of them may be fo ; 
but we do riot know how to diftinguim them^ 
1 ihould think it more eafy to catch htm at 
the rebound ; I mean, in the profeft tranfla- 
tiotvi of him. Phasdrus, the * firft of the 

Roman 

] Pabalaa ptunttm tradere pnem (blent -«~> ; q^a 
animos ^orttm» adhoc molles^ ad meliores facile viat 
inftiumnjt.yitae. Ptiiciant . 

/4i/9oXcyia fM$' DJ^mc uBh^wo^^ De Andiciidift Poetifi. 
\^ s Sophus. Phsd. Lib. 3. Fab. 14. ver. 9* 

* * * ■ Nans emundse fenex. . 

I Natara qunqaam verba cui potuic dare. 

Id. Lib. 3. Fab. 3. ver. tg^ 
^ EhiQdriis^ after fpeaking of Eibp, fays, 
/ /Q»omam occaparet. alter, ne primus f(M«]n, 
.Ne 1^413 cffet ftudoi. . , CLofe to B. ii. ver. 6* 
*Ti8 'pob^ble AM Pbadrus ba<lnot i^nbliflipd bis Fji* , 
\^ iles> when Seneca wrote bis Confolation to Polybtas^ 
I towar4j^ 
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Roman poets who wrote Fables, begins, 'with 
informing his reader that he has ^ turned into I 
verfe feveral of thofe which (as was remarlccd t 
before) were written in profc by Efop. Ha 
confirms this frequently afterwards, in gene- 
ral i and has pointed out fome in particular, 
as tranflated from Efop. He makes mention 
of thefe much oftener * toward the beginning 
of his work, than in the following, parts of 
itj and I am apt to think, that molt of the 
Fables " in the laft book arc of his own in- 
vention. Avicnus, the next Ladn fafaulift 
that I know of, though at the diftance . of 

towardjs the latter end of the reign of CUadius : for 
that phirofbpher fays ia it to his friend : Non audeo te 
nfqtie eo prodncere, nt fabelks quoque^ & Efopeo* 
]og09» intentatam Romanis ingeniis opus folita dbi 
venuftate cbnneda* : di&cile eft quidcm, ut ad bas^ 
hilariora ftudia jam vehementer perculfus animas tarn 
cito pe£5t accedere. Seneca, Confol. ad PoL c. 27» 

* Fhawkus Introd. to B* i. ver. j* 

* L. 4. Fab. 2, 3, Sc ID.— L. 4. Fab. 16. He 
ineittiotts Efop and his a^ons in feveral others ; bat 
does not fay thole Fables, themfelves sre taken from bis«. 
One would think, however, from what he £ays. Lib* 4. 
Fab. 20. that mofl: of the foregoing Fables were uken 
from £fbp. 

Quid judicare cogitur Livor mod5. 
Licet diffimulet, pulchre tamen intelligo. 
Qaicquid putabit efk dignum memoriae, 
yEfopi dicct ; E quid miniis adriferit, 
A me eontemlet fi^m quovis pignore ; 
Qaem volo ref^ilr jam nunc refponfo meo : 
Sive hoc ineptum> five taudandum elt opus, 
' Invenit ille, iioffra perfecit manus. 

f^ From the latrod. to Lib, 5. 

feveral 
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jcverid • centuries, agrees with Phasdrus in 
orofeffing to * foilow Efop, and giving his 
:oook the title of Efopian Fables;* but docs' 
not point hirn out as the author of any one 
bf * them, in particular. 

It has been alrcacJy faid ', that Socrates 
tr'anfiated feme of his Fables* As the Athe- 
nians, not long after their putting that great 
man to death, grew as fond of his memory ' 
as they had been cruel to his perfon ; it is 
probable, that this might alfo add at the 
fame time to their eftcem for Efop and his 
writings. However thafe bcj^ this is certain, 
that it was about fifty years after the death 
of Socrates, that they ere<9:ed * the ftatue fa 
niuch in honour of Efop; and about a 
knndred^ ' that Demetrius Phalareus pub- ' 

lifhed 



* AvieniiSy teeordffi|; to Gjral^as, lived in tlie time 
«f Theodofius and his Tons. There are forty-two 
Fables in Elegiac verfe, pobUflied as his» in Mattaire*4 
Corpus Poet. Lat. vol. 2. p. 1538^ &c. 

^.Ho)iis raaterisB daoem nobis ^fopum noveris^ 
From Baylc, Art. ML Npte, A, 
' See note •, p. xxxviii. 

^ Socrates was put to death 400 years before our 
-^ra ; and Lyfippns, who made this flatoe of Efbp^ 
was in the height of his reputation under Alexander ^e 
Great, whofe reign was from 536 to 324 ditto. 

' Demetrius Phalareus (according to Dr. Blair's Ta- 
bles, whoie authority is alfo followed in the preceding 
iiote) was banifhed mm Athens 303 years before pur 
•ffira. Fabricius fays, that he publiflied a colle^on of 
£xopian Fables ; (Aoy^y Kk^vntiw^ 9vv»y^9,\^ Art» 

Eibp. 
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lilhed an edition of his Fables ; as Diagor; 
had indeed done long * before^ while Socrate 
nvsLS living. 

The Fables which Planudes publilhed j 
Efop*s, were printed at Milan in 1480 ifoo. 
after the art of printing was introduced inf* 
Italy: and afterwards by Ald^w, in tfo^ • 
This Aldine edition was followed by fever; I 
others; and particularly by Robert. Ste- 
phens, at Paris> in 1546. It contained 14c 
tables ^ i to which Nevelet added almoft a^ 
many more, from fome manufcripts in thr. 
Heidelberg Library, in his edition at Franc- 
fort in 16x0; but thefe manufcripts, (af 
well as that of Planudes,) too often betray 
their true authors ; for the Monks are com^ 
mended in the 3d and the 1 1 9th of thefe ad- 
ditional Fables* 'Tis a great pity that r. 
more judicious coUeftion fhould not be made 
from all the belt and moft authentic maniK 



^ibp. Lib. ^. cap. 80 : and aaother volame, either 01 
his fables, or of anecdotes relating to him : {Ai^t/trttwct) 
Ibid. cap. 8 1. 




(of the Phrygiai 
^fop) under the title of ^^vyun Aoyuf accoraing to 
Tatiani or ^fvytow Awyfia, according to Maximut 
Tyrins. See Laertius, Lib. 5. cap. 80.— I do not fee 
why thefe might not have been two diftin^t works ; as 
weu as thofe of Demetrius Phalareus, mentioned in the 
foregoing note. 

^ ^ His addition mftde them in all 2970 See Fabrl* 
cjitts'i Bib* Gr. Art. £fop. 

' ^ fcripts 
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fcripts that could bte procured & and perhaps 
it Ihould be. chicifly from fucji m " are pre- 
vious to the times of Planudes. 

* Mr. Bojrle fpeaks of^u^ of ^boQt 500 year< old ; 
which belonged to Voi&us, 'ini, as he fays^ waj then 
at Leydea; Fabrici as doubts it. Montfaucoo, in bis 
I>ian{iai Italiatm^ promifed to publilh the Life of 
^Cbp, wUU the Fables, as they were extant before tho 
time of Planudesy from a manufcript in the mooaftcry 
i>f St. Mary at Florence* Fabriciusi ibidt 
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INTRODUCTION. 

WHOEVER undertakes to coropofe a Ft 
ble, whether of the fublimer and moi 
complex kind, as the epic and dramat: 
or of the lower or more fimple, as what has b. - :^ 
called the Efopean; j(bould make it his princir 
intention to illuftrate feme one moral or prudent . 
maxim. To this point the compofition in all 
parts muft be direded ; and this will lead him to 
defcribe fome adtion proper to enforce the maxin 
he has chofen. In feveral refpefls therefore the 
greater Fable and the lefs agree. It is the buftnefi 
of both to teach fome particular moral, exemplincd 
by an adion,and this enlivened by natural incident^. 
Both alike muft be fupported by appofrte and p"*^ 
per charaders, and both be furnifhed with rer< - 
ments and language fuitable to the characters t!i> ^ 
employed. I would by no means however in?^;, 
that, to produce one of thefe fmall pieces requi rc 
the fame degree of genius as to form an epic « 
dramatic Fable. All I would infimiate, is, that •' .- 
apologue has a right to fome (bare of our efteetyi, 
.from the relation it bears to the poems before- 
mentioned, as it is honourable to fpring from a 
noble ftem, although in ever fo remote a bran . 
p A peri^-' 
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A perfe£l Fable, even of this inferior kind, feems 
a much ftronger proof of genius than the mere 
narrative of an event. The latter indeed requires 
Judgment : the former, together with judgment, de- 
mands an effort of the imagination. 

Having thus endeavoured to procure thefe little 
compofitions as much regard as they piay fairly 
claim, I proceed to treat of fome particulars moft 
efiential to their charafler. 



SECT. I. 

Of tie Truth or Moral of a Fable 

^f I MS the very effence of a FaHte to. convey 

\ fome moral or ufeful Truth beneath the{ha-> 

dow of an allegnry. It is this chiefly that diftin- 

guiihes a Fable from a Tale ; and indeed gives it 

^he pre-eminence in point of ufe and dignity. A 

Talemay confiftof an event either ferious or comic ; 

and, provided it be told agreeably, may be excel - 

lent in its kindy though it (hould imply no fort of 

Moral. But the a£tion or Fable is contrived on 

purpofe to teach and to imprint fome Truth ; and 

fiiould clearly and obvioufly include the illuftra- 

tion of it in the very cataftrophe. 

The Truth to be preferred on this occafion, (hould 
neither be too obvious, nor trite, nor trivial. Such 
would ill deferve the pains employed in Fable to 
convey it. As little alfo (hould it be one that is 
very dubious, dark, or controverted. It (hould be 
of fuch a nature as to challenge the afient of every 
ingenious and fober judgment ; never a point of 
mere fpeculation ; but tending to inform or to r^- 
mind the. reader of the proper means that lead to 
happinefs, or at leaft to the feveral duties, deco- 
lO rums. 
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rums, and proprieties of conduft, which each par- 
ticular Fable endeavours to enforce. 

Thcreafon why Fable has been fo much eft^emec 
in all ages, and in all countries, is perhaps owin^ 
' to the folite manner in which its maxims are con- 
veyed. The very article of giving inftruftion 
fuppbfcs at leaft a fuperiority of wifdom in the ad- 
vifer ; a circumftance by no means favourable to 
the ready admiffion of advice. *Tis the peculiar 
excellence of Fable to wave this air of fuperiority 
It leaves the reader to coIle<£i the moral ; who, b ' 
thus difcovering more than is fhewn him, find\ 
his principle of fclf-love ^r^z/z/f^^ inftead of be in.. 
difgujied. The attention is either taken ofF fron 
the advifer ; or, if otherwife, we are at leaft flat- 
tered by his humility and addrefs. 

Befides, inftruftion, as conveyed by Fable, doe. 
not only lay afide its lofty mien and faperciliou^ 
afpeft, but appears dreft in all the fmiles and grace- 
which can ttrike the imagination, or engage the 
paiSons. It pleafes, in order to convince; and it 
imprints its moral fo much the deeper, in propor- 
tion as it entertains ; fo that we may be faid to fee; 
our duties at the very inftant we comprehend them 

I am very fenfible with what difficulty a Fable i ^ 
brought to a ftridt agreement with the foregoing 
account of it. This, however,* ought to be tb 
writer's am. *Ti8 the fimple manner in which 
the Morals of Efop are interwoven with his Fa- 
bles, thatdiftinguifces him, and gives him Vhc pre*- 
ferencc to all other Mythologifts. His MountSaHi 
delivered of a Moufe, produces the Moral of his 
Fable, in ridicule of pompous pretenders; and 
his Crow, when (be drops her cheefe, lets fall, as 
it were by accident, the ftrongeft admonition againfi 
the power of flattery. There is no need of a fe- 
parate fentencc to explain itj no poffibility ot 

impreffinp 
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ft 

impreffing it deeper, by that load we too often fee 
of accumulated refleftions. Indeed the Fable of 
the Cock and the Precious Stone is in this refpeft 
very exceptionable. The leffon it inculcates is ib 
dark aad ambiguous, that diiFerent expofitors have 
given it quite oppojite interpretations ; fome im- 
puting the Cock's rejeftion of the Diamond to 
his wifdomj and others to his ignorance. 

Strictly fpeaking then, one fhould render need • 
Icfs any detached qt explicit Moral. Efop, the fa- 
ther of this kind of writing, difclaimed any fuch 
affiftance. *Tis the province of Fable to give it 
birth in the mind of the perfon for whom it is in- 
tended ; other wife the precept is dire^f^ which is 
contrary to the nature and end of allegory, How- 
ever^ in order to give all necefliary affiftance to 
young readers, an index is added to this collec-^ 
tion, containing the Subjeft or Moral of each FsC- 
ble, to which the reader may occafionally apply. 

After all, the greateji fault in any compofitioii 
(for I can hardly allow ihTXname to riddles) is'^2- 
fcurity. There can be no purpofe anfwered by a 
work that is unintelligible. Annibal Carracci, and 
Raphael himfelf, rather than rifque fo unpardonable 
a fault, have admitted verbal explanations into fome 
of their beft pictures. It muft be confefTed, that 
every ftory is not-capable of telling its own Moral. 
In a cafe of this nature, and this only, it ihould be 
£xprefsly introduced. Perhaps alfo where the point 
i« doubtful, we ought to diewemugh for the lefs 
acute, even at the hazard of {hewing too muck for 
the^more-fagacious I who, for this very reafon; ihat 
they are more fagacious, will pardon a fuperfluiljr 
ivhich is fuch to them alone* 

But, on thcfe occafion^, it has been matter of 

difpute, whether the Moral is better introduced at 

the end or beginning of a Fablct £fop, as I faid 

^^ c before. 
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before, iiniverfally rejeded any feparate Moral* 
Thpfe wc «^t«r find at theclofe of His FaMes, were 

JTfaced there by other.hgnds* Atnong the^ancients, 
*h?cdrus 3^ aindGaj!;, among the moderns, inferred 
ith^irs at the beginning: La Motte prefers them at 
the c6nchifion\ and Fontaine drfpofes of them i/f- 
Mfcriminate^^ at the beginning or end, as he fees 
convenient.- 'If, amidft the authority of fuch great 
.names, il might venture to mention my own opi- 
nion, I ihotild rather prefix them as an introdu^^ 
.tion^ than W^/ them as an appendage. For I would 
.neither pay my reader nor fnyfelf fo bad acompli- 
vinent, as to fuppofe, after he had read the Fable^ 
that he was not able to difcover its meaning. Be* 
.£des, when the Moral of a Fable is not very pro- 
rminent and ftrikirig, a leading thought at the be- 
ginning puts the reader in a proper track. He 
iurows the game which he purfues: and, like a 
beagle on a warm fcent, be follows the fport vnRtfa 
.^lacrity, in proportion to his intelligence^ On the 
other hand, if be have n$ previous intimation of the 
Jefign, he is puzzled throughout the Fable ; and 
tannot determine upon its merit without the trouble 
cf a frefh peruial. A ray of light, imparted at firft, 
fnay ihew him the tendency and propriety of every 
cxpreflkm as he goes along ; but while he travels 
,m the darkj no wondejc if he ftumble or mlftafce 
^i$ way* 

s £ c T n. 

Ojfiht JOion and Inddents proper fir tt FaUa* 

* 

ff clioofing the aAion, lor allegory, three con* 
^itions are altogether expedient.; i. It muft 
^Vt clear: that is, it ought to fbewwithotit e^ui- 
' ^CKi^tioii) j)itcirely ;a:ad pbviouHy^ What wt Ifit^d 
^ ' ihottld 




fiibttld be underftood^^ a. It muft/lie am, andfv^^ 
iin: that i^ it muft not be compofed ef fepar^tis 
«nd inde(>endent adiens, but maft tend^ in aU itd 
circumftances, to the completion of one fipglt 
e?ent. 3- It nauft he natkral^ that is, founded,- 
if not on Truth, at kaft on Probabtlity 5 on popu- 
lar o{Mnion ; on that relation and analogy vrhtcb 
tilings bear to one another, when we have gra- 
tuttoufly endowed them with the human faculties 
of fpeech and reafon. And tbefe conditions are 
taken from the nature of the human mtnd ; whicti 
cannot endure to be embarrafled^ ta be bewildered, 
oi to-be deceived.' 

A Fabfe . offends againft perfpicuity^ when it- 
leaves us doubtful «;&?/ Truth the Fab ulift intended 
to conveys We have a ftr.king example of this 
M Dr. CroxaU's Fable of the Creaking Wheel. 
•* A Coachman^ fays he, hearing one of his Wheeh 
Mcak,. wasfurprized ; but more efpecially, when 
he perceived that it was the worft wheel of the 
"Whole fet, and which he thought had but little 
pretence to take fuch a liberty. But, upon his 
demanding the reafon why it did fo, the Whed 
replied, that it was natural for people who ^«^ 
boured under any affliction or calamity to com- 
plain.'*. Who would imagine this Fable defigned, 
.as the author informs us, for an admonition to re- 
prefs, or keep our coijiplaints to nurfelves^ P^** I* 
we muft let our forrows fpeak, to take care it be 
done in folitude and retirement? The ftory of 
this Fable is not well imagined : at lead, if meant 
to fupport th^ Moral which the author h^ .di^awa 
from it. ' ^ 

.. . A J^able is faulty in r^peifi to unity,; wheH: ^e 
\^tHpt^ circumftances point i&'^^r^n^ ways, ^nd ^^o 
l^x^nter, likeTp mai>y lines. In one diillnd: and 
l0aqlMg^o^s, Moral* : An example of this'k^id.is 
.... i, c 2 fernilhcd 



Jf^rtn£t|^cLby, La MatU in the obfei^vation Iie;make^ 
Xpp!i^,Foxitaiae's two Pigeons* " Thefe Pigeons 
had a lecipirpcal affedtion for eacl? othier* One o{ 
^^l^em^fhevving a deiirjs to travel, waS/€arneftly op- 
ipofed^by his companion, but in vain. Thevfor- 
^pi^r fets out uppa his rambles,, and encounters a 
> ftoufand unforefeen dangers ; while the latter fuf- 
; Cers almoft as much at home, through his. appre- 
Jjenfions for his roving frienji^ However, our tra- 
veller, after many hairbreadth efcapes, returns at 
length in fafety oack, and the two Pigeons an?» 
;,pnce again, mutually happy in each other's com- 
pany." Now the application of this Fable is utr 
terly vague and uncertain, for want of circum- 
flances to determine, whether the author defigned 
principally to reprefent the dangers of the Travel'^ 
Ur; his friend's anxiety during his abfence\ or their 
mutual happinefs on his return. Whereas, had the 
travelling Pigeon met with no difafters on his way^ 
tut only found all pleafures infipid for want of his 
[friend's participation ; and had he returned.from no 
other motive than a defire of feeing him again, the 
whole then had happily clofed in this one confpicu- 
pus inference, that the prefence of a real friend is 
the moft defirable of all gratifications. 
' The laft rule 1 have mentioned, that a Fable 
i[hould be natural, may be violated fcveral waya. 
'*Tis oppofed, when we make creaturfes enter into 
"lirinatural aflociations. Thus the Sheep or. the 
Goat muft not be made to hunt with the Lion jand 
it is yet more abfurd, to reprefent the Lion as /all-, 
i'ng in love with the Forefter's daughter. 'Tis in- 
f'ringed, by afcribing to them appetites and paflions 
that are not confifteiit with their known charac- 
ters j or elfe by employing them, iti fuch occuppi- 
l^ions is are foreign and unfuitabje to their refpec- 
tive natures. A fox, fl^'uld . j^i'ot be feid to long 
'• '-^ ^ ■ •' for 
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for Grapes; an ffcdge-hog pretend to drive awtqf 
Flies ', nor a Partridge ofFer his fervice to delve m 
a VCnfeyard. A ponderous iron and an'feartlien vafc 
ihould not fwim together down a river; and he 
-that ibould frtakie hi>5 <3roote lay gdldeh eg|l, 
WDdld Qitw i, inxvLnTLhtfbncjy but vef y little j*^- 
ment. In fhort, nothing befides the faculty 6f • 
Speech and jneafon, whtch Fable has been allowed 
to cofifer, even upon inanimates, muft ever eori* 
tradi^ the nature of things, or at leaft the com- 
mortly- received Opinions concerning them. 

Opinions indeed, although trrnntcusy 5f they 
-either afig^ or have been univerfally received, m^ 
afford fuificient foundation for a Fable. The Man- 
drake, htre^ may be made to utter groans ; and the - 
dying Swan to pour forth her elegy. The Sphynx 
and the Phoenix, the Syren ahd the Centaur, have all 
the exiftence that is requifite for Fable. Nay, the 
•Goblin, the Fairy, and even the Man in the Mooii, . 
may have each his province allotted him, provided 
it he not an improper one. Here the notoriety of 
opinion fupplies the place of fa<ft, and in this man^ 
ner truth may fairly be deduced from falfehqod. 

Concerning the incidentjS proper for Fable, it i^ 
a rule withotit exceptiopj that they ought always to 
he few : it being foreign to the nature of this co(n- 
poiition to admit of muclvvariety • Yet a Fable with 
only om fingle incident may poflibly appear tba 
naked. If fifop and Phaedrus are herein Ibmetimcs ' 
too fparii>g, Fontaine and La Motte are as often too 
prdfufe. In tnis, as in mod other matters^ a medium 
certainly is beft. In a word, the incidents (hould npt 
ofily be few, but {hort ; and like thofe in the Fables 
of «* the Swallow and other Birds,*' ** the Millef 
and his Son,'* and " the Court and Country Moufe^** 
they muft naturally arife out of the fubjed^ an4 - 
ierve to illuftrate and enforce the Moral. 

c 3 SECT* 
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'^Jthe Terfom^CSoaraSierSy and Sentiments of Falh. 

THE race of animals y&y? prelent themfelvcs as 
the proper aSors in this little drama. Thejr 
' are indeed a: fpecies that approaches^ in many 
. refpedls, fo near to our owa, that we need only lend 
..them fpeecb^ in order to produce a ftriking refem^ 
.jjlance. It would however be unreafonable to ex- 

peS a ftriiS: and univerfal fimilitude. There is a 
.certain meafure and degree of analogy, with wTiich 
,the moft difcerning reader will reft contented^: 
,for inftance, Ke will accept the praperties^ oi anfc- 
.jnals^ although neciBjJary and invariable ^ as the 

images of' our inclinations. y though never h fres. 

T^b xtc\M\xt more than this, were to fep the very 
^foundations 6f allegory ; and even to deprive oup- 

felves of half the pleafure that, flows from poetry 

in general., 

Solomon, fendfi us to the Ant^ to^fearivthe wiftlom 
^afinduftry : and. our inimitable ethic poet introi- 

duces Natujre.herfclf-as g^iving us A ^milar kind of^ 

counfel*. 

. HSfUs-thento Man the Voic^of'Ndiurefpah : 

** GQyfromJhe^ Creatures thy inftruiikns tafce"^ - 
, ** Tliere aU the far ms* of facial union Jind^ 
. ** Jnd thence lef reafan latei irtfiru^ mankind. 

He fiippofes that gmmals ifi, their w//w charac- 
ters) viiihsut the advantages of fpeech^and'reafon*. 
whkh-af« affigned theqi by t\it FahuUft's, may, ^ 
in regard to Morals^ as^ell'as Jf^ix^ freeome ex^ 
*a^npfes^ to the human race. Indeed I am afraid we 
biave fo- far deviated- into afcititidu^ .appetites and ^ 
ifaijteftic manners^ .as to find the expeidiency of 
*c^]fii>£- fr^oj tbim .tli^" fiipplicity Wij ourfclv^s 
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liave loft. If animals lu thpmfelyes may be thus 
exemplary, how much more may they fee made in^ 
ftrudlive, under the direftioaof an able Fabulift; 
who, by conferring upon them the gift of larr^ 
guage^ contrives to make their inftinSs mor^ in** 
telligible, and their examples more determinate t 

But the fe are not his ofify acSors. The Fabultfl: 

has one advantage over all other writers whatfd- 

everjj as all the works both of art and nature ane 

more immediately at his difpoial. He has, in th& 

reipeA, a liberty not allowed to epic, or dramatic 

writers, who are undoubtedly more limited in the 

choice of perfons to be employed. He has autho*- 

xity to prefs into his fervice ^vcry kind of exiflenc^ 

/under Heaven.: not only beafts^ birds, infefts, and 

ajl the animal creation,, but flowers, (hrubs, trees,. 

a^d all the tribe of vegetables.. Even mountains,^ 

fpffils, minerals, and the inanimate works of na;* 

ture, difcourfe articulately at his commandt and 

a<El the part which he affigns them. The virtues, 

vices, and every property of beings, receive, from 

l;im a local habitation and a name, ivi, fhojt, he may 

I)erfonify,^beItow life,.fpeech, and aSion, on what^ 

ever he thinks proper. 

It is eafy to imag^ine what a fource of. novelty and 
\variety this muft open, to a genius capable of cohr 
ceivlng, and of employing, thefe ideal perfons 
ip a^proper manner : what an opportunity it af- 
fprds him tp.diveriify his images, and to treat th^e 
f^ncy with change of objelTfy vvhite He ffrerigth- 
cns the.underftaiiding, or regulates the paiEonsj 
by a fucceffion of .Truths I To raife beings like 
thefe into a.ftat^ of a^ion and intelligence, give's 
the FsAuUft. an- uadoubted claifn to the, J^rjt thijr 
j^der of the poet,: a Creator^ I ranlchim not, zi 
I^faid before, with the writers of epic or dramaiii^ 

HP^nsj. bu.t th^m^ker of pins or netdles is/^ 

muchi 
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ttitibth aft aftift, as atianchofi-finith : and apaf/tte 
ill itilttiature may fti^w as mafch ikill, tfs he m?1i 
paints in th^largeftpmpotrtidn^. 
' When thefe perfbns are once raifed, we rfiu 
tUr^Mly ttfiio'm thcfn- proper taflcs ; and »ffig 
«h€ni fefjtifftefit^ and language fuitabh to thw fc 
ve^al nattfrfcs, and rel'pedtive propeftie<?. 

A Raven flioutd not be extolled for her voice 
nor a Bear be repr^-fented with ati elegant fhapc 
*Twere a very obvious inffance of ablardity, t 
paint an Hare, crufil ; oY a Wolf, corhpaHionitt 
An Aft tvere bat ill qualified td be Genera! of a: 
arniy, though he may weH . iiMjfvh fervc perhap- 
for one of the trirmpetcrs. B'.. lo long as popula 
opinion allows to the Lion^ ina^ r .^.nimiity ; rage, t« 
the Tyger ; fl:renp;th, to inc Mi^t ; cunning, t(^ 
the Fox ; and buffoonery, to th ■■ Monkey ; why 
may they not fupport the characters of an Ag:.- 
memnon,, Achilles, Ajax, Ulyfles,.and Therf.tes r 
The truth is, when Moral actions are, with jut^ 
ment, attributed to the brute creation, we fcafct 

i^tfrr«Wthat Nature is at all violated by the Fabu^ 
ift. He appears, at moj^i to have only tranflatei 
their language. His Lions, Wolves, and t axes 
h^have and argue as thofe creatures wouldy hac 
they originally been endowed wkh the human fa* 
ctilties of fpeech and reafon. 

But greater art is yet required, whenever V7e jjer* 
fonify inanimate beings. Here the copy fo far de- 
viates from the great lines of Nature, that wi^ot/t 
the fticeft care, reafon will revolt againft the fiction* 
However, beings of this fort, managed tngenioufly, 
and with addrefs, recommend the FabuUft's inven- 
tion by the grace of novelty and of variety. Indeed 
the analogy between things natural and artificial, 
animate and inani mate) is often. fo very fti iking, 
that vre can^ vHth feeming propriety, give psiTions 

and 
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and fentiments to^yeryiniiv\6uzl partof Quflen^e* 
Appearance favours the.deceptifon. The Vij*8 majr 
be enamoured of the Elm ; her embjiiaccs t^ftify h«r 
paffion. The fwelling Mountain niay, n*fUrally 
enough^ he delivered of a Moufe* The fii^^rd g^ay 
reproach the Pine j and the. Sky-rocket infiiltftJ^ 
Stars. The Axe n^y folicit a new handle of the 
Foreft ; and theMoon> in hery^»ia/< character, re- 
queft a faihipnable garment. Here is nothing iarr 
congruous ; nothing that ihocka the reader with 
in)(iropriety . On the other hand, were die Axe to 
defire a fine perriwig^ and the Moon petition for.A 
new pair of boots ; probability would than be violatrt 
edj and the abfurdity become too. glaring^ 

S E C T IV. 

^ Oft the Language cf Fable* 

THE moft'beautifurFaWes that ever were fi^ 
vented may be disfigured by the Languctgg in 
which they arc clothed. *Of this, poor £fop, iit 
fome of his Engliih drefles, affords a melancholy 
proof. The ordinary ftyle of Fable (hould hefa^ 
miliar^ but it fhould alfo be elegant. Were I to in** 
'ftance any ftyle that I fhould preffcr on this occa" 
fvon, it Chould be that of Mr. yWrf//^«'s little taleir 
in thcSpcftator. That eafe and limplieity, that 
concifenefs and propriety, that fobdued and decent 
humour he fo remarkably difcovers in thofe cbrnpo^ 
'fitions, feem to have qualified him for a Fabuiiit^ 
almoft beyond any other writer. But to return : 
•^ The Familiar^ fays Mr. La Mottc, to whofe 
ingenious £^y I have often been obliged in this, 
difcourfe, is the general tone, or accent of Fablew; 
'It was thought' fufficient, on its firft appearanceyi: 
to lend, the animals our moft cQminoa..laiigii3gaik 
^\ • Not 
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liar iti^loect Ifsm they any extrward'mtty prtfmj/hfi. 
f o the fobHme ; it being re^ifiie tiiey diould^<«K 
wkh the f»f0e fimplichj that they fciMv. 

, The FapMar alio i« more proper for iirfinuat ton 
%hvi the £kp4teJ $ tfeis being the Imngaage of r^* 
jfe^'mf as tbe f<»»ier ifs tile T^ice of fmtk^tui^ 
We giiar4t «Mi<ifeIVei agaiuft ti^e otie^ buft lie open to 
the other y ktai tnftru^ion will always the moft ef • 
fe£iualty fway us^ when it appears kaft jealcma o 
it$ rights and privileges* 

The FumUkir fty le howerer that h here re<|^ired 
UGtwithfttAiiiog that; appearaaceef ^^r^whidi i^ 
st»«bara^ry ift pMl)ap»more diffifctilt^o wf ite^ tiiai\ 
the elevatifAitt fithtim^ A writer inoie readily per- 
ceives when he has rifen above the eommon lan^ 
guage, than he pefOeiveS|in fpealdrng this language- 
whether he has made the choice that is moft fuitabl 
to the occafion : .and it is neverthelefe, upon tbi* 
iappyfihm^thztrdM the eh^TOi of the fimiiuir d^-^ 
pends. Moreovei^, the elevaud ftyle doceives asic 
itducesy although it hi nU the tHeft ^hofea^^wherc- 
as the familiar c^ai procure itfelf no ibrt of^refpe£t> 
if it be i2ot eafy^natural, jaft» delicate^ and unaf- 
leded. A Fabulift muft: therefore beftow great at- 
tention upon his ftyle ; and even labour it fo much 
the mfiTi^ that it may appear to lu^ve coii: him w 
jpains at all* . : 

The authority of Fowt^ine juftifies .thie^^cpinior 
an regard to ftyle. His Fables are pierh^ps £be be& 
examplea of the gmUtl fimilie^^ as Sir .Rogqi 
L*£ftrangeaiFordfl thegroflTeft, of the ijfdelieaUs^d 
Uwm Wben^ we read that '^ while the Frog aac 
the .Moufe were di flouting -k at fword^i p^iut 
4own comeQ a Kite pnudtring ^po^ t4i9m iAtl^A; 
intfrim^ an4 iebfuts upbojtbt^igetherf tpsp^^^tj^ 
fray." And wi^e^i th^ .Fox;;aifip«pa^hfA/>'^ Mqbpifcfjf 
l^r iplJIL goffiging. vrenchea making merry over a 

dijb 
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Jifi9f Puliitst tbrnt, if A# b«t pe^p^i iiltkiieilum^ 
rooft, they always m«4ea;iNiwlilig with fimr)dvgi 
and their h^tgrtb^ inahiie youyMUfeiiT'ds, ^ijrs'fae^ 
<:an*lie^«^xi|^ fsv^^gtiH with y^ir iiem lUid your 
Capons^ a»d not^ !« ;foW ^^# pudin^.'*' ? Tf^ig 
asi^ he/amiliar^ hnt is ^S£Q>€Mrft aiid'vfin^di^) anii 
canaoiE fail jto cUigfiA a jtefutectkat has- the l^cjEt de^ 
gree of taAe or:.«£clicacy« . 

The ftyle ci Fiabbk tbisn mtift be fimpie and fa*^ 
miliar \ and it smft likewifr be corve£l andeiegant* 
By tbe focmer, I wouM Advife ttot it ihouM not 
be loaded with figsre and metajf>bor ; that the dif«« 
poiirioo <rfiAri>rds. he natural ; the turn of fentetk-^ 
ces, eafy ; and ^eir cooftrad:iQn, unenharrafled* 
By elegance, J tvouid eaccli*de all c€Karfe and pnivin-^ 
^ial terti^ ; all sffetlited aod puerile conceits; afl 
obfolete aad pedantic phra&s. To this 1 wonld 
ailjoin, as the word perhaps implies^ a certaia 
fiaijQii»g poliifa, which gives a grace and fpir.»t to 
the whoie-; and which, though it haye always the 
sppiaronce of nature, is almoft ever the effeMdi 
art. 

Slit, ndnvidtAandiag all that has beefi find, 
ttera are ibme occaikms on which it is aMowable, 
4^nidev«B expedient to change the Ayle. The lan-^ 
gttage of a Fable muft ri& or fall in coofbrmity 
to the fubje£t. A Lton^ when introduced in his 
regal capacity, muft hold difcoorfe in a ftrain 
fomewhat more elevated than a Country Moufei 
The Ltoneis then beconaes his ^eeity and the 
beafts of the foreft are called his Sub^eSfs : a me-> 
thod that offers at once to the imagination, both 
the animal zni the perfitt he is defigned to repreferlt. 
Again, the Bufibon-monkey fhould avoid that 
IKHnpof phrafey which the Owl employs as her 
i«ft prcteiMCe to wifdomt Unlefs the ftyle be thus 

judiciouilf 
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judicioufly varied, it will be ioipoffible to prefcrvt 
a juft diftin£lion of charaAer. 
. Defcriptions, at once concife and pertinent, ad< 
a grace to Fable ; but are then moft happy, whei 
included in the adion : whereof the Fable of B0 
reas and the Sun affords us an example. An epitbi 
well chofen is often a d^fcription in it/elf -^ and i 
much the more agreeable, as it the lefs retards u 
in our purfuit of the cataftrophe. 

I might enlarge much further on thefubje£b, bu 
perhaps I may appear to have been too diff'ufe al 
ready. Let it fuffice^to hint, that \iti\t Jirokes i 
humour J when arifrng naturaUy from the fubje^. 
and incidental reJU£fionSy when kept in due fubordi • 
nation to the principal, add a value to thefe conipo- 
fitions. Thefe latter, however, (hould be employee 
Tery fparingly, and with great addrefs; be very few. 
and very fhorf. It is fcarcely enough that they na- 
turally refult from the fubje^l : they fhould be fuel 
as may appear necejfary and ejfential ipzit^ of th 
Fable. And when thefe embeliiihments, pleaAn; 
in themfelves^ tend to illufirate the main aSfion 
they then afford that namelefs grace remarkable ij 
Fontaine, and fome few others ; and which perfon 
of the beft difcernment will mor^ tsSXy ^nceivi 
than they can explain* 
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FABLE I. 

7& Trtit end tht Bramtk^ 

Tfl E IlbfclitM, vtKT ttnumudng itid difctftif 
ketatcd under iflle rdgn of JvHovah^ were de>- 
£iDtR of tiavitig a Icings like Tb« reft of the 
natiOM* Theyoffsredthekingftoni tAfGideibnilielr 
deKveMk*; to hAn,«nd to his aolhrity after him : 
he gensmdlj' n^fid their wer, and rciviitidcd 
, them, that Jehovah was their king* Whe* Giii«on 

I was dead, Abimelech, his fan by a concubine, flew 
all his other fons to the number of feventj*, Jotham 
aJone efcaping ; and by the alTiltance of the She- 
chemites made himfelf king. Jotham, to repre- 
, fent to them their folly, and to fliew them, that 
il the mod dcferving are generally the leaft ambi- 
[' tious, whereas the worthiefs grafp at power with 
' eagernefs, and exercife it with. i»iblence and cy- 
I rinny, fpake to them in the foltowkig manner : 
Ji a Heukef) 
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Hearken unto m^f ye men of Shechem, Co may 
<jod heartoen untoy^u,- The tre'e$, grown weary. 
of tjie ftate of freedom and equality in whfeh Qoa 
had placed them^ met together to choofe aii4 to 
iinojnt a kihg over them i and they (aid t<^ tlie 
Olive-tree, Reign thou over us. But the Oitye- 
tree faid unto them^ Shall I quit my fatnefs w&ere^ 
with God and man rs honoured, /t<>,^tfquiet4niy- 
felf with the cares of government* ;4uk1 to riile 
o^rer the trees/ And Aey laid lintdi tlk Fig-tree, 
Come thou, and reign over U5. But the Fig^^trec 
f^id unto them. Shall I bid adlteu to my fweethefs 
and my (Jjeaiant fruit, to take ,up<>n me the pain- 
fid charge of royalty, and to be fet over thetrecs ? 
Then faid the trees unto the Virie, Come thou, and 
reigQ^over us. But the Yiae faid aliGG>^untaj;ttem| 
Shall I leave my wine, which honoureth God and 
.cheereth man, tp briffg tipo"n.r«nyfelf nothing but 
trouble and anxiety, and to become king of the 
trees i we are happy in our prefent lot : feek feme 
other to reign over you* Then faid all the tree! 
unto the Bramble, Come thou, and rei^h over us. 
And the Bramble faid unto them, I will be yioui 
king ; come je all under my ihadow, and be ^fe: 
obey me^ and I will grant you my protedion 
But if you obey me not, out of the Bramble Ihal 
come forth a fire, which Ihall xlevour even the ce- 
dars 4^ Lebanon*. 
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FABLE 11. 

Tht Frtgi petitUning Jup'tttr for a King, 

A S Efop was travelling over Greece; be hap- 
£\ pened' to pafs thro' Athens juQaftet PiGflra- 
tus had aboliflied the popular ftate, and ufurped a 
fovereign power j when perceiving that the Athe- 
nians bore the yoke, tho' miltfand eafy, with 
much impatience, be related to thein the follow- 
ing fable : 



The commonwealth of Frogs, a difcontented) 
variable race, weary of liberty, and fond of change, 
petitioned Jupiter to grant them a Icine. The 
good-natured deity, in order to indulge tnis thdr 
retjucfl, with ^s little mifchief to the petitioners 
as pofnble, threw them down a Log. At firft 
they regarded their new monarch with great reve- 
■rence.'and kept from him at a moft refpedful 
dj^nca: but perceiving his tame and peaceable 
1^ . ^ i difpofition. 
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difpoiltiwi, t.h#TC,bjr ^,e^rqes ven-tnre^ tO-a^jM^Q^cb 
him with rnore femlH^ity, till ^t feojtb thusy conir 
ceirveJ forhlm the ut]7i€>lt C9£^mpi» I|i th»»i^^ 
pofiti.on^ they- renewed ^i> r^^^fl %q Jupi^iij^^ 
and ixur^^ed hjm, to IncdDW' ypon them anp^r 
king, *The Thyixlgr^r. in bi§ wrath fcrtt th^pd «' 
'Craiiie> vrJao.no fpoijfe^ff took poffcflion 9I bis neif 
doaiinions; tha4;| hf^ b^an to devour bj^ rubj)f;jiSts 
one aftor aij.gxfaiejr, U 4 iftM>ft Gaprkiiius »»d tyraii«« 
iiical manaori. Tkf^^ ^ere aow far more diit?ft(* 
ficd tha^> lje^r# I whea ^plying to Jufitei^> 
third tlipe,' tbey we^fp difmiffed witb thU repntKi^ 
that tb^ i^il ih.ey complauied of they had impnt* 
dently brought upon them&lvcs ; and that ^hsf 

had 00^ <»th<ir iex^My ^9^ bwt ^9 Cabmjt \q i| if it Ik 
paciimciu 
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F A B X. E ni. 
7J* Be/lf ami th Umh. 

MENENIUS AORrPPA,aRoman«n-' 
fo], (King depntvij It the ili>inite to ap- 
r dangerous tumult and (Vdltion of the peo- 
ple, who refufed to pay the taxes neCef&rr for 
carsyii^. on the bufinef^ of the ftare j convmccd 
them of their folly, by delivering to them-thc fot-' 
lowing fable ; 

My friends and countrymen, faid he, attend to 
my words. It once happened that the Members 
of the human body, taking fomc exception at the 
conduct of the Belly, refolved no longer to grant 
him the ufual fupplies. The Tongue firA, in a 
feditious fpeech, aggravated their grievances ; anJ' 
after highly extolling the a6livity and diligence of 
the Hands and Feet, fet forth how hard and un^ 
FGJi))ti^la it WW,, that the fniiU of their labour 
S. 4 iheul4 



1 
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i(bouId be (i|uaiHkred a^iray . upon the infatiablf, 
cni,v4ngs ^f a.fat and ixtdolent Paunch, wbJcl^jBKa 
enlkely iifele^ and unable to do any tlimg^'^lb - 
wards helping hiihfclf. This fpe«:h was receftfel 
9^]tb- unanimous sipplaufe by^ all the Memtbers 
In^iikdiately the Hands' declared Ijthey .would w^l 
Slip more I the. Feet d^termihied to carry no faxlj^ 
ih^ ' load of guts with which they had hithertc 
^ccn: opprefled j nayy the very Teetli rcfufed' t< 
prepare a fingle morfel more for his ufe. In thi: 
diftr^fi$, the Belly befought them to confiderma- 
tu>e]^, aiid not foment fo fenielefs a rebeHion* 
The^fe is none; of ybu, fays he, can t><^ ignorant 
that vvhatibever you beftow upon me, is immedi- 
ately> c6itverted to your ufe, and difperfed by mc 
for tlie good of you all inta every Limb* ButJie 
lemonftrated in vain ; for during the clamours of 

faifion, the voice of reafon is always difregarded. 
t being therefore imppffib^e for him to quiet the 
tumult, he ftarved for want of their affiftance, and 
tl\e body wafted awsiy to a (keleton. The Lknbf 
grown weak, and lai^uid,^ were fenfiUe at laft of 
their error, . and wouM fain have returned to their 
refpec^ive duties ; but it was now too late, death 
liad uken pofie^ion of the whole^ and they all pe-- 
rilbed K^gether* 
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. FABLE IV:. . J '. 

Tb( IVolf. and the Shepherds. ' _' , ] 

OW apt are men to (Condemn in others, 
what they* praflife themrdves without fcru-' 



■ A Wbll^ fays Plutarch, peeping into a hut, 
where a company of- Shepherds were regaling' 
themfelves with a joint of mutton; Lord, laid' 
h% what a clamour would thcfe men have raifed,, 
if they had catcbed me at fucb a banquet ! 



BS 



t» *Wffi5,NT..f4BtS.S, 



F A B L B V. 

77)e- Pox and the * Stvalhtv. - 

ARISTOTLE informs us, that Ac follow- 
ing fable was fpoken by Efop to the SamipiSt 
,011 a debate upon changing their minifters, Wtw- 
were accufed of plundering the commonwealth. 

AFox fwimming acrofs a river, happened to be 
entangled in fome weeds that grew near the bank, 
from which he was unable to extricate himfelf. 
As he Uy thus expofed to whole fwarms of fUes» 
who were galiing him and fucking his blood j a 
Swallow obferviug his diftrefs, Jtindiy offered to 
drive them away. By no means, faia the Fox j 
for if thefe Ihould be chafed away, who are al- 
ready fufficicntly gorged, another more hungry 
fwarm would fucceed, and I fhould be robbcd-of 
every remaining drop: of blood in my veins. 

■ InilcvJ of the Swallow, it wii arlginilly 1 Hedge-Hog; ba( 11 
rWl cr«a('..r'- fecniFd very unlit foi ihc burinci) of drivin| iwiy flits, 
'uvjs iliautbl marc prOfcttalubftiluMtfa* Swallow. 

FABLK Vti 
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F A B n H W;' 

Jis Ptx and thie Ravnu' 

' .A[^OiX.. ofafccvhig, ft Raven pcrqSed-; («!/ #a 
jl\^ branch pf ittoe^withn &B/t:piecv&{-:ciie6(e 
ra.tieE month, iiBmediately began taconGder hpyf, 
he-mi^^X:p(^f6i\iia£^C'of (o delicious amorfc],: 
XlfiM mwJam^ feid- b*,- 1: am ejetremel)i glad to- 
have thc-pleaCureo^fesii^ youtbis tooming : youti 
beautiful Oiape, and fliinuig feath«r«, are the d«- 
ligbtpE oa^ eyEs;, and would -you- condefcend to^ 
fyvouT ine wit^ => ^<^'1X> ^ d^ul>t oot bi|t yuurvoicBt 
is eqfinl to tb« iei& of your accompjiflnnents. De^- 
^ided with, this- Batieriing fpo^i^h^ ths tranrpQrt«d< 
S^v^n opened bci Hloutli, iaoriier to give hirn a- 
fpvcimeor ofi her pipe, wben ilown dropt tbot 
cheefe J which, the Fox immediately fnitching up,. 
b«ra it.amay in tttiun^ijh, leavijig the Raven to ia- 
9JM>t ^ Griet)kd«ur vanity at her teifure. 

^ .' ; : 36' FABLE VII.. 
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FABLE Vir. 

The Ftx and the Sterk. 

THE Fox, tW in general more inclined to 
roguery than wit, had once a firong incli- 
nation to play the wag with his neighbour the 
Stork. He accordingly invited her to dinner in 
great Torm ; but when it came upon the table, 
the Stork found it conCHed intirely of different 
foups, ferved up in broad (hallow diDies, fo that 
flie coulil only dip in the end of her bill, but could 
Bot poffibly fatisfy her hunger. The Fox lapped it 
up very readily, and every now and then, addreffmg, 
himfelf to his gueft, defired to know how (he liked 
her entertainment; hoped that every thing was 
Jeafoned to her mind ( and protefled he was very 
foiTy to fee her eat fo fparingly. -The Stork, per- 
ceiving file was played upon, took no notice of it, 
but pretended to like every dllb extremely; and 
at parting, preffcd the Fox A> carneilly to return 
. a . hw 



M^, yifif> that *^ e6uld &)t in ;^iviliiy fefuf^. 
7te tlav arriv^ed, and he repaired to ^ig spjiointU' 
inent} D^^t to hU great in<H'tificat!On,' whendiin-f 
her appeared, . he found it;? compnfed, ©f :mi4cjcdf/ 
jvi^t, ferved up In long ni^rr6w*ri^ci^M9L&s^^ 
io Ihat he .y^as onl)^; tantalised with th^^hl W 
wiiatit was imiioflible fbr him to ^afteV The Stork,, 
thnift in her long bill, and helped hcrfelf very pleii- ' 
tifidly f the^. turning to Reynard,, who was eagcirly 
licking the outlide of a jarr where forhe fauce tiad 
beeh fpilled^-— I am very glad, faid (he, fmiling^' 
that yioa feem to have fo good an appetite ^ I hope 
yoii win tnake as hearty a dinner at my table as I ' 
did the other day at yours. Reynard hung dbwn 
his head, and looked very much difpleafejU-r— « 
Nay, nay, faid the Stork, don't pretend to be 
out of humour about the matter ; they that can« 
not take a jeft, ihould never make one. 
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FABLE VIU., 
TTu Daw VBith bcrrtsved Ftathtru- 

WHEN a pert young tcmpler, or city ap-^ 
prentice, fets up for a fine gentleman, 
with the affiftance of an embroidered waiftcoat and 
JDrefden- ruflleSj but without one qualification pro* 
per to the chara&er,. how frequently does it happen^, 
that he is laughed at by his equals, and defpifed by 
thole whom be prefumed to imitate I 

A pragmatical Jackdaw was vain cnougft to 
imagine, that he wanted nothing but the coloured 
plumes, to render him as elegant a bird as the 
Peacock : puffed up with this wife conceit, he 
dreffed himfelf with a fiifficient quantity of their 
mofl beautiful feathers, and in this borrowed g^rb't 
jbrfaking his old companions, endeavoured to pafs 
for a Peacock; but he no fooner attempted to 
a£bciate with tbefe genteel creatures, than an af- 
fected- 



feAeA' ffrut, tetcaycd the vaiiv pretcniicr, f^- ■■ 
tS^f^ Pc3«)ck#,: plucking froia bi« t^i* d«t 
gtad^ feathers,, foon (Ifipped hjm ofhiafini^Fy^ 
rejuq^d' bini to a mere J^kdaw,.aadxl[OvE l)iia»' 
Sack tp his brethren ; by whotp he was i^qv*^ " 

Wi contempt. 



WH E.N ewelty and iBJiiftice arc armed witH' 
pow^r, and determined on oppi'^'Son, th«- 
ftrongcft pleais of innocence are preferred in vain. 

A. Wolf an* a tatjjb were accidcntaHjf quench- 
mg their thirft together at the fame uvulet. Tha 
■Woif ftood toward? the head of the ftreain, anit 
th(j Lamb at fom« diftanoe below. The injurious 
heart, refolved on a quarrel, fiercely domandsp 

How daw xoftdiflwh th« water whkhli^in ^^}^^' 
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iftg? The poor Lamh,' all trembling, replies,- 
How» I bffcech you, can that poflibly be the cafe, 
fmce the current fets from you to me t. Oifcon* 
eerted by the force of truth, he changcl the ac- 
cufation :'Six monihs ago, fays he, you vilely 
flandered me. Impoffible, returns the Lamb, for X 
,was «pt then born. No matter, it was your father 
then, or foine.jpf your relations ; and immediately 
f^fzing'the innocent Lamb, he tore him'tw-pieces. 



F AB L E X. 
y^* Mountain in Labaur, 

A RUMOUR once prevailed,, that a. neigh- 
bouring mountain was iH labour : it Was. 
afhnned, that fhe had been heard to uttet prodi- 
gious groans ; and a general" expectation had b^en 
raifed, that fome extraordinary birth was at hand.- 
.Multitudes ffockcd with much eagernefs to be 
Witneflesof the wonderful eveat ; one cxpefting 
her 



ber to be delivertd of a giants an&ther of fomV 
cnbrmoDs monRcr-; and all were fufpended in ear- 
jKlt cxpeiElation of fomewhat grand and aftomfli- 
mg. When after waiting, wiiK great iinpatiecice 
a Ccmfiderabletiifie, b^Mo f out tre'pt u ^oule> 



o 
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Tht Beji end tht Frigi, 

N the margin of a targe lake, which was in- ' 
habited by a great number of Frogs, a com- 
pany of Boys happened to" be at play. Their di- 
veriion was duck and drake ; and whole vollies of 
ftpnes were thrown into the water, to the great 
ann(^ance and danger of the poor terrified Fri^f. . 
At length one of the moft hardy, lifting up his ^ 
head above the furfacc of the lake; Ah, dear 
children, faid he, why will ye learn fo Px>U the 
cruel pradtic^s of your race? ConGder, 1 befeech 
yoy, tluctJio' this'may.be^tfrr to you, Jvadialh 
W as. , , 1 . . 

■ FABLE 3Cn. 
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WAMhZ Xlt. 

CWB, k mv ripe befoE« hn* Toun| weie 
nbh to fiy. Appretienlive for their fafety, fhe ' 
enjoined them, wliile fte went obC in order to- 
provide for their fitifiAen,c(v to liftefl very atten-. 
tively to anr diicourfe they might hcan about reap- 
fiTgltlMlleSd. Atbet- cftwn, they toM tier^ ultac 
th« fftmer anA his fim hai bees there, wai had 
s^ree^ to fend to fonte of theif acigbbout«,.to af- 
£k tlwin in Gultii^ it devw the next day. An^ 
io thty depend^ ^ feeme, Upon' neighbours, Aid 
the mother : very well': then I think we have na 
•flcafion to ^ afiaid of to-morrow. The next 
day ftte went out^ and )efe with tbcm (he fame m- 
jiHiAion as before. When flie returned, they tc— 
qnittted bci^ that the farmer and his fon had 
»g*tn b«eti th<re, buta3 nencAf their neighhom'» 
cams to t)tcic a^ft^nce, they bid deferred reaping:' 



^,tbe next dsty;,' and in^ndcd to fibnd'-ftnr facip wf 
thcic friends and relationt* I think w« raajr ftill 
venture aitother day. fays tjie mother ; but bowv. 
ever* be cvefuli as before^ to let itk know wti^ 
IHlfes ill my ab&aee. They now infomi fcer, that; , 
tte fartner and his ion had a third time vifital ohe 
fields ; and finding that neither friend nornlatioA - 
had regarded thcirfummons, they were datermined 
to come the next morning and cut it down thenii: 
fejves^ Nay, then, replied the Laric, ittstinvr 
to think of removing-: tor as they now depeed- 
auly upon themfelvcs fordoing their own buiioefS)* ' 
k will uii({oubtedly be {leitbrmcd. 



F A & L E XlXf. ^ J 

VT» Stag drinking*. 

A STAGE quenching his, thijflin 4 elc4C lakci- 
iras Article with the beauty of his faorjis,. 
which he faw; rcileA^ in the water. At the fiim«- 
tiiDe>o^ervi>ke the extreme fiendemsl^ofkis legs ; 
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WfiM-.a pitviit^ts, laid be, that' To fine z creaturr 
flieBtd-'te:furniihed with fo defptcable^a fet o'' 
tpirtdlcifaanks ! what atrul^ noble aninul I Qioult* 
be, were my logs: in any degree aniVerablf; tcmy- 
hornsKin^thc^nnilft of. this foliloquy^ he w^is 
al»imed wiik.-tbe cry of a.pack of hcninde. He 
imeiediately fliefr through ttK foreft, aii4 leaves his 
purfuers fo far behind, that he might probably 
have efcaped ; but taking into a thick wood, his 
horns were entangled in the branches, where he was 
held tilltheh()iindscameup,andcorehiin inpiec<;s. 
In bisJailmonnejiis, he thus excIainitd-'-HQW. ill 
do we judge' of our tru& advantages ! the legs 
which I defpifedwould have borne me away in fafu- 
ty, had nol my^favQurite adders betray^edme to ruin. 



FABLE Xiy. 
Tht Swallow and athtr BirJu , 

4 SWALLOW obfe^ving an hufbandman em- 
ployed in fowing hemp, called the lictli 
t£^etlier,^nd infoEaied tlusin whjit |th; far- 
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mer was about. He told them cbat hemp wa$^i6 
materia} from which the nets, fd fatal to the fea^ 
thered race, were compofed j and advifed tl^qi 
^liafiinioufly to join in pickino; it tip^-'in order to 
prevent the consequences • The Birds, either dif"* 
i>elieving his information, or neg}e£king hisi ad** 
vice, gave themfelves no trouble about the mattet* 
In a little time the hemp appeared above ground ; 
the friendly Swallow again addrefled himfelf to 
them, told them it was not yet too late, provided 
they would immediately iet about the work, be- 
fore the feeds had taken too deep root* But. they 
ftill rejeding his advice, he forfook their fociety, 
repaired for fafety to towns and cities, there built 
his habitation and kept his refidence. One day^ 
as h^ was ikimming along the ftreets, he happened 
to fee a large parcel of thole very birds, impri- 
foned in a cage, on the fhoulderis of a bird-catcher* 
Unhappy wretches, faid he, you now feel the pu* 
nifliment of your former negledl. But thofe, vmo^ 
having no fbreiight of their own, defpife the 
whol^ome admonition of their friends, deferve 
the mi fchiefi which tbejr own obftlnacy ,or;iieglir-i 
gence brings upon their heads. , ' ' . 
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FABLE XV.. 
7ht ^ and ibt L»p^(i£. 
W Afs; ■***)■ WieA !rt thr famt ftOuft *itB ^ 
_ ftvdarite Lap-dog, obferving the fuwrmr 
regret of affeiSoh, which thfc Ihtlemiftiofl «rijoy<5iJ, 
imieirted' he had nothing rtrbre W do, irt order td 
©hum an equal ffiaVe iti the go«l E;rateS of the ' 
family, than to imit&tt the"* Lap-iJo^s ^Hyful aivil 
endearing careffes. Accordingly, he began to frifk 
about before his matter, kicking up his heels and 
braying, in an awkward afFei^ation of wantonneTs 
und pleafantry : this Itrang^ behaviour could not 
fail of raifing much laughter, which the Afs mlf- 
laking for approbation and encouragement, he. 
proceeded to leap upon his mafter's brcaft, and be-* 
^n very familiarly to lick his face ; but he was' 
prefently convinced, by the force of a good cud-' 
gel, that what is fprigntly and agreeable in one,' 
may in another be juftly cenfured as rude and im-. 
pertinent \ and that the fureft way to gain efteem, 
is for every one to aSt fuitably to his own natural 
e«irius-bRa')ilAr£ler. 

FABLE XVI. 
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FABLE XVt 
S^ X.nK and tU Msufiw 

ALTON by accident laid bis pmrupQK a 
poor inDocent Mode.' The inghtcd tttUa 
<c;e3tMre imig^ning Qw was Jult going to be do* 
vburedt begged bB^d iat her u&^ urged that els- 
3uency was the faucA attribute of powar, »id 
•eamo&y intreated his majei^ not to Aain his il- 
,]uflriou£j)aWs vrich thehloDdOif ibiniigoificantan 
mnimal ; uf on wliich' tlie Lion verv generou^ ftc 
ber at liberty. Ilhj^pencd-afew ixy^ aftenvards 
that the Lion, rah^ine for his prey, fell into tte 
toils of the hunter. The Moule h^ard his r%gi^ 
ings, knew the v<uae of her b«ncf»i3pra and im- 
mediAely repairing, to his afliilance, gnawed Sa 
j>ieces the me{hes of the aetjand-bjr delivering htr 
prcferver, convinced him that there is no crcatui* 
fo much below another, but may have it in hift 
sourer to jxtuw a gpod aSvae> 

■ FABLE XVII, 
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J a:b l e ;:xyjt. 

Tie Wdf. and tht Crani, 

AW O L F fcaving with too much greedinels 
Twtllowed a bone, it unfortuflaCe»-ftuck.ln 
' bis throat} and in the violence of his pain he ap^ 
plied to fevera) animals, eamcftlj entreating them 
'- to cxtrad it. None cared to hazard the dangeroas 
'cxpertmeBt, except the Crane; who, perrualcd bf 
•Wis fcJemn promifes of a gntuity^, ventured to 
thruft her enormous length of neck down hit 
throat) and having fuccefsftilly performed the ope- 
ration, claimed the recompence. Sec the unrea- 
fnnblenefs of feme creatures, faid the Wolf : 
hare I not fuffered thee fafely to draw thy neck 
out of my jaws, and haft thou the conftience t* 
demand a further reward ) 
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FABLE XVni. 
Tht Ceuntrjman and the Sneh. 

AM hone{tCouiitryinanDl>l£rve(laSnakc{yin; 
under a hedge aimoU frozen to death. He . 
was moved with compaiHon ; and bringing ic 
borne, be iaid it near the fire, and gave it iotas 
new milk. Thus fed and cheriOied, the creature 
prcfently began to revive" but no fooner had" he 
recovered tlrcfigth enough to do mifchief^ ^h^n 
he iprung uyon the countryman's wife, bk one of 
his children, and, in (horc, threw the whole f;[- 
iniJy into confufion and terror. Ungrateful 
wretch ! faid the man, thou haft fufficiently taught 
me bow ill-judged- it is to confer beneiics on the 
worthtefs and undeferving. So faying, he fnatched 
itj] an batchct, and cut the fnake in pieces. 



FABLE XIX. 
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FA B L E; XIX, 
Thi Dog, anti. the Sh(i4oW' 

A"N hungry Spanifl, having ftolen. a piece of 
flcfh from a butcher's ftiopi, was carrying it 
acfole a river. The water beitig clear, and- the 
fun ihining brightly, he faw his own image in the 
ftream, and fancied it to be 3i\other Dog with a 
m'ore delicious morfei : upon which, unjmlly and 
reedily opening his jaws to fiiatch at the Shadow, 
' loft the fubftancc. 



E 
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FABLE XX. 

The Sun and tit fTind. 

IDKCEBUS and ^olus had once a dHpute^ 
; which of theili-conld Ibbricft prevail with s ^ 
certain tnv^ller to part with his cloak. JE6ltt9 ' 
began the attack, and alTaulted him 'with great ■ 
violenoe. But the man wrapping his chiak fiilt '' 
dolcr about him, doubled his efforts to keep it^ 'i 
and went on his way. And noW} Phcebus'darttJd'"' 
hi» wafm infinuating rays, which melting the tra« 
velier by degrees, at length obliged him to throw 
afide that cToalc, which all the rage of JEolua 
could not compel him to refign. Ltzm hence, 
faid Phcebus to the bluAcriog god, that foft and 

fentle means will often accompiilh what force and 
ury can never effect. 
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FABLE xxr.. ■ 

' ' rhi Wilfond iht Majiff, 

'A LEAN half-ftarved Wolf inadvertentiy 
t\_ ftr(d-led in Ac way of a ftrong well-fed 
MaftifT. Tke Wolf being much too weak ttf aA 
upcw the ofFenfive, thought-it moft prudent to ac- 
Coft honell Towfer in a friendly manner;: *id 
anonz other civilities, very complaifantly con- 
gfatulated him on bis goodly appearance. Why, 
yes, returned the MaftiJF, I am indeed Ifi tolera- 
ble cafe; and if. you will follow me, yon may 
iboa be altogether in as good a p)i|bt. The Wolf 
pricked up his ears at the propofaT, and requetled 
to be informed what he muft do to earn fuch plen^ 
tiful meals. Very little, replied the Mafliff; only 
drive -awa]^ beggars, carefs my mader, and be civil 
ui his family. To thefe conditions the hungry 
.\Volf had no object on, and very readily confenied 
^ follow his new acquaintance wherever he would 
J condufi 
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vaaAaSt him. As they were ' trotting along, dre 
Wolf obferved that the hair was worn in a circje 
round his friend's neck y which railed hi« curiofit]ft 
to enquire what was the occafion of it. No;hin|;i; 
anfwererf th« Mafiiffi or a mere tFiBej perhaps 
•he collar to which-my chain is fometinjes faften-5j 
e*i.. Chwn! replied the Wolf,, with muchfut- 
prize ; it IhouJd Teem then . that you ane not per* 
mitted to rove about whece and when you pleafe.- 
Not alw»ys„ returned Towfcr,, hanging iotia hi» 
head; t>uf what doc9 that fisnify.? It JignifKsib- 
much, rHoined the Wolf, that I am relolvcd to 
harano ihare in your dinners; A;^ a meal witti 
liberty, is, in. mjreHimatioiH-pufenibte to a^jfs/f 
one without it. 



FABLE XXII.. 
Fartune anii the Schoel-htf. 

ASGHOOL.B-OY. fatigued witfi-pUy, 
threw himfelf down by the brink of adeep 
weJi^ where he fell fartaacep. Fortune happening 
G 3 » 
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to pafs by, faw him in this dangerous iituatieit, 
aAd khidlVgavehim a tap on tW ftioulder: S/i'y 
dear child; faid ftic, if you had fallen ijnto.thjs 
well, ZIbDuld have fcome the blame } though in 
fitS^'the accident Would have been wholly owing 
to your own carelefiViefs. 

Misfortune, faid a celebrated cardinal^ is but 
sinother word for unprudence. The Riaxim is by 
no means abfoluCely true : certain, however, it is^ 
that mankind fufTer more ei^ils from their own im- 
prudence, thaji horn events which it is not in 
their power to coAtroul. 



FABLE XXIII. 
The Frog and the Ox. 

A FROG being wonderfully ftruck with the 
iize and roajefty of an Ox that was grazing 
In the marfhcs, could not forbear endeavouring to 
[ ' expand 
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expuidherlelf tdthelainepDillynisgiiinMlfl' Af- ' 
ler puffing and fwel)in|^ foi" feme time, ** What 
" think you, fifter," h.d &€, " WiUl this do?/' 
Far from it. '* Will this ?"- By jig meant. 
" But this fureljr will?" Nothing Uke k,,. .0* 
fliort, aftec many ridiculous efforts to the fame 
■fruiriefs purpofc, theTimple Frog butfttief (kih, 
and Biilcrabiy: expired upon ttfc fpot. 



FABLE XXIV. 
i^he Lien and ether Btafls hunting tn TartnU^tf. 

/"HHE Bull, and feveral other beafta, were 
X ambirioirg of the honour of hunting with 
the Lion. His favage niajtliy gracioufly conde^ 
fcended to thetr defiic ; and it was agreed, that 
they Qiould all have an equal ihflrfe in whatever 
might be taken. They fcour the forefl, are una- 
nimous in the.purfuit j and, after a very SnechacCi 
pull down a iioble Stag. It \v^s divided with great 
C 4. dextcritj 



..-^exffHty b^..the. .Bullr ifita four ^%yal p«rtsj 
^' Wt JtiS 3S he was going to lec^re bisiiiar6>^f{old, 
^^"faj^ .-tlw Xiorir .let, no one lurCume to Cent. hisi- 
V.ftif,' till, he hath, .beard .our jijft ajid ceafoqablt 

,cUv)i=~- 'Jifetze U90|i the,£rft quarter by V[Vri:<ue ol 
, "iji'jf prerogative J the (ecoml,.! thinks i» diie teni) 
'^'TiipiitOT condu^ ajid courage; I caa»Ot jforegc 

the tjiird on account of the ncce^ties of my iea ; 
■ and if any one is. inclined to diTpuCe my righltc 

the fourth, ht him fpeals. Awed by the majeftj 
,of his frown, and the terror of hie paws, ihey.ji- 
' Ifhtly withdrew, refolving never tQ hmu again l»(r 
'.With iheif equals,' ■ , .^■ 



FABLE XXV. 
7** Aat and tht Flj. 

AN Ant and a Fly had once a ridiculous con- 
teft about precedency, and were arguing 
which of the two was the more honourable : fuch 
difputes moft frequently bappea amongft tb 
lowe. 
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rToWicft and moft worthlcfr crcattires^ • T!»€ ^ly 
•xprdTed gfeat refentmcnt;. th&t fiic^ a |)o6r; 
criwling infe6l, fliouia* prefume t<r ife balking'in 
the fame Ainftifrfe, wkh dfrre fo rnliGh her fopefior ! 
Thou haft noWurely theinfolerice; iaid flie,t6 Iftia- 

- gihe thyielfbf an eqtialTanJc with*/«^. • 1 arti h<^c 
of your mcchamc cieituies who livehy their induf- 

.fry;, but enjoy in- plenty^ and without labour^, 
every thing that is truly delicious. I place my-* 
felf unc6ntrou<ied-upon the head's of kings; I kifs 
with freedom the lips of beauties ; and feaft upion 
the choiceft facrificcs that are offered to the god$. 
To eat with the gods,, replied the Ant, and to« 
enjoy th^ favouis of the fair and the powerful»s 
wourd'be great honour indeed to one who was an. 
invited or a welcome gueft ; but an impertinent^ 
intruder, who ia driven out with: averfioa.and;! 
contempt wherever he appears, has not mudi« 

^-eaafe methiiifci} tp boaft'of his-pnVile^s. Aod a&« 
to the honour of not labouring for youc^ fubfif-- 
tcnde J here, too your boaftis only your difgmcej.; 

*^r hence it is, that one half of thci^ear you arc : 
deftitute even of ; the common^nece£ariefr of .life; 
whjlft I, at the fame timejj^ retiring- ^o. the hoarded 
granalries which my hon^ft. induftry . has fUied, . 
enj^y every iatiafa<^ion, independent .of the fai^- 
your eitber.ofbeauties4>r of kings* 
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FABLE XXVI. 
Tht Bear and iht two Fritnds. 

TWO Friends, fettlng out together upon a 
journey which led thro' a daagerous foreft, 
mutually promifed to affift each other, if they^ould 
■happen to be alTauIted. They had not proceeded 
far, before they perceived a Bear makuig towards 
^em with great rage. There were no hopes tn 
flight : but one of them, baring very aftivc, fprai»g 
up into a tree; upon which the other, throwing 
himfelf flat on the ground, held his breath, and 
pretended to be dead; remembering to have bean) 
it aderted, that this creatuve will not prey upon a 
dead carcafe. The Bear came up> and after 
,fmellinz to him fcHne time, left tMtn, and went 
on. When he was fairly out of light and hear- 
jng, the hero from the tree calls out— Wei!, rtij 
fricodj what faid the Besr i He fFcnied to vbifpef 
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yo'i very clofely. He did fo,r^ied the oth?f, 
. ^.d gave me This good piece of advice; never 'Jo 
-aflociate with a wretch, who in thtt hour of diin- 
^r -will defert his friend. 



FABLE XXVII. 
the BuU and the Gnat. 

A CONCEITED Gnat, fully perfiiaded.oF 
bi$ own imporiance, having placed himfelf 
ftn the hortt of a Bull, eK[irefled great uneafinelft 
kfl his weight fhould be inctiinmCxIious : and wiEli 
much ceremorty begged the Bull's pardon (di tlife 
liberty he had taken ; pffur'iitg hirrt that he v^ouM 
.iinmwliately remove, if he pfefl^d too hatd updii 
.him. ' Give yourfelf no uneafineft on that ^7 
count, rt^plied the Bull, f befeech you : for as I 
never perceived when you fate down, I {ball pro- 
'^bably not mifs you whenever you thirik fit to ril? 

\t. ■ - '- '■'■'■ 1 
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FABLE; XXYIIL - : 
'S .^ lie Wafpt and iht Bill. 

PRETENDERS of every kind ite\^ia^ 
tested by appealing to their works. 

&omc honey-combs being claimed by a ftv3cn» 
of Wafps, the right owners protefied againft theii 
demandr aod. thecaufc was refsrred ts a Horoet. 
Wi[ne(fes being examined, they depofed that cer- 
tain winged creattkes, who had a Joud hum, were 
of a yelK>wi(h colour, and fomewiiat like Bees, 
Ivere obfcEved a conliderabte time hovering about 
'the place where this nefl was found. But this 
did not fufficicntly decide the quedion j. for tbefe 
'charadteriftics, the Hornet obfervcd^ agreed no 
■tefstelth the Bees than with the Waips. At 
'length a fenfible old Bee offered to put the maL- 
■ter Upbn this dfcifive ilTue : Let a place be ap- 
.^istcd by Uk court, fatd he, for the ^aintiSs 
V- and 
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and 4efendant.s to work in : it will then foon ap- 

ptar which of us are capable of forming fuch rc- 

- rular cells, and afterwards of filling them withf 

'So delicious a fluid. The Wafps, refufing tO' 

agree to this propofal, futHciently convinced^ the 

jiidse on which fide the right' lay j aodjie dfcri^d. 

~ ti^o ftoney-combs accordingly^ 



F A. BI,.£ XXIX, . ' 

2X/ Old. Man. mi. Dteliu. 

A FEEBLE Old MzBr quite fpent with caff 
rying a burttien of, fticks,. which, wttti 
ffiucb. labour, he had gathered ia aneighbourli^^ 
wood, called upon Death to releafc him from the 
btigues he endiired- Death hearing the invoc^r- 
tioo, was immediately at his elbow,, ajid alkqd 
htm what, he wanted. Frighted and trembling %t 
tbeunexpe^cd appcaiaace; O gtwl lu I isid^hf* 
- , . »/ 
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my burt^ien bkd Itke- Co have ffipt from me, and 
being unable to recover it myfelf, I o^ly im- 
plored youi affiftauci to replace tton my Ihoul- 
derst 



FABLE XXX. 

<-•- Tht Cturi and Cmwtry^Mmfi, 

A CONTENTED Couiitry-Moufe had 
once the honour to receive a vifit from an. 
old ac<iuaintance belonging to the Court. The 
Coui)try-Moufe, extremely glad to fee her gueft» 
"very hofpitably fet before her the beft checfe apd 
kcon which her cottage affiJided ; and as to their 
leverage, it was the pureft vrater from the (bring. 
The repaft was homely indeefl, but the welcome 
ttearty : they fate ana chatted away the evening 
together very agreeably, and then retired in peace 
snd quietnefs each to her Utile cell. The next 
noming* 'when the gueft was- to take her leave. 
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Ihe kindly pre/Ted her-epuntry frieiiclto accompanjr 

her; fettiog fbnh in very -pompous ietanBy t^e 

great elegaace and plenty in which flie lived at 

court. Th€ Country-Moufc was eafily prevailed 

' upon, and they fet out together. It was late in 

the evening when they arrived at the palace j. hoW' 

* ever, in one of the rooms, they found the remains 

'of a fumptuous entertainment. There were creams 

^ and jellies, and fweetmeats ^ and every thing,, in 

ihort, of the mod: delicate kind : the cheefe was 

Parmefan, and they wetted their whifkers in ex* 

Juiflte Champaign. But before they had kalf 
njflied their repaft> they were alarmed with^the 
backing and fcratching of a Lap-Dog ;, then the 
naming of a Cat frightened them almoft to death y 
by and* by, a whole train of fervants burft into 
the i:oom,'and every thing was fwept away in aa 
inftant. ^Ah ) my. dear fiiend^ iatd the Country- 
Moufe^ as foon as ihe had recovered courage 
enough to ipeak,, if your fine living is thus in- 
terrupted, wjch, fears and dangers, let me ceturo to 
my plain food, and my peaceful cottage ^ for what 
is elegance without eafe^ or plenty with anacV 
ing heart f 
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FABLE. XXXI.- 
Tbe Fox, and. tht. Gtat- 

AFOX and a Goat Iravclling together, in ai 
very fultry day, found t^cmfelvcs exceed- 
ingly thirity ; when Iboking round the country, in- 
order to dilcover a place where they, might pro- 
bably, meet wth water, they at length defcried a> 
clear fpring at the bottom of a. well. They both^ 
eagerly defcended^ and having fulHciently allayed' 
their thiril, begpn to confider.how they Ibould get 
out. Many expedients for that purpofe were- 
mutuaily propofed, and reje£led. . At laft the crafty 
Fox cried out with great joy, I have & thought- 
juft ilruck into my. mint], which I am confident 
will extricate us out of our difficulty : do you,, 
iatd he to the Goat, only rear yourfelf up upon 
your hinder legs, and reft your fore-feet again/l 
the fide of the well. In this polture, I will climb^ 
UD to. your bead} from wlKnce I. Iball be able, 

■'■ ■■' ■■ .■'' ■ THllv; 





with aJprigfe^o^P^i^ : 

fi»r.*i^}ra'ififl! you oat by diehornk.^^ 
|^^al:lik^4 ^Hc propofaX weltf And 'inttne<6atei 
plicedjbitefelf as dirc<^d : by B)can$ of a^l 
tht I^'.lMithout much dif&ciiity, gaihedJtJTife ., 
AUj'Mvry, hid tMfif Qf&'t|'»y€ mtr the affiil^nbe 
JfiujNrifiiiiiedi^' '^^ pid i^l^ replied the P6x, 
h;^(t tbou but half as Much braiiis as beardy thou 
woMldflr never have believed^ that! would bazarcl 
niy own life toTavethioe* However, I will Ictete 
Wftli^ei^pkce erf' advice, which may be of Tir- 
vic^M-^a#1vpi!eift:€r, if thou (houldft havfe the 
goof fertuneiS make thy efcape : •* NeYcrjvcn- 
tur^iHtaawe^t again, before thou haft wtUJcoa- 
ildeffed^Mr to get out of it.'^ 
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FABLE XXXII. 

7hi Farmer^ the CraruSy and the Stork. 

AS T O R K was unrortonately drawn mu 
company with fome Cranes, who were jui! 
fcfdng out on a party of pleasure, as they called it, 
whiih ill iruth was to rob the fifti-ponds of a 
neighbouring Farmer. Our fimple Storlt agreed to 
make one ; and it To happened, that they were all 
taken in the faft. The Cranes having been aid of- 
fenders, had very little to fay for themfelves, and 
were prefently difpatched ; but the Stork pleaded 
hard for his life. He urged that it was his firft 
fault, that he was not naturally addi^eJ to ftealijig 
fifii, that he was famous for piety to his parents, 
»nd, in ihort, for many other virtues- Your piety 
and virtue, faid the Farmer, may, for 'aught I 
know, be exemplary j, but your being in company 
with thieves renders it very fufpicious ; and yott 
mufl therefore fubmit with patience to fharc the 
lime pqniOiment with your companions. 

FABLE XXXIIL, 
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FABLE XXXUI. 

TheOai an4tke Wll^vj. 

/y CONCEITED Willow fed onie th» 
Jr\^ vanity to chaHenge his mighty neighbour 
the Oak, to a trial of ftreijgth. Jt jvas to be de- 
termined by the nextftorm; and ^oliiswas ad- 
drefTed by both parties, to exert his moft powerfirf 

,offartS.. This was no foonerafked than granted j 
snd a violent tmrricane arofe : when the pliant 
Willow, bending from the blaft, or (hrinkiag 
under it, evaded all its force ; while the generous 
Oak, ilifdaining to give way, oppoied its fury, and 
was torn upby the roots. Immediateij' the WiU 
low began .to ejcult, and to claim the vidory ; 
when thus the fallen Oak Interrupted his exul- 
tation ; Calleft thou this a trial of ftrcngth ? Popr 
wrtcch ! not to thy ftrength, but weiknefs j not t<> 
thy boldly facins; danger, but msanly ikulking fro«i 

■ it, thou owefl thy prSfenflafety. I am, 91 Oalf, 
1.. , i thougli 
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'tlwugh fsUlen ; thou S^l j>-Wil^W, thoug 

I Mf^ 4n^W pofcf an igndmlrtioas iJffj'jSS 
bj-^craft'w cowardice,. to the glory, SbT"^ 
ceatlt 'in an honourable (^uie.- ,' 



FABLE XXXIV. f 

Tht Bey and (ht Filberts. 

A CERTAIN Boy, as Epifletus tcIU tl ;: 
fable, put his haad into a pitcher, wher.-, 
great plenty of figs and filberts were depoliud ; he 
grafpi^ as many as hisfift could poffibly hold, b'. ' 
when he endeavoured to pull it ont, the narrow 
ncfs of the neck prevented him. Unwilling .-.-. 
lofe any of them, but unable to draw out his hajii! , 
be burit into tears, and bitterly bemoaned his hat \ 
fortune. An honeft fellow wbo ftood hy, gav 
him this wife and feafonable advice ; — Grafp on! 
btlf the quantity, my Boy, and you willsalil; 
Aicceed. "-I,!' 

FABLE XXXV. 
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i V 515/ SatjK ond thi TravfUer. _ ' ' 

A Poor man travelling in the depth of win- 
ter, through a dreary forcft* no inn to re- 
ceive hta, no human creature to befriend or com- 
fort htm, was tn danger of being ftarved to death. 
At laft, however, he came to the cave of a Sat^, 
urhere he intrea^ed leave ta reft a while, and fbef- 
ter himfelf from the inclemency of the weather^- 
Ttie Satyrvery civilly complied with his.requeft.' 
The man had no foontsr entered, tban he began to 
blow his fingers. His hoA, fttrpnfed at the novelty 
' of the xiftion, wais carious to know the meaning 
! of it. ■ 1 do ic, faM.tho; Traveller, to warm my 
■ frozen joints, which arti^benumbed with dojd.' 
I Prefently afwiwards, ihe S«yr having. prepa«di 
i a mefs of- hcc grvcl. to' refivfh h^ guel^ the tnani 
fo'i.,d it neceflary to blow his pottage too. W6*tv 
iii-.'^ire^ tlK.ti)t^4 '^ <^o^ Y'^^'^ gi'ucl bot eoough i . 
I i . . Yes, 
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Tfes, replied the TravBlIer, tod hot ( and I bloT- 
it-tix make it tooler. Do you fof fluoth the 
Satyr;: then' get out of my cave as fa(t as you can i 
f(^ I defire to have no communication with n 
creature that blows hot and cold with the fsunc 
bticath; 



FA B L E XXXVI. 
TTie Harft and tht Stag. 

BEFORE the ufe of Horfes was known in 
the world, one of thofe noble animals, hav- 
ing-faeeninrultedby a Stag, and finding himfelf 
unequal to hii adverfaty, applied to -a man for 
afli^Qce. The TequeAwasealily granted, and 
theman putting a bridle in his mouth, and mount- 
ing upon his baclCr Coon came up vivith the Stag, 
and laid him dead at hiscneiny'^ fefct. The Hoifc 
having thus gratified his reVenge, thanked hi* 
auxiliuT! Awd lUMr will :I return iA' triumph, 
faid 
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fiklhe, and reign theundifputedtordof thcfarcft.' 
By tin means, replied the man; I fliaHhave oc- 
c fion for youT {ervices, and you ifiuft go home 
with mc. So faying, he led him to his horel, 
where the unhappy Meed (pent the rtmsinder of 
his days in a laborious fervitudej fenfible too 
late, that how pleafing foever revenge may appear, 
it alwMvs co(H more to a generous mind than the 
purcbafe is worths 



FABLE XXXVII. 
IThe Farmer and hit Sons.' 

A WEALTHY old farmer, who h>d tot 
fomc time declined in his health, perceiving 
that he had not many days co live, called his fons 
together to his bedfide. My dear children, faid 
the dying man* I leave it with you as my lafi in- 
jun^Jon,' not to part with the farm which has 
been in our family tbefe hundred years : for, Co - 
difcl9fe to yQ« 4 fa;Kt which I received from my 
father. 
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father, and which I now think proper to com 
^municate to you, there is a treafure hid fomewhei 
in the grounds ; though I never could diicover t^ 
particular fpot where it lies concealed. Howevv 
as Toon as the harveft is got in, fpare no pains:>«- 
the fearch, and I am well afTured you will tie 
lofe your labour. The wife old man was no focnv 
laid in his grave, and the time he mentioned ar- 
rived, than his fons went to work> and with grea-" 
vigour and alacrity turned up again and agait: 
every fpot of ground belonging to their farm j tte 
coniequence of which was, afthp^gh they did tioi 
find the obje<9: of their pur filit, that their land: 
yielded a far more plentiful crop than thofe q' 
their neighboui-s. At the end of the year, when 
they were fettling their accounts, and computing 
their extraordinary profits, I would venture i. 
wager, faid one of the brothers more acute thar^ 
the^Teft, that this was the concealed wealth my 
father meant. I am fure at leaft, we hai^e found 
by experience, that ** laduftry 1$ itfelf a treafure," 

" [ :> 
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Tie Lien andtbe Gnat. 

A VAUNT! thou paltry, contemptible iit- 
f"\_ feSt ! faid a proud Lion one day to a Gnat 
that was frifking about in the air near his den. 
The Gnat, enraged at this unprovoked infult, 
vowed revenge, and immediately darted into the 
Lion's ear. After having fufficiently teazed him in 
that qijarter. Hie quitted her ftacion, and retired 
under his belly ; and from thence made her lad 
and moH formidable attacic in his noftrils, where 
fiinging him almoft to madnefs, the Lion at length 
fell down, utterly fpent with rage, vexation, and 
pain. The Gnat having thus abundantly gra- 
tified her refentment, flew off in great exultation : 
but in the heedlefs tranfports of her fuccefs, not 
fuffipjently attending to her own fecurity, fiie 
found heifetf unexpet^edly entangled in the web 
D of 



of a fplder ; who, rulhine <ftit inftantlf i^pen her, 
put an end to her triumph and h«r life. 

This fable inRm^ us, never to (uSer ^ucceft 
fd far to tnuifporr us, as to fh roar as bff'Oui 
£uaid againfl a reverfe of fortune. 



FABLE XXXIX. 

The Mifer and bis Treafurt. 

A MISER having fcraped together a confidei- : 
able fum of money, by denying himfelf thf 
common conveniencics of life, was imich embar- 
rafled where to lodge it moll fecurely. Aftc. 
many perplexing debates with hirateif, he atlengit 
fixed upon a corner in a retired field, where h' 
depbfited his Treafure, and with it hi'^ heart, in v, 
hole, which he dug for ttiat purpofe. His mind 
was now for a moment at eafc ; but he bad an-: 
. proceeded many paces in bis way home, when si- 
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bis aaxietjr retui^ned; and he could liot forbear 
going back to fee that every, thing was fafe* I'bia 
he repeated again and again I till he was at laft ob« 
ierved hfA labourer who was mending a hedge itt 
an afdjac^t^meadow. The fellow concluding t^at 
ibmeoiing extraordinary muft be the occaiion of 
the. frequent vifits, marked the fpot; and comito 
in the night in order to examine it, he difcovered 
the prize, and bore it off uimiolefted. Early the 
Btext morning, the Mifer again renewed his vifit ; 
when finding his Treafure gone, he broke out 
ifito the mou bitter exclamations. A Traveller^ 
who happened td be pafEng by at the fame time, 
was moved by his complaints to enquire into, the 
caufe of them. Alas ! replied the Mifer, I have 
fuilained themoft cruel and irreparable lofs ! fome 
villain has robbed me of a fum of money, which 
I buried under this ftone no lonser ago than yefier- 
"-day« Buried ! returned the Traveller with fur- 
prize ; a very extraordinary method truly of dif* 
pefing of your riches f Why did you not rather 
keep them in your houfe, that they might be 
ready for your daily occafions ? Daily occafions I 
refumed the Mifer, with an air of much indigna- 
tion ; do you imagine I fo little know the value 
of money, as to iuifer it to be run away with 
by occafions ? on the contrary, I had prudently 
refolved not to touch a fingle fliilling of it. If 
that was your wife refolution, anfwered the Tra- 
veller, I lee no fort of reafon for your being thus 
afflided ; it is but putting this ftone in the place 
of your Treafure, and it will anfwer all your 
purpofes full as well* 
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■Jdintrva's Olive. 

TYtT. gods, fay the heathen mythblogffls, 
'have eacltof thtmtheir'favourite' tfee. .Ju- 
piter preferred the oak, Vetiiis the myrtle, and 
Phcebus the laurel; Cybele rhe pine, and Her- 
cules the poplar. 'Minerva, furpfized Ihat they 
■'ihould choofe barren trees, afked Jupiter the rea- 
rfon.— — It is, faid he, to prevent any fu(|)lcion 
'that- we cOnfef the honour we do them, ' from an 
'intprefted motive. - Let folly fiifpcfl: what it plcafes, 
■ returned Minerva ; I fliall not fcruplc to acknow- 
'ledge, that I make choice of the Olive for the 
ufefulnefs of its fruit. O (laughter, replied the 
■ father of the gods, it is with juftice that -men 
cfteem thee wife ; for nothing is truly valuable 
that is not ufeful. 
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ThrJUikh and the Cbuntrjmaii. 

^\/T E N often judge wrpng from fome fooliflj 
■J[_VJf prejudice; and whilft thevperfi.fi"in thcde- 
ftnce of their miftakes, arc famctiiiKS brought to 
Ihame by inconteflable evidence. - 

; A certain- vwalt by patricjftn, intenK^tng to treat 
Ih&Rcfnisii'peopU with fome theatrical entertMn- 
nents; publiOKd' a reward- to any one who could 
furnifh out a new'or uncommon diverfton. Ex- 
citedly emulation, the anifts aflcmbled'from all 
paces; among wbpni, a Mimic^ well known for 
hiKar^wit, gav« out, thu he had a kind of en- 
tertainatent that had never yet be^n produced up4lt 



my ft age. 
This rei 



This report being fpread about, brought the 

whole city together. The theatre could hardly 

contain tbe number of fpe£lators. And when the 
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artift appesired alaacrfpon T*te ftage, without any 
ajii^ratMS) without' any prompter or ai&ftantv ci^ 
ri^ficT add fufpenfe k^pt the fpe£btors in a pr^^ 

Ipn i%3]deh tW performer thr-oft down bis heifl 
in^ his bofbm,'aixd mi^cked the ftjuc^king ofa 
ydiing pig fo natural] jr^vdiat the audience inftf^ed 
upon i^ h^ liad one under his cloak^ and ordered 
him to be fearched. Which being done^ and ispi-^ 
thing appearing, they loaded the man with tnc(^ 
miumst and honourea hirn with thi? moft extraya« 
gsint applaufe* 

A country Tellow" obftrving what paft i— — ♦ 
*« Faith," fays he, *« I can do this better than he :!^ 
Md immediately gave out, that he would perforni^ 
,t|ie.ikme much better the next day. Accoraiiigiy^ 
greater crowds affbmbled : prepofTeiT^d, how^ver^ 
in favour of'thcfirft-arttft,^ they fit prcpated to 
laugh at the Clown^ rather than to juc^e fairly of 
his performance. 

They both came out upon the ftage. Tlia 
Mimic grants away firft, is received with vaft ap« 
plaufe, and the toudeft acclamations. Then the 
Countryman, pretending that he concealed a little 
pig under his clothes (which, in fa<5i, he did) 
pinched the ear of tht animal, till he made him . 
iqueak. The people exclaimed aloud that thefirft 
performer had imitated the pig much more natit*' 
rally ; s^nd would have hifled the Countryman off^ 
the ftagQ, but he produced the xeal pig from bis 
bofom, and convincing them by a vifible proof of 
their ridiculous error ; See, gentlemen, fays he^ 
ff^hat prpty fort of judgfs yQU an f 
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The Dog md the Crecodih^ 

W£ can never be' too carefully gUMdeil 
againft a conne^ioa with perfons of sui iH 

charatSer^ 

As a Dog was courGng the banks of the Nile, he 
grew chirfty* but, fearing to be feized by ihe 
snonAecs of chat river, he would not (lop to fatiate 
his.«Lfought, but lapped as he ran. A Crocodile 
railing his head above the furface of the water, 
afked tiior, why he was in fuch a hurry ? he had 
«ften^ he Taid, wifhed for his acquaintance, and 
fhoyld be glad to embrace the prefent opportunity. 
You do me great honour, returned the Dog, but. 
it is to avoid fuch companions as you that lam in 
ia much haiVe. 
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the mif in nifguift, 

DESIGNING hypocrites frequently Tay 
themfclves open to difcovery, by over acting 
their parts. 

A Wolf, who by frequent vifits to a flock of 
(Beep in his neighbourhood, began to be extrerody 
well known to them, thought it expedient, for 
the more fuccefsfully carrying on his depredations, 
to appear in a new charadier- To this end he dif- 
guifed. himfelf in a fhepherd's habit ; and refting 
his fore-feet upon a flrick, which ferved him bj 
way of crook, he foftly made his approaches to- 
wards the fold. It happened that the Hiepherd 
and his dog were both of them extended on the 
grafs, fad afleep ; fo that he would certainly have 
fucceeded in his projedl, if he had not imprudently 
attempted to imitate the ihepherd's voice. The 
horrid 
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horrid, noife awakened, tl^etn botlv; When the 
Wolf, encumbered witb hit dlfguife, and fincHng 
it impoffible either to rcfift or. to flee, yickled- up 
htt-lifeancaiy prey to the fliepherd's dog. ' . 



FABLE XLIV. 
The Bee and the Spider. 

THE Bee and the Spider once entered into a 
warm debate which was tfae better artift. 
The Spider urged her Ikill in the mathematics^ 
and aiTerted, that no one was half fo well ac- 
quainted as herfelf with the coitflruftion of lines, 
angles, fquares, and circles : that the web Ihe daily 
wove was a fpecimen of art inimitable hy any 
other creature ii) the univerfe : and befides, that 
her works were derived from herfelf alone, the 
product of her own bowels : whereas the boafted 
honey of the Bee was Aolen from every herb and 
D 5 iower 
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flower of^ the fieU$ xugr, tbxt flie had obIi|)»tions 
even to Ae xqeaneft weeds*. To this the Bee re- 

J lied, Am (be wfts ifi hopes 'the art of extracting 
oxvejr from the meaneft weeds would at le4ft hav^ 
been allowed her as an excellence ; and that a$ to 
iief ftealing fweets from, the herbs and flowers of 
the fi^d, her flciil was there fa confpicuous, thal;^' 
Sio Sower ever fuSered the leaft diminution of its 
fragrance from fo delicate an operation. Theo^. 
as^to the Spider's vaunted knowledge in the cch}- 
firudlion of luies a^d angles, ihe believed (he 
might fafely reft the merits of her caufe on the 
regularity alone of her comb's ; but ilace ihe. could 
add to this, the fweetnefs and excellence of her 
honey, and the various purpofes to which her wax. 
was employed, fhe had nothing to fear from the 
comparifon of her fkill with that of the weaver of. 
a flimfey cobweb : for the value of every art, Ihe. 

iBibferved^ is cbie^y to be eftimatcd by it$ uie* 
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FABLE' XliV.; 
•Hi. Aft and- bit Maflar, • 

AD I L I G E N T Afs, daily loaded beyond 
his ftrength by a fevcrc Mafter whom he had 
Ibng ferved, and who kept him at; very ftiort com- 
mons, happened one day in his old age, to be op- 
preffcd with a more than ordinary burthen of 
earthen-ware. His ftrength being much' impaired j 
and the road deep and uneven, he un fortunate ly 
made a trip, and, unable to recover himfclfj felt 
down and broke- all the velftls to pieces. His A^if- 
ter, tranfporied with rag^^beg^n ta beat him molf 
muRcrciftilly^ AgainA'wKom the poor Afj, lifting 
up his head as he lay on the- ground, thusftrongly 
remonftrated: Unfeeling wretch ! to Ay own ava* 
ricious cruelty^. in -firft pinching mcof food, and 
then loading me beyond my ftrength j thou oweih the 
misfortune which thou fo unjuMy imputeft to me.- 
D 6 "" FABLE" XLV V. 
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■ The Cock and iht Fax. 

AN expeiienccd oH Cock waslcttling himfcJf 
to rooft upon a high bough, when a Fox ap- 
peared under the tree. 1 am come, faid the artful 
hypccrite, to acquaint you in the name of all my 
brethren, that a general peace is conclu«)ed be- 
tween your who)e family and ours. Defcend im- 
mediately, I bcfeech you, that we may mutually 
embrace upon fo joyful and uiiexpe£ied an event. 
My good friend, replied the Cock, nothing could 
be more agreeable tome than this news : and to 
hear it from you increafes my fatisfat^ion. Sut I 
perceive two hounds at a diflance coming this way, 
whp are prpbably difpatchcd as couriers with the 
treaty : as they run very fwifcly, and will certainly 
be here in a few minutes, I will wait their arri- 
val, that we may all four embrace together. Rey- 
nard well ImeW) if that was the cafcj it was no 
time 
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time for him toremaiRtheK aay. longer: preteai}- 
ijig therefore to he in great hafte ^ Adiett, faid b^ 
for the prefent; we will refervc our rejoieings t» 
another opportunity : upon which he darted into 
the woods with all imaginable expedition. OJd 
ChantideK* do fooner faw him depart, tfaan ^e 
crowed abundantly in the triumph of his at'- 
tificc : for by a harmlefs ftratagem to difappotnt 
the malevolent intentions of thofe who are endea- 
vouring to deceive us to ourrujn^ is not only inno- 
cent but laudablo. , 



FABLE XLVII. 
Tkf Eagle and tht Craw- 

TO miftafce our own talents, or over-rate qur 
dbnitics, is always ridiculous, fi]td fometimes 
dangerous. 

An Eagle, btaa. she. top of « lugh aMu^Kaiii, 
10 malting 
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making a floop-ataUmb,. pounced it,. and bore It 
away to her young. A Crow, who had built her 
neft in a cedar near the foot af-th&rockj.okfeiving 
whatpaiTed, was ambitious of perfotming the fame 
exploit ; and dsrtiog from herneft^'i'^c*^ her talons 
in the fleece of another lamb. But neither, able to 
move her prey, nor to difentangle her feet, the was 
talcen by the ihepherdi and carried away for his 
children to-play with ; who eagerly enquiriag what 
bird it was, — Aji- hour ago, faid he, ihe fancied 
herfelf an Eagle ; however, I fuppofe /he is. by thi&. 
time convinced that^lhe is but a Crow.. 
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7B< Sarmer and'the Stagi. 

ASTA^p,.whaJud Hit at fame dlftance a 
pack m hounds, came up to a Farmer, and 
dtlticdhewouldfuf^rhimtohidehimfelf in a lit- 
tle coi^uGe which joined to his-boure. The F^- 
mer,, 
■3. 



iner^ on. eQndition that h6 wouJdvforbeaf to enter 
a'fierd of wheat, which. lay before him,, and wa0 
now read7 for the iiekle,. immedlate!)r, gave hi^ 
leave,^ and promifed not to betray him. The 
fquire with bis trai'it iiiftantly appeared, and en^^ 
quiring whether he had not ieen. the Stag j Nd,. 
fald the Fariner<,. he has not palled this way, I 
aflure you : but, in. order to. curry f&vour at the 
fame time with. his worfhip, he pointed flily with 
his finger to the place where the poor beaft lay 
concealed^ This however the fportfmaii, , intentr 
on his game^ did not obferve^ but pafi^ on wi^. 
his dogs zcrpfs the very field. As foon as the Stag- 
percrived they wjcare gone, he prepared' tofteal ofi^^ 
without fpeaking. a! word. Methinks^ cryec^ the 
]^armen». yoa> might thank me, at leaft, for the^ 
rcfuffc I have-aflwded y^ju '* Yes, f^'d the Stag,, 
stnd had your hands been as honeftas your tongu?, 
I: certainly ihould; but all. the. return^ that a. 
dottble-de^ec has tQCXj>e£t, i$ ajuft indi^atim, 
and cwtempt^. 
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FABLE XLIX. 
7he Lian, the Tyger^ and the Fox. 

ALTON and a Tyger jjoimly Icized on » 
young fawn, which ihey immediately lciIW> 
This they had no fooner performed, than they felt 
a fighting, in order to decide whofe property it 
fhould be. The battle vns (o bloody, and fo ob- 
ftinate, that they were both compelled, thro' wea- 
rinefs and lofs of blood, to deftft ; and lay dowa 
by mutual confent, totally difabled. At this in- 
Hant, a Fox unluckily came by ; who, perceiving 
their fituation, made bold to feize the contefled 
prey, and bore it off unmolefted. As foon as the 
Lion could recover breath — How foolifli, faid he, 
has been our condu^ ! Injtead of being contented 
as we ought, with our refpeflive ftiares ; our fenic- 
lefs rage has rendered us unable to prevent this 
rafcally Fox from defrauding us of the whole. 

FABLE L. 
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Thi Lion pnd the Afs. 

A CONCEITED Afs had once the impet* 
tinence to bray forth, fome contetnptuoui 
fpeechcs againfl the Lion. The fuddennefs of the 
infult at firll raifed fome emotions of wrath in hii 
breaft; but turninz his head, and perceiving from 
whence it came, they immediately flibfided ; and 
he very fedatelv walked on, without daigning ta 
honour the contemptible creature even fo much a* 
-with an angry word. 
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7i^ Snait and thi Hidgt-f/a^i 

IT is by no means pruJect to ji»in rnSerefts wll! 
Aichas have it ia their powec to iinpofe upor 
W& theic own conditions. 

By the intrpatics of ft Hedgci^Qg, half Aarva 
with cold, a Snake vas once perfuaded to Ecceivi 
bim iiU9 her cell. He was no fooner entered thar 
his prickles began to be very uneafy to. his com- 
panion : upon whichy the Snake dclired he woul^ 
provide himfelf another lodgings as flic foundi 
«pon trialj the apartment was nnt large enougr. 
to accommodate both. Nay, faid the Hedge-hog: 
let them that are uneafy in their fituation exchangi 
it i for my own part, 1 am very well conteiitet 
where I am : if you ar£ not^ you ars welcome tc 
jemovc wheoeyer yoa think proper. 

f ABLE Uh 
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1th*Tnmftttrt 

A TRUMPETER, in acertahi Knofhxp^ 
pened to be taken prifoner. He was or- 
dered immedUtely to execution, but pleaded iit 
excuie for himfelf, that it was unjuft a perfon 
ihould fuffer death, who, far from aa intentioa 
of niUbhief} did not even weax an offenlive wea- 
pon. So much the rather, replied" one of the ene-i 
my, ftiatt thou die } fince without any dclign of 
fighting thyfelf, thou exciteft others to the bloody 
bufinels: for he that is the abettor of a bad 
*9ion, is a: leaft «qualiy guilty with him that com* 
sits it. 
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*VUe mid Fortune. 

T70RTUNE and Vice, according to Pi 
P tarch, had once a violent cooteft, which 
them had it moft in their power to make majiki 
unhappy. Fortune boaHed. that Ok could t< 
from men every external good, and bring-UF 
thcni every external evil. Be it fo, replied Vic 
but this is by no means fuSicient to make th 
mirerable without my alEflance : whereas withi 
yours, I am able to render them completely 1 
nay, in fpite too of all your endeavours to m: 
them happy. 
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FABLE LIV. 
TTie Sear end the Bees. 

A BEAR happened to be flung by a Bee j and 
the pain was To acute, that in the madnefs 
of revenge he ran into the garden, and overturned 
the hive. This outrage piovuked their anger to a 
high degree, and brought the fury of the whole 
fwarm upon him. They attacked him with fuch 
violence, that his life was in danger ; and, it was 
with the utmoft difficulty that he made his efcape, 
wounded from head to tail. In this defperate con- 
dition, lamenting his misfortunes, and licking his 
fores, he could not forbear reflecting how much 
more advifeable it had been to have patiently ac- 
quiefced under one injury, than thus by an unpro- 
fitable refenttnent to have provoked a thoufand. 
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FABLE L 
Thi Miller, hit Sm, and their Afs. 

A MILLER and his Son were driving their 
Afs to market, in order to fell him : and 
that he might get thither frelh and in good con- 
'dition, they drove him on ge^itly before them. 
They had not .proceeded far, when they met a 
-company of travellers. Sure, fay they, you arc 
mighty careful of your -Afs : methinks one ef you 
might as well get up and ride, as fuff^r him to 
walk on at his eafe, while you trudge after on foot. 
In compliance with this advice, the Old Man fet 
his Son upon the heal}. And now, they had 
fcaree advanced a quarter of a mile further, before 
they met another company. You idle young 
rogue, faid one of the party, why don't you get 
down, and let your poor Father ride ? Upon this, 
the Old Man made his Son difmount, and got up 
himfelf. While they were marching in this man- 
J^ ner. 
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Vtilr^li^ yeu l^fer that pbor lad to waii<\ 
twtiftiit^ ^ile you, like an aldeniHm,ij 
lyttiir arfc? Tht g6od- matured Miller 
fffBMp and inuit&eAate^y took: his Spi^ 
htm* AM ^Offir ithe ^ext man they met 
wMi morr ydiefxitefiee and ilidi:gnatt«n 
the r^ — Wis. there ever foch a couple 
bAc4ies4 19 dvertoad m Ai «m<oftfcieaiable k4nan' 
jMN^ a poor 4ttaib <i«aiaire, who is far lefs aMe t? 
carry ^em than l!bey are to carry him I The com- 
plyiing 'Old Man would have be^ hidf incline: 
to tti&t the trial, had not experience by this time 
{uCciendy convincctd him, that cthere cannot b. 
a more fruitlefs attempt^ than to endeavour t: 
pleafe all mankindt 
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FABLE II. ^ 

Tht Sof^erefi. 

"XTIGHT and filence had now given repofe 
tA| to the whole world, when an old ill-tiHtured 
Sorccrefs, in order to exergife her infernal arts, 
entered into a gloomy wOod, that trembled at her 
approach. The fcene of her horrid incuntations 
was ffith4n the circumference of a large circle j in 
the centre of which an altar was raif^, where the 
hallowed vervain blamed in triangular ilaiAes, 
while the mifchievouG Hag pronounced tlie dread- 
ful words, which bound all hell in obedience to 
her charms. She blows a raging peftilence /roin 
Jier lips into the nei|;hbouring folds j the inno- 
cent cattle die, to at^rd a fit facrifice to the in- 
fernal deities. The moon, by powerful fpells 
drawn down from her orb, enters the wood : le- 
gions of fpirits froi^ Pluto's realms appear before 
. the Kltar^ and demand her pleafure. TeU me, 
£ % iaid 



76 , MODERN FA»LES. 

(aid fbe, where T fliall find what J h^ve loftuOiJ 
favourite little Dog. How T— cried they ^lr*n- 
ragcd — Impertinent Beldame ! mufl; the oPMr:iif 
fiature be ioverted, and the repofe of everjf' Crea- 
ture difturbed, for the iakc of thy little Dog.-P 



J A B L E HL 
^e Cameimn, 

TWO travellers happened on their journey to 
be engaged in a warm difpute about the co- 
lour of the Cameleon. One of them affirmed, H 
was blue; that he had feen it with hisown eyes, 
upon the naked branch of a tree, feeding on the 
air, in a very clear day. The other ftrongly af- 
ierted it was green, and that he had viewed it very 
clofely amd minutely on the broad leaf of a fig- 
tree. Both of them were pofitive, and the difpute 
vas rifmg to a quarrel : but a third perfon luckily 
toming by, they agreed to refer the queftion to 
Us 
S 



1 
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fiU iocifiotT. Gentlenlen, faid the arbitwtor^ 
witK a fniile o£ git3(t felf-fsi^^ 
not have been more lucky irf'yom? fefeiieinte^r as I 
happen to have caiught oneof them laft tiight : 
"but indeed you ai^c both mifiakeft, for the creature 
is totally black. " Black ! impoffible ! Nay, qaottv 
the< umpire, with great, affurance, the matter ipay 
ibon be decided, for I iaunediately inclofed my 
Cameleon in a little ps^per box^ and'^here ki^. So- 
faying, he dr^w it out of his pocket,^^ opened his 
box, and behold it was as white as fnow. The 
poAt^ve tlifputants looked eqiually furprifed, and 
equally confounded : while 'the fagacious reptile^, 
afl'umuig the a!r of a philofopher, thus admonilhed 
theni : le children of men, learn diffidence and 
moderation in your opinions. *Tis true, you- 
happen, in the prefent inftance, to be all in the 
right, and have only coniidered the fubjedb under 
different circumftances : but pray, for- the future^ 
allow others to have eye-fight as well a^ your- 
felves ; and be candid enough not to condemn^any 
man for judging of thixigs as they appear to hi» 
owxi-vlew*. 
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F ABLE IV. 
The W^f mi tit tamik. 



APtOCK of Sheep were feeding In i Aej- 
Aqv/, while their Dogs ffere aflecQ, jtn^'their 
■ Shepherd at a diftance playing on his pipe' btl&atik 
the fliade of a fpreading elm. A yeuiig unexpe- 
rienced Lamb obfcrving a taalf-fiarved WolE 
peeping through the pales of the enclofure, en- 
tered into converfation with him. Pray what are 
you feeking for here ? faid the Lamb. I am lock- 
ing, replied the Wolf, for fome tender grafs ; fijr 
nothing you know is more pie a fan t than to feuiik 
a frefli pafture, and to flake one's thirtl at a cryftal 
flream : both which I perceive you enjoy within 
thefe pales in their utmoft perfeiftion. Happy 
creature ! continued he, how much I envy your 
lot! who are in full polTcffion of the utmoft I 
(£elire ; for philofophy hag long taught me to be 
Iktisged with a Httlc. It leeim then> cetur-ned the 
Lamb, 
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l.aiilb, tkofewhtffay^pqfch^ on Hg/h, accuftROU 
fi[{e\Tr, fincc * ^^'^ S''^'''^ ''^ cafilf contest «^. 
K this be true, kt us for the future Jive Tiicem- 
riiren, and feed together. So faying, tj)e fLT4|l« 
Xambimprud'entJyci'ept thro' the Fenced und bec^e 
at oTvx a prey to oar pretended phtlofopher, ao^a 
hcnUee to his own inexpeiience and cmlolity. 



Tfif Fox atid the BrambU. 

A FOX, dofely purfued by a pack of DogSf 
jtjL took (hcltcr under the covert of a Bramble. 
He rejoiced in this afylum ; and, for a while, was 
very nappy : but foon found, that if he attempted 
to ftir, he was wounded by thorns and prickles on 
every fide. However, making a virtue of necef- 
fity, he forbore to complain ; and comforted him- 
felf with rdBefiing, that no blifs is pcrfefl } that 
good aod evil are^mixed, and fiow- from the lame 
£ iL fountain. 
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fountain. Thcfe Briars indeed, faid he, will teai 
my ikin a little, yet they keep off the Dogs. F6i 
the fake of the good then, let me bear the evSt 
with patience : each bitter has its fweet ; and theft 
Bnrrbles, though they wound my ilefll, prcfcrVt 
my life from danger. ' 



FABLE VI. 
The Fakm and the Hen. 

DIFFERENT circumftances make the famr- 
a^ion right or wrong, a virtue or a vtte. 
Of all the creatures I ever knew, faid aFa!- 
^con to a Hen, you are certainly the mod un- 
gritcful. What instance of ingratitude, replieil 
the Hen, can you juftJy charge upon me 
The greateft, returned the Falcon ; ingratitpd- 
to your highelt: benefactors, Men. Do the; 
not feed you every day, and flielter you every 
aight? Nevertbticfs, when tbejr endeavour tn 
cour: 
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court you to them, you ungratefully forget all 
their kindncfs, ''ini fly from tnem as from an ene- 
my. Now I, who am wild by nature, and no 
way oblieod to them ; yet upon the leaft of their 
tarcfles, 1 fufFer myfelf to be taken, and go, or 
come, at their command. All this Is very true, 
replied the' Hen, but there may be afufficient rea- 
fon I oth for my fear, and your familiarity. I be- 
lieve you never faw a fingle Falcon roafting at the 
Btv ; whereas I have feen a hundred Ucn5 trulTed 
for tJiat purpofe. 



, . ■ FABLE VII. 

Hh Travellirs and the -Monty-bag. 

AS two Men w«re travellinp on the. road; one 
of them efpied a Bag ot Money lying on the 
ground, and picking it up, I am in luokthis-m«*n- 
ing, faid he,, I have found a- Bag of Money. Yes, 
returned the other ; though^ roethlnks' yo« fliould 
E 5 not 
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not RfF, hvrt Wt have found it : for when tira 
frfntds art traveHing; together, they otigbt et^ui^f 
to ihafe in aay^ accidental good fortune that may 
fiappen to attend them. No, rejoined the formn^ 
it vFXi I that found it, mdlmuft infift upon kcejp! 
ingit; He had no &oner fpoken the- words, -than 
they #eK alarmed with a hueand cry after a Wa*U 
yho had that morning taken a purfe upon the rozd> 
Lord, fays the finder, this is extremelj unfin- 
tnnate % we Oiall certainly be feized. Good Sir, 
replied the other, be pleafed not te lay Wt\ but 
/.■as you woijld not allow me a fliarc in the 
jir'ze, you hare no right to make me a partner iii 
the punifiunent. 



F A 9 L £ VIII. 
72tf iifstnttnUi Jfu 

IN the depth of wintn* « poor Afs prayed heartity 
for the Ipriaga that he might exchange a coin 
lodgingt atM, ftiheutleft |ra|i of ftnw* ftv » ItttU 
warm 
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warm weather, and a mouthful of freft grafs* Ia 
a (bort time, according to bi$ wiOi, the warm 
ifeather and the freih grafs came on i but brought 
With them To much toil and bufmefs, that be waa 
A IPO as weary of the fpring as before of the winter 1 
and he how became impatient for the approach of 
fufDmer*- Summer arrives :^bul theheat^ the bar* 
Tell work» and other drudgeries and inconvenien- 
cte9 of the feafon, fet him as far from happthefs aa 
before ; which he now flattered himfelf would be 
found in the f^nty of autumn. But here too be 
]« difappointed ; for what with the carrying of 
i ')ples, roots, fuel for the winter, and other pro- 
vifions, he was in autumn more fatigued thaii 
ever. . Haying thus trod round the circle of the 
year, in a courfe of reftlefs labour, uneafineft, 
and difappoihtment, and found no feafon, nor 
ftation of life, without its buiinefs and its trou- 
ble, he was forced at laft to acquiefce in the coin- 
fortlefs feafon of winter, where his complaint oe- 

8a^ !: coQi^inced that in this worM ^very fituation 
as its inconvenience. 
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F A B L E IX. 

The two Springs. , 

TWO Springs, which ilTued from the ^ fame 
mountain, be^an their courfe together : one 
of them took her vay in a filent and gentle ftream, 
while the other ruftied along with a founding and 
rapid current. Sifler, faid the latter, at the rate 
you move, you.,will probably be dried up before 
you advance much farther : whereas, for piyfeif, 
I will venture a wager, that within two or three 
hundred furlongs I fhall become navigable, and 
after diftributing commerce and wealdi wherever 
I flow, I ihall majeilically proceed to pay my tri- 
bute to the ocean : fo farewet, dear fiUcr, and 
patiently fubmit to your fate. Her fifter made no 
reply'; but calmly defcending to the meadows be- 
low, increafcd her flream by numberlefs little 
rills, which fhe colleflcd in her progrefs, till at 
length fhe was enabled to rife into % conftderablQ 
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river : whilil the proud Stream, wbo haJ the *»- 
ijity to depend folely upon bcr own fufficiency, 
continued a (hallow brook, and was glad at Iftft to 
lie helped forward, by throwing herfelf into the 
armjof her defpifed Mer. . , - ! 



F A B L E X. 

- The Rafe and the Butttrjfy. 

A FINE powdered Butterfly fell in love with a 
beautiful Rofe, who expanded her charms 
in a neighbouring parterre. Matters were foon ad- 
juiled between them, and they mutually vowed 
eternal fidelity. The Butterfly, perfeflly fatis- 
fied wiih the fuccefs of his amour, toqic a tender 
leave of his mlftrefs, and did not return again tilt 
noon. What ! faid the Rofe, when (he faw him 
approaching, is the ardent paffion you vowed, fo 
(Son extingui(hed f It is an ace lince you paid me 
a vifit. But no wonder : for lobferved you court- 
ing 
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ing by turns evwy fibwer in the garden. You lit- 
tle coquette, replied the Butterfly, kwell hecaeaea 

JVM truly, to reproach me with my gallantriirs ; 
Tvhen in faSt I only copy the example whicb yotk- 
yourfelf hav« fet me. For, not to mention the 
' Htisfad:ion with which you admitted the icilTes of 
the flagrant Zephyr, did I not fee you difpUying 
your charms to the Bee, the Fly, the Wafp, and, 
m Oiort, encouraging and receiving the addrefics.- 
of every buzzing infei^t that fluttered within your 
viey^ ? If you will be a coquette, you muft exp^^ 

Jn find me inconftant. 



FABLE XL 

Tit Tertcl/e and the Hoe Dueis. 

VANITY and idle cunolity are qualities 
which generally prove dellru&ive to thofe 
who Aiffer tbcmfelyn to be governed by them. 

■ ^ *^ " A Tortoifc 
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A T2>rtotfe^ weary of paffing her days ib the 

fanur obfcitre corncF^ conceived a wonderSui incli^ 

nkl^itHi tdr-'Vifit f<»reign countries*. Two Ducks^ 

'vrbom tiie fimple Tc^feoife a£q:uainted ivith her in*^- 

t^^ntion, undertook to oblige her, upon the occa^ 

fioi^ Accordingly they told her,, that if fho 

i^s^ld faften her mouth to the middle of a pole, 

th^y would take the two ends,, and tranfport her 

mrhitherfoever (he chofe to be conveyed. The Tor**^ 

MhEb appiK>ved of the expedient; arid every thing 

1>e?ng prepared, the Ducks began' their flight with 

ber. They had not travelled far in- the air, whea 

they were met by a Crow,, who enquiring what 

they^were baring along,, they replied, the queen 

ot tlie^Tortoifes. The Tortoife, vaiiu of the 

jaew and unmerited appellation, was going to con-' 

£rm the title, when opening her mouth for that 

purpofe, (he let go her hold> and was dafbed to 

jpieces by her £alk / 
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F A B L E XH. 

7he Cat and the old Rat. 

A CERTAIN Cat had made fuch unmerciful 
havock among the vermin of her neighbour- 
hood, that not a fmgle Rat or Moufe dared ven- 
ture to appear abroad. Pufs was foon convinced, 
that if affairs remained in their prefcnt fituation, 
flie muft be totally unfupplied with provifion. Af- 
ter mature deliberation, therefore, ftie refolved to 
. haverccourfe to ftratagem. For this purpofe, flic 
fufpended herfelf from a hook with her head down- 
wards, pretending to be dead. The Rats and 
Miceobiervingher,as they peeped from their holes, . 
in this dangling attitude, concluded flie was 
hanged for iome mifdemeanour ; and with great, 
joy immediately Tallied forth in queft of their prey. 
Pufs, as foon as a fufficient number were colleiEted 
together, quitting her ho)d, dropped into the midll: 
of them ; and very few had the fortune to make 
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goo4 their ittreau This artifice having: fiiccecded 

fo vP'eM^ &e was encouraged to try the event* of a 

fecond. Accordingly flie whitened her coat a}l 

ovefy by rolling herfelf in a heap of flour, and in 

this dj%uife lay concealed in the bottom of ameal- 

tuh. This ftratagem was executed in general with 

the fame eff^ as the former. But an old expe* 

rienced Rat, altogether as cunning as his adver- 

fary, was not Xb eafily enfnared. I don't much^ 

like, faid he, that white heap yonder ; fomething 

whifpers me,- there is mifchief concealed under tt^ 

*Tfs true, it may be meal 5 but it may likewifebe 

fomething that I (hall not reliih quite fo well* 

There can be no harm, at leaft, in keepine^at a.: 

proper diftance : for caution> I am furc^. 1% the 

parent 0/ fecurity. -- 



FABLE XIII- 
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7!&« Country Maid and htr 2ldili-patl. r^j^ 

HEN mpti fuffer their imagmatfon ::^ 
amufe tbem with the prorpej£ of diltK^f 
and uncertain im^Eovements «r their condition i. 
(hey frequently fuftain real lofles, by their inat- 
tention to thoje aSairs in which thej are immedi- 
ately concerned.. 

A Country Maid was walking very Jeliberafely 
with a Paii of Milk upon her head, when ftic fell 
■ into the following train of reRedtions : Themoney» 
for which I (ball fell this Milk, will enable me to. 
increafe myftockof eggs to three hundred. Thefe- 
eggs, allowing for what may prove addle, and 
what may be deftroyed by vermin„will produce at 
IfkfltwohuDdud and fifty chickens. The chick -» 
COS will be tit to carry to market about ChrlAmas^ 
wbea poultry always bear a good ericfj To that by.. 
May-* 
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IVfay-dajr I cannot, &il fl^bSving mooey enough £0 
purch>fe a new gown. Green — let me conlider<M 
vest gi'een Iwcomes mj complexion \xQy and green 
It ^allbe. In tfats drefs I will go K> the fail, 
-wheire aU the youog fclknrs will flrive to ha*c hie 
for a ffaHaet : but I Ihall perhaps refute every oqe 
of them, and w^cti an aji of difdain tol^ from 
them. ■ Tranfpfnted with this triumphant 
thought^ Ibe could not forbear ading with her 
bead what thus pafled in her imagination, wbea 
ilown came the Pail of Milk« and with it all hei 
iroagisiu'/ happioefi. 



F A B L B XIV. 
The Ctraiorant and the F'tjbtt. 

IT is very imprudent to truft an enemy^ cv even 
a (Irangefi fo far as -to put one's litlf in his 
jxnAer. 

A Cormorant^ 



5* MODERN FABLES. 

' A Gortnontnt, whofo eyci^ Were become fo dni 
by^ge^ that he could not? diftsem hfe p)r^ 5rt: thi 
bottom of the watersi bethotight himfelf ^i 
ftratagem ta fiipply bis wants. Hark you fiii*^'. 
faid.he to a Gudgeon, whom he obferved fWw- 
ming'near the furface of a certain canalj ii yti 
have kny regard for yourfelf, or your brethren, gt 
this moment and acquaint them from me, that:^. 
owner of this piece of water is determined tof d?at 
it a week hence. : The Gudgeon immedlat^l} 
fwam away, .and maiie his report of this' terrilik 
news to a general aflembly of the. ii^es^ "#h< 
unanhnoufly agreed to iend him back as their em- 
baflswJor to the Corpaorant^ ThejsuTport .of his 
commiiHon was to return him their tlfanllts^^r vm 
intelligence; and to add then' intreaties^^^^at :. 
he^ had been fo cood as to inform thctn of th'^r 
danger, he would be gracioufly pleafed to put the^a 
into a method of efcaping it. Tha:t I will moil; 
readily, returned the artful. Cormorant^ and affift 
yok with my bcft fervlces into the bargain. You 
nave only to colle£t yourfelves together at the top 
of the water, and I will undertake to tranfport 
you one by one to my own reiidence,^ by the fide of 
a folltary pool ^ to which no creature btit myfelf 
ever found the way. The proje^ was perfedly 
approved by the unwary fifhes, and with great ex- 
pedition performed by the deceitful Coriiiorant ; 
whc^ having placed them in a Ihallow water,^ the 
bottom of which his eye could eafily difcern, they 
were all devoured by him in their turns, as his 
hunger or luxury required. 



FABLE XV. 
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FA B L E XV. ' 

^e Jthetfi and the A:orru 

IT was the fool who faid in his heart, There U 
no Co3 : into the "bread of a wife man iiich i 
(thought could never have entered. One of thofe 
refined reafoners, commonly called Minute Philo- 
■fophers, was-fitting at his eafe. beneath the (hade 
of a large oak, while at his fide the weak branches ' 
■of a pumpion traiJed upoa the ground. Thi* 
threw our great logician into his old track of rea- 
foning againft Providence. Is it confident w*tbi 
common fcnfe, faid he, that infinite wifdomlhould 
create a large and ftately tree, with branches of 
j>rodi^ious ftrength, only to bear fo fmali and in- 
iignincant a fruit'as an Acorn i Or that Jo weak a 
ileni, as that of a pumpion, fliould be loaded 
with fo difproportioned a weight ? A child may 
iee the abfurdity of it. In the midft of this cu- 
J'ious fpeciilati^n, down dropt an Acorn, from 
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>onei>f thc^igheft branches of the oak, full upi 
his head. How fmall a trifle may overturn tl 
fyftemi of mighty philofopkers \ Struck with t*^ 
accident, he could not help crying out. How prl 
vidential it is that tins was not a pumpton ! 



FABLE XVI. ' 
The Lynx and the Melt. 

UNDER the covert of a thick woodj;a4 th - 
foot of a tree, as a Lynx l»y whetting h - 
teeth, and waiting forhis ptey, he elpjed aMolc. 
half buried under a hiUock of her own railin|: 
Alas, poor creature, faid the Lynx, how much . 
pity thee ! Surely Jupiter has been very unkind, 
to debar «hee from the light of the day, which rt- 
joices the whole creation. Thou art certainly tft 
above half alive i and it would be doing ibe& ^ 
fervice to put an end to fo unanimated a being. ■ 1 
thank you for your kindDefs> replied the Mo)i . 
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4>ut I think I have full u much Tivftcity 3S mf 
ilate and pircumft&nces require. For tfac rell, I 
Am perfcdly well contented with the faculties 
which Jupiter has allotted tne, who I am furc 
wants not our dire^iou kt diftnbating his gifts 
with propriety. I have not, 'tis true, your picrc- 
i ig eyes\ -but I have ears which anfwer all my pur- 
f iTes full as well. Hark ! for example, I an 
V arned, by a noife which I hear behind you, to fly 
t om danger. So faying, he dunk into the earth; 
iwhilc a jaydin from the arm of a hxtnter pierce4 
tlie quicK-fighted Lynx to the heart. 



FABLE XVII. 
3%i Sfiider and tit Silkwtrm. 

HOW vainly we promife ourfelveS, that oi(r 
fiimzy ^oduAions wiil be rewarded with 
aomiortal honour I A Spider, bufied In fpreading 
Jiiswebfromoneltdeof a room to Uie other, was 
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alked by an induftrious Silkworm, to what end ii'| 
i"pent fo much time end labour in making fuch 
number of lines and circles ? The Spider angril I 
replied, Po not diflurb nie, thcu ignorant thing | 
J-tranfmiC niy ingenuity to ^oflicrtt}', and fame ; 
the obje£l of my-wiflies. Juft as he had fpoker. I 
» chambermaid, coming into the room to feed he 
■Silkworms, fiw-the Spider at his woj-k, and wit ' 
one ftrokc of her broom, fwept him away, and dc . 
ilrqyed at once his labours, and his hopes of fame. 



FABLE XVIir. f 

ThtBetmdthe Fiy. - 

A BEE obferving a Fly frifking about her hive, 
afkedJiim, in a very paffionate tone, wha- 
he did there ? Is it for fuch Jcoundrels as you, 
faid &e, (e intrude Into the company of the queen 
of the air ? You have great rcafon, truly, replic 
the Fly, to be out of humour : I am fure the: 
iniiftl>e madj ]wbo wouM have any, concern with 
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fo ^juarrelfome a nation. And why fo? thou 
•faucy malapert, ♦returned the enrai^d-fiee; ijtre have 
the beft laws,* artd are governed ijy the beft policy 
in the worfd. We Teed upon the raoft fragrant 
flowers, and all our btifidefs is to make honey : 
honey, which equals ne(3:ar, thou taftelefs wretch, 
"who liveft upon nothing but putrefa<Rion and ex- 
crement. We live as we can, rejoined the Fly : 
poverty, I hope, is no crime 5 but paffion is one, 
I am fure. The honey you make is'Tweet, 1 grant 
you ; .but your heart is all bitternefs : .for to be re- 
venged on an enemy, you will deftroy your own 
life ; and are fo inconfiderate in your rage, as to*do 
moremifchief to youffelvcs than to your adverfary. 
Take my word for it, one had better have lets 
confidcrable talents^ and ufe them with more dif- 
cretion* 
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FABLE XIX, 
Genius, Firlue, and Reputation. 

GENIUS, Virtue, and Reputation, three in- 
timate friends, agreed to travel over the idand 
of Great Britain, to fee whatever might be worthy 
of obfcrvation. .But as fome misfortune, faiti 
they, may happen to feparate us, let us conGder 
before we fet out, by what means we may find each 
Other again. , Should it be my ill fate, faid Ge- 
nius, to be fevered from you, my aObciates, which 
Heaven forbid ! you may find me kneeling in de- 
votion before the tomb of Shakefpear; or rapt in 
fome grove where Milton talked with angels ; or 
mufing in Ae grotto where Pope caught infpira- 
tion. Virtue, with a figh, acknowledged that 
her friends were not very numerous : but were I 
to lofe you, flie cried, with whom I am at prefenl 
fo happily united, 1 fliould choofe to take fane- 
tuary in the temples of reUgion, in the palaces ol 
royalty; 
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•royalty, or in the ftately domes of minlfters of 
ftate : but as it may be my ill fortune to be there 
denied admittance, enquire for fon^cqitage where 
Contentment has a bower, and there you will cer- 
tainly iind me. Ah, my dear companions, laid 
Reputation very earneftly, yoUj I perceive, when 
miffing, may poffibly be recovered ; but take care, 
I intreat you, alway to keep fight of. me, for if I 
am once loft, I am never to be retrieved. 



FABLE XX. 
The Ceurt of Death. 

DEATH, the king of terrors, was deter- 
mined to choofe a prime minilter ; and his 
pale courtiers, the ghaftly train of difcafes, were 
all fummoned to attend : when each preferred his 
claim to the honour of this illuflrious office. Fever 
urged the numbers he deftroyed ; cold Pal fy fee 
forth his pretcnfions, by fhaking all bis limbs ; 
i F 2 an' 
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and Dropfy, by hisfwelled unwieldycarcaic. Goxit 
hobbled «up^ kad alledged his gredt power in rack- 
ing ^vqry joitft.; and Afthma's ifiabtlity ^o fpeak. 
was -Ja j^ong,' though fiknt^ argomcm. in favour 
of hflis f claim. • Stone and Colic pleaded thei: 
v|ok|)de ; Pligito^ his rapid progeft^'in*deftruc- 
tion *y ifknd Co^umption, though flow, indfted tbac 
ht was fitre. In the midft of this contention, th: 
court wasdifturbed^with tbenoifeofinufic, danc* 
ing^.feaftingt and revelry ; when immediat^ljr en- 
tered a lady, with a bold lafctvious ah*, and 
lluihed and jovial countenance : ' Ihe was attende ' 
en one hand by a tr^p of cooks and bacchanals 
mid on the other, by a train of wanton youths an. 
damfels, who danced half naked to the fofte 
mufical inftruments: her name was Intemper 
ANCE* She waved hex hand, and thus addreile 
the crowd of Difeafes : Give way, ye fickly ban 
of pretenders, nor dare to vie with my fuperic 
merits in the fervice of this great Monarch. Ai 
jiot I your j)arent ? the author of your beings. 
Do ye not derive your power of fhortening human 
life ahnoft wholly from me ? Who then fo fit j* 
jnyfelf* for this important office ? ThegriflvMc- 
jiarcb grinned afmile of approbation, placeq her :x 
his right hand, and {he immediately became h^ 
^nW favourite^ aad^ri»£//uz/ minifler« 
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FABLE XXI. 

Mufiry aai Shth* 

XTOW many live in the world' atufelefs as !f 
jTX - they had never been born ! they pafs 
Urough life like a bird through tlv ^r, ana leave 
no track behind them ; watte the prime of their 
days in deliberating what they £ball do; and brittg 
them to a periad, without coming to any detcrmi- 



An indolent young man being aflied why he Tay^ 
in bed fo long, jocofely and carelcfsly anCwerc^ 
» ■ Every morning or my life I am hearing 
caufes. I have two fine girls, their names ar& 
Induftry and Sloth, dofe at my bedfidc, as foon *.*■ 
ever I awake, preffing their different fuits. One 
intreats me to get up, the other perfuades me to 
lie ftilt : and then they alternately give me various 
reafons. why I ibould itfe, and why I fiwuld not. 
Fj This 
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This detains fBc fo-l6iig,'as it is the.duty of g; 
impartial judge to hear all thatcao befaidoneitbc 
fide, that before the pleading^ are over, if is tim 
to go to dinner. "■ 



FABLE XXII. 
, -j^ ' ' The Harems Ears. 

AN £lk having accidentally gored aL!on,.th( 
monarch was fo exafpcratcd, that he feiU 
forth an ediil, commanding all horned beafts, on 
pain of death, to depart his dominions. ■ A Hare, 
obferving the (hadow of her Ears, was much 
aJarmcd at the|r long and lofty appearance ; and 
running to one of her friends, acq^uainted him, 
that (he was refolved to quit the country ; for 
Jliould I happei^, faid fhe, however undefignedly, 
to give oiience to my fuperiors, my Ears may be 
c6n{lrued to come within the Horn-Ai^> Her 
friend fmiled at her ^pprehenfions ^ and ai^d , hpw 
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it was poffible that Ears could be miftaken for 
Horns ? Had I no more Ears than an Oftrich, re- 
plied the Hare, I would not trull them in the hands 
of an informer ; for tr^ith and innocence areargu- 
meats cif little force, againft the logfc of power 
snd malice in conjunction. 



FABLE XXIiru ■' 
The Hermit and the Beari'_ 

AN imprudent friend often does as much mif- 
chief by his too great zeal, at the worll 
enemy could efFe^ by his malice. 

A certain Hermit having done a good office to a 
Bear, the grateful creature was fo fenfiblc of his 
obligation, that he begged to be admitted' as the 
cuardian and companion of his folitude. The 
Hermit willingly accepted his offer, and conducted 
luia to bis Cell J where they palTed their time to- 
E +^ gethcc 
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gcther in nn amicable mannev. One ver^ hot dar- 
the ^trmit bavin g laid htm down to flcep^ to 
olfitTous Bh\r '^hpVoy^A himfelf In driving awa- 
>hc-FIiM ftptri to? Patron's /ace. But in fpite < . 
all his e'are,' 'on^ ttf the files perpetually reiurnei; 
to ifie ataatk.'ariil at laft fettled Upfln the Hermit' 
nofe; 'Nbw Ifliall have you mo[t certainly, fai 
the Bear; aj\d. With the beft intentions imagi 
nable, gave him a violent hlow on the face; whic 
»ery effectually indijed demoliftcd the Fly, but i 
the fairc time molVtecribly bruifed the face of hi 
Etnefaiior. 



-FABLE XXIV. 

The Paffmgtr anitht Pikt. 

T T had blown a violent Aoum at fca, and the 
1 whole crew of a large veSel- were in imminent 
aanf;er of fbipwreck. After the rolline of the 
waves were r<)mewbat abated,, a certain. WiRt^Mt^ 
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trho KacP A^yer ^eenzifei^ Befote^ obi^mring tfh^e 
^ilot to h^ve app^iced wholly unc0iicerni:(rev;eii 
ill their great«ft danger, had the curioft^ to t(k 
him what death his fa^<?r died. What; death -^ 
faid tbf Pilot|^ why he periibed at fea,. as my 
grandfatHer did before him. And aro you not 
afraid bf^trufting yourfelf to an element that^has- 
proved'thus fatal to your family ? Afraid '^ by no 
means ; why, we muft all die : is not your father 
dead ? Ye^, but he died in his bed- And why 
then are you not afraid of trufting yourfelf to your 
hed ? Becaufe I amthere perfectly fecure.. It may 
be fo^ replied the Pilot ; but if the hand, of Pro« 
yicleace h equally extended over all places, there 
is nb more reafon for me to be afraid of goin^ tO 
iba^ than for you to be afraid of going to bed« 



* 



P 5 FABLE XXVs 



Iq6 modern FABLrEfi. 



FABLE XXV. 
Th( partial Judge. 

A FARMER came to a neighbouring Lav 
yer, ex^reffing great concern for an ace 
dent which he faid had juft happened. One • 

four Oxen, continued he, has been gored by an ui 
LickyBull of mine, and I fliould be glad to Icno 
how I am to make you reparation. Thou art 
very honeft fellow, replied the Lawyer, and wlh 
not think it unreafonablc that I expe£l one of tl;- 
Oxen in return. It is no more than juftice, q^uoth 
the Farmer, to be fure j but what did I fey ? — I 
miftake— It is your Bull that has killed one of my 
Oxen. Indeed \ fays the Lawyer, that alters th~ 
cafe : I muft enquire into the affair ; and if— 
And if! faid the Farmer— the bufinefs I fir - 
would have been concluded without an if, h: 
you been as ready to do juftice to others as to e;, 
ii6l it from them. 

FABLE XXVi 
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F A B n E XXVI.. 

rhe Fox that had hjl hk TaiU: 

AT OX having been unwarily catiglit In a-- 
trap, withmuch ftruggling and difficuity at 
length liifenggged himfelf ; not however without ■ 
being obliged to -leave his tail behind him. The 
joy he felt at- his efcape, w«s foaicwhat abated 
when he began to confider the price he had paid ' 
for it;, and he was a good, deal- mortified by^re- 
fle£ting on the ridiculous figure he ihould make 
among his brethren, without a tail:' In the agi- 
tation of big theugtusmpoiv tllis eceafrcn, an ex- 
pedient occurred to him which he refolvcd to try, 
in order . to remove thiS' difg^'acefui fthgularity. 
With this vieW'ho aflemUed his- tribe togetber, 
and fct forth'in-a tnollclab orate fpacch. how much- 
he had at heart whatever tended to the public weal : 
he had often- thought, he iaid, on the lenj'th and ■ 
Itufliiaeis of tbetT' Tails ; was veriLyperfuaded. that . 
E 6 they 
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tiiej Vkk muchmore burthenfome tbandrnamnt*' 
rar,and rendered tBem Eclldes aneafier prcy-ft* tbeii" 
cnEiTiies. He carntftly recommerrfed ie to tbenr 
therefore, M difchargc tfaemfelves dffe afelefe and 
dangerous an iricambranee, - My f(bod' frRtilT, re- 
plfed'airoldFox, whobadHftened very atteiiri*ely 
to his harangue, we iTt inuclr tibH^ed' to-ye«, ^f* 
doubt^ for the concern youexprefs upon iMrr ao 
fourrt:. but pray turn>abotir before the company, 
for I' cannot for my life help fuQtciSling, tttxtyou 
would not be quite fb foticitous to eaft us of our 
tails,, if you had norunliidcily'lbff }l10Il^ow^l- 



F A. B L E xxvir. 

The iftbltman and- Bts Sim- 

A CERTAIN NiAfcman, mjich infefledb^ 
licperiUtion, dxcamcd one night that hi» 
enly Son, a vouth about fifteen years of age,- was 
thrown from bis bwfe as be ww hunting, and lulled 
ufon 
9 



MODERN FABLES* to9 

vpofi th« fpotr X^isr i({Te dream made Co Arottg 
aft .hnprdll^QA: ttpo;> the weak ami cre^tttpus father, 
thatc )k^ £orwi ^ pefoiution never more to fufFer 
hisiSoir t0 partake of this hrs favoMrite dtverfion* 
7he fieKt:fnorning that the bounds went out^- the 

Ioung 9»m i^eqireftedi permrffioa to fblj^yir them f. 
itt in^a4[ of Feceiymg it^ as ufual^ hii father ae* 
quainted him with hrs dream, and peremptorily 
enjoined him to forbear the fport* The youtb^ 
jmatiy mortified at this unexpe<^d refufal, lef^ 
the rooflf much diiconcerted, and it was with 
forns, <BfficuJtythat he reftrained "^his paiSon from 
rndecentlj breaking out in his Fathers prefence* 
But upon. his retum^tohk own apartment, paffing 
through a gallery of pictures, iti which was a 
piece repiielenting a compahv of gypfies telling a 
country girl her fortane — 'Tis. owing, faid Se^ 
to a ridiculous fuperftition of the fame kind with' 
tiiat of this, fiiinple wench^ that I am debarred 
from, one of the* principal pieafures of my lifb : ar 
the fame ttme^ with great emotioiv he ftruck hi& 
hand againft the canvas, when a rufly old nail' 
behind ^e pidure ran far inta his wrift« The 
pain and anguiih of .the wound threv^ the youth 
into a vibUfnt fever^ which proved too^ powerful 
for the ikiH o£ the pl^ficians,. and in a few days 
put an end to^bis lift : illufirating an obfervation^ 
that an. over-cautions attention t<y\ avoid evils^ 
often brings them upon us ; and that we are fre- 
<|uently thrown headlong into misfortunes by the 
ver^. means we make ufe of to avoid them* 
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FABLE XXVIIL I 

Jupittr ani the Htrdfinan.- 

A HERDSMAN miffed a young Heifer onr 
of hrs grounds, aiid after 'having diligently- 
fought for it in vain, when he coutd by no other 
means gain intelligence of it, betook himfelf at' 
laft to his prayers. Great Jupiter, (Md he, fliew 
me but the villain who has done me this injury, 
and I will give thee in facrifice thefineft Kid from 
my flock. He had no fooner uttered his petition, 
than turning the corner of a wood, he was jtruck 
with the fight of a tnonftrous Lion« preying ow 
the carcafe of bis Heifer. TrembUng and pale, 
O Jupiter, cried he, I offered thee a Kid if thou- 
wouldn grant my petition j 1 now offer thee a 
Bull, if thou wilt deliver me from the confc— 
guence of it. 

. . , ■■ . FABLE XXIX, 



MODERPT .F;^BLE$. m 



F A B E E XXIX. 
^e Eagle and the OwU 

AN EagFe and an Owl having entered into a 
league of mtrtual amity, one of the articles 
of their treaty was, thatthe former fliould not prey 
wpon-the younglings of the latter. Sut tell me> 
faid'the Owl, fhould you know my little ones, if 
you were to fee them ? Indeed I ihould not, re- 
plied the Eagle ; but if you defcribe them to me, 
it will be fuffitient. You are to obfcrve then, re- 
turned the Owl, in the firft place, that the charm- 
ing creatures arc perfe£tly well-Oiaped ; in the 
next, that there is a remarkable fweetnefs and vi- 
vacity in their countenances; and then there is 
fomething in their voices fo peculiarly melodious. 
— 'Tis enough, interrupted the Eagle ; by thefe 
marks I cannot fail of diftiiigulfhing them : and 
you may depend upon their never receiving any 
injury ixom m«. It happened not long afterwards. 
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as 4r1%ftr wfti«^^ tfib t«^. fit qtteft 0(^;lii> 
piey^»ittht be dMboviered aihidft the nitiis i"^^^ ^ 
oldi diftle ^ ned of griffi-foced ugly Urci^^. 
gIo€Mii|: cottii(^aMe$) ai^ a voice Uke that o^iliye 
Furicf • Jphde4», itiidoubtedly, faid he^ t^o^f '^ 
the 0/Sfpnj^'fifi mf fHtwigt axid fo>X ihal| veiunre 
to ix^e free with Ifaenu H<^ had^ |t:arce, finlQied 
Bis fcpaft and deputed r when the Owl retunied ; 
who,, finding iiothing;o£ ker brood remaning |rbt 
Ikxnt fragments o£tJbe mangled carcafc8»l»roli^ 6uc 
Into the moft bitter esiclamationa againft the cr42el 
and perfidious aMbor of her cdamky. A neigh* 
Bouring Bat, who over-beard her lamentations, 
and. had beenwitiiefsMo whav bad'pafled between 
her and the Eagle, very gravely told her, that fhe 
had^ nobody to blame for this misfortune but her" 
&lf ; whofe blind prejudices in favour of her chil*' 
dren had prompted*ber to give fuchia dbibription of 
dient,, as did not refemble them in.any one fingle 
feature or qualiryi 

Parentff^ihottld ver;^ eareftiliy^ guard'agaiaft that' 
weak partiality towards their childieni which ren* 
ders thcmiMtnd.to<theirfai]rin{;s and imperfedtons: 
SIS no^difpofitfon is^more likely to prove^prejudieial 
to their future welfiufe* . 
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FABLE XXXi 

T^< Plague among tbt Biajit. 

A MORTAL dtOanper once raged ftmong 
the Beads, and fwept awav prodigious num- 
bers. After it had continued fomc time without 
abatement, it was concluded in an aflcmbly of the 
brute creation to be a judgment infli£led upon 
them for their fins ; and a day was appointed for 3 
general confefBon ; when it was agreed, that he 
who appeared to be the greatefl Tinner, fliould 
fuffcr death as an atonement for the reft. Thtf 
Fox was appointed Father Confefibr upon the oc- 
cafion ; and the Lion, with great generofity, 
condefcended to be the firfl in making public con- 
felBon. For my part, faid he, I muft own I 
have been an enormous offender ; I have killed 
many innocent Sheep in my time, nay once, but 



it was a cafe of neceffity, 1 made a meal of the 
"'"'""" ■ ' ' gravity, ac- 

knowledged 



Shepherd. The Fox, with much gravity, 

OWK 
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kiiowledgecl that thefe in any otfier than the Kii 
wottid have been inexpia.bl6 crimes; but that b 
majefty had certainly a right to a few filly^ Shee; 
jiafy, and to the Shepherd too, in a cafe of m 
ceflity. ' The judgment of the Fox wa$ applaude 
by all the fuperior favages.; and tlie Tyger, th 
Leopard, the Bear, and* th'^ Wolf, made confe: 
fictfi of many enormitiies of t\ke like fanguinar 
mature ; which wer^ all' palliated or excufed wit 
theifame lenity and mercy, and. dicir criniles ac 
counted fo venial, as fcarce to deferve the nan 
of offences. At laft, a poor penitent Afs,' wit 
great contrition, acknowledged, that pnce goin 
through the Parfbn's 'meadow^ being very hungr} 
and tempted by the fweetaefs of the .g]ca&» he ha 
cropt a little of it, not more however in quantit 
than the tip of his tongue.: he ^2ls ycry forry k 
the mifdemcanour, and hoped— —Hope ! exclaim 
ed the Fox with fingular zeal, what canft tho 
hope for, after the commiflion of fo heinous 
crime ? What,- cat the Piarf©n^i grafs. ! O Tacfi 
lege ! TJiis, this is the flagrant wickednefs, . m 
brethren^ which has drawn the wrath of Heave, 
upon .our heads ; anjd'this the notorious offendei 
whofe death muil- make atonement for all . ou 
tranfgrelHons. So faying, he prdered his, en trail 
for facrifice, and the reft of the Beafts W€at to din 
ner upon his carcase. 
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FABLE XXXL 

, Tin Catf the Cocky and the ynung Moufe. 

A YOUNG Moufe, who had" feen very Jittle 
of the world, came runaing one day to his- 
mother in great hajle— O mother, (kid he, I am 
frighted aIntoA to death ! I have feen the moil 
extraordinary creature that ever was. He has a 
Herce, angry look, and Uruts about upon- two 
legs : a ftraiige piece of flefh grows on his head, 
and another under his throat, as red as blood : he 
flapped his arms againll his fides^ as if he intend- 
ed to rife into the airj and ftretching out his 
bead, he opened a fliarp-pointed mouth fo wide, 
that I thought he was preparing to fwallow me 
up : then- he roared ^t me fo horribly,, that L 
trembled every joint, and was glad to run home 
as faft as I could. If I had not been frightened 
away by this terrible monlter, I was jull going 
xa aNUmence an acq.uaintauce with the prettied 
creaCura 
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creature you ever faw. She had a foft'furr fkins 
thicker than ours, and all beautifully Are^kcd 
with black and grey ; with a mbdeft look^ atnd a 
demeanour fo humble and courteous, . tftuilEJtne- 
thougfkt I cMtdhave faJIea inlove with her«..|['hei> 



ihe had a ilnir long tail,^ Vt^hieb ibe M^ved »^t 
fo pretiUy, and looked fo earnefUy %t tne^ d|fk| I 
do believe fte was juft going to fpeak to xi>e^ ijjr&en 
the horrid monfter frightened me away* \4^b, 
my dear child, fatd the mother, you bare efeft^d 
being devoured, but not by that monfter/you 
wa^ fo ntuch afraid of ^ Ivhicb,^ in truth, tinaib^ly 
a Ftr<t,Jand*^ou}d^'fiavedofteyou no maimr of 
harm«: Whereas tfe fweet creature, offfAaos^ you 
feem fo fond, was no other than a Cat|^^ho, 
iind^ that hypocritical countenance, conceals the 
moft inveterate hatred to ^all our race, and fubfiftsr 
entirely by devouring Mice. Learn from this in- 
cident, ' my dear, never wbilft you live to rely on 
•tttward appearances* 
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.FABLE XXXir. ' 
The Farmer and bis Dag. 

A FARMER who had jull ftepped into the 
field to mend a gap in one of his fences* 
found at his return the cradle, where he had left 
liTS only Child afleep, turned upfide down, the 
clothes all torn and bloody, and his D(^ lying 
near it befmeared alfo with blood. Immediately 
conceiving that the creatutc had dellroyed his 
Child, he intUntly dafhed out his brains with the 
hatchet in his hand : when turning up the cradle, 
he found his Child unhurt, and an enormous Ser- 
pent lying dead on the floor, tilled by that faith- 
/ul Dog, whofe courage and fidelity in preferving 
the life of his Son defcrved another kind of re- 
ward. Tbefe afFeAing circumllances afforded him 
a ftrilcing lelTon, how dangerous it is too haftily 
to give y/».j to the blind impulfe of a fudden paT- 

FABLE XXXIIL 
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FABLE XXXIIL 

The Gnat and the Bee. 

A GNAT, half-ftarved with cold, and piiict 
_/A ed with hunger, came early one morning t 
a Bee-hive, begged tbe relief of charity, and ol 
fered to teach mufic in the family, on the huni!' 
terms of diet and lodging. The Bee received hi 
petitioner with a cold civility, and defired to 1 
cxcufed. 1 bring up all my children, f^Id Ihe, ' 
my own.ufeful trade, that they may be able wh£i 
, they grow up to get an honeft livelihood by. the- 
indufiry. Beiides, how do you think 1 could U 
fo imprudent as to teach them an art, which I Ij'^ 
has reduced its profe/Tor to indigence and beg 
gary i 
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FABLE XXXIV. 
The Owl and the Eagle. 

AN Owl fat blinking in the trunk of an hollow 
tree, and arraigned the brightnefs of the 
Sun. What is the ufe of its beaois, <aid (he, but 
to dazzle one's eyes fo that one cannot fee a 
Moufe .' For my part, I am at a lofs to conceive 
for what purpofe fo glaring an objciil was createdi 
We had certainly been much better without it. 
O fool I replied an Eagle, perched on a branch of 
the fame tree, to rail at excellence which thou 
canll not ta{le ; ignorant that the fault is not in 
the Sun, but in thyfelf. All, 'tis true, have not 
faculties to underftand, nor powers to enjoy the 
benefit of it : but muft the bufinefs and the plea- 
fures of the wodd be obfiru^ed, that an Owl may 
-catch Mice ? 

7 ■ FABLE XXXV. 
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F A-BL E ,XXXV, 

'Thefitk Lien, tkt Fcxy and the Wei/, 

■ A LIQN, having furfeited himfelf with fn 
Jtx. ingtooluxurioufly on the carcafe ofa W 
Boar, was feized with a violent and datigen 
difordcr. The beails of the foreft flocked in gr 
number! to pay their refpei^s to him Upon the i 
cafion, and fcarce one was abfent, except the Fi 
Tne Wolf, an ill-natured and malicious Ixt': 
feized this opportunity to flccufe the Foxdrpii .- 
ingratitude, and difaffe^on ta his majelly. J 
the midft of his invcflive, the Fox entered; »'-' 
having heard part of the Wolfs accufation, ;' 
ohfervmg the Lion's countenance to be kind 
into wrath, thus adroitly excufed hihifelf, and 
totted upon his accufer. 1 fee many here, wf . 
with mere lip-fervice, have pretended to ftew j 
their loyalty ; but for my part, from the rponv 
Ij^eard «f youi majefty's illnefs, negU^gu - 
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^le/s compliments, I employed myfelF daj and 
^ night to enquire among the moft Itttriwd ^hyfi- 
S ctans, an infallible remedy for your difea^, and 
iq ^laveatlengthhappilybeen informed ofoRo. Jtist 
" plaifter made of part of a. Wolf* fltin, taken warna 
y irom M back, and laid to yoar majefty's Aoipachi 

' T'his remedy wasTtiolbonar propofed, than it wat 
■determined that the expQrtment ihould be tried : 
^ and whilft the operation was performing, th^Fox^ 
i 'vvith a farcallic fmile, whlfpered this ufeful maxim 
J in theWolPseat— Ifyouwouldbefafeframharm 
yourfelfj learn for the future not to meditate nuf- 
' chief againft others. . 



FABLE. XXXVI, 

Tie Blind Man and tbt Lame, . 

if l^IS from our wants and infirmities that al- 
J. moft all the conneAioos of fociety take 
their rile. 

G A Blind 
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^ , 'A Blind Mtan, Seing ■ftopped (n a bad piece of 

; road, meets with a Lame Man, andintreats him to 

guide him thfoug^ the difficnlty he was got into. 

. flow can rdo that, replied the Lame Man, fincc 

' .1 arri [c^TCe able to drag myfelf along i but as you 

appear to be very flrong, if you willcarry me, we 

will feck our fortunes together. It will then be 

my intereft to warn you of any thing that may 

obflmS your way ; your feet (hall be my feet, and 

my eyes yours. Wjth all my heart, returned the 

Blind Man; let us render each other our mutual 

fervices. So talcing his lame com^panion on hit 

back, they, by means of their union, travelled of 

with fafety and pleafure. 



FABLE XXXVIL 
^/« Lien, At Btar, the Maniej, and tht Fair. 

THE Tyrant of the foreft iffued a proclama- 
tion, commanding all his fubje&s to repair 
immediately to bis royA den. Among tke ref , 
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t)ie Bear madejiis ^pearance-; btit pretending t(> 
be offended with the (teams which iflUed from the 
monarches apartments^ he was Imprudent cnpugh 
tp hold his nofe in his m;ij;ei}:y's .prcfcnce» This 
infolence was fo highly refootcrfji that theXioi^ JA 
a rage laid him dead at his fcet.. The Mdrtkey, 
obfcrving what had pafled, trembled for his <ar- 
cafe ; and attempted to conciliate favour by the 
moft abjed: flattery* He began with prot^fting, 
that for his part he thought the apartments were 
perfumed with Arabian fpices i and exclatiriSng ^ 
agkinft the rudenefs of the Bear^ admired the 
beauty of his majefty's paws, fo. happily formed, 
he faid, to corred the infolence of clowns. This 
fulfome adulation, inftead of being received. ^s he 
expelled, proved no lefs ofFenfive than the rude- 
nefs of the Bear: and the courtly Monkey was in 
like manner extended by the fide' of Sir Bruin. 
And now his majefty cafl his eye upon the Fox* 
Well, Reynard, faid he, and what fcent do you 
difcover here? Great pcince,. replied the cautious • 
Fox, my nofe was never efleemed my mofl diftin- 
guifbing fenfe ; and, at prefent, I would by no 
means venture to give my opinion^ as I have ua« 
iortunately got a terrible cold. 
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FABLE XXXVIIL '■ ■ 

77>e Owl and the Nightingale. 

A FORMAL .folenia;OwI had many ve^r» 
made his habitation in a grove amongJt the 
■uins of an old monaftery, and h;\d pored fo ofccn 
«n fome mouldy manufcripts, the ftupid relics of 
a monkifl) library, that he guw.infcdied wtth tbc 
pride and pedantry of the place; and millaking 
gravity for wifdom, would fit whole days with his 
eyes half (hut, fancying himfelf profoundly leam- 
«d. It happened, as he fat one evening half 
4)uried in meditation, and half aileep, that a 
Nightingale, unluckily perching near him, begaa 
her OTclodious lays. He .ftarted /rom his reverie, __ 
S.n^ with a horrid fcreech iotorrupling her fong-^— 
£e:;gons, cried he, thod 'trnpertinentminftrel, nor 
dilliadt .wit:.fa noify diflbnancC riiy fublime con- , 
IeniFitation& ; ahd know, vain Songffer, that har- 
mony' ^oniilibs in triuh alone, which isgained by 
;- '. 1 ■ ■:' I ■ ■'■ ^ ■ - laborious 
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l^iborioiis Rudy ; and'not in lungUiffaiog no^es, Si 
only to footh. the ear of a love-fick maid. Coa" 
ceiled pedant,- returned the Nigbtingale, whofa 
wifdom lies only in the feathers that muffle .up thyi 
unmeaning face;, miHic is a i^tural and rational- 
entertainment, and though not adapted to thenars 
»f an'Owl, haseverbeen relilhed and admired by- 
all who are polTelTed of true tafl;e and elegance. 



FABLE XXXIX. 
The Ant end the- Caterpillar, 

AS a Caterpillar was- advancing very Sbwly 
along one of the alleys of a beautiful gw 
den, he was met bya pert lively Ant, who tolling 
up her head with a fcornfiil air, cried, Prithee 
get out of the way, thou poor creeping animal^ 
and do not prefume to obftruS the paths of thy 
fuperiors, by wriggling along the road, and be- 
ihieariog the walks appropriated to their footfteps^ 
G 3 Poor 
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Poor creature f thou lookeft like a thmff half rfjadt-, 
which Nature not liking, threw by unfiniihect. ^f 
could' alrooft pity thee, metbiftks ; but it is be^ 
neath one of my quality to talk to fuch mean cr^y 
tures as thou art : and fo, poor- ara\frling wretcbi 
adieu. • '^ 

The humble Caterpillar,, ftfuck dumb with thi» 
difdainful laHguage, retired, wenttowprk) wound- 
biinfelf up. in a filken cell, and at the appointed 
time came out.a beautifvl Butterfly* Juft aS :te 
was Tallying forth,, he obferved the fcornful Artt 
paffing by. Proud infeftj, faid he, flop a motp^Kt„ 
and learn from the circum fiances in which' you 
now fee mcji .never , to defpife aoy one for tha^ 
condition .>a which Providence has thought (it ta 
place him i ^s there is non« fo meaii, but may one 
day, either 10 this ftate or in a better^ be exalted 
above thofe who looked down upon him with \mr 
merited ccM«texnpt» 



J* 
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FABLE XL. 

Tie tVJ» Foxts. . ■• 

TWO Foxes formed a firatagem to eater* a 
hen-rooft : which having fuccefsfally eitc- 
cuted, and killed the cock, rfie hens, and the 
chickens, they began to feed upon them with fm- 
^ular fatisfaition. One of the Foxes, whowas 
young and inconfi derate, was for devo&ring them 
all upon the fpot : the other, who was old and 
covetous, propofed tt> referve fome of them for 
anottaei time. " For experience, child," faid he, 
*' has made me wife, and 1 have feen many un- 
" expefled event* Jince I came iato the world. 
" Lict us provide, thereTore, againfl; what may 
** happen, and not confume all our Aore at one 
** meal." " All this is wondcrous wife," replied 
the young Fox ; " but for my part, I am refolved 
" not to ftir till I have eaten as much aswili fervc 
** me a whole week j for who would bo mad 
** enough to return hither ? when it is certain tho 
G 4 " owner 



,,,," awper of tkefe fowls wilt watch. f^r iis, vaq^ i 

V heflioul4.catch us, would certainly put uis t 

'. *' ^eath." After this fliort difcourfe, eacli nur 

,. fu'tl bis own fthem^: the. young Fox eat iilL, h 

.'^bu](l'(j(ihre]f,.andr Ka'J (car.cely ftr?ngth.,tO|,i)eaei 

.'hVs hijc beforcl^edied. Theold one, who thijijgh 

it much belter to deny his appetite forthe prefent 

and lay up provifion for the future,, returned th-- 

next iiy, aii^ was killed by the Farmer. Thui 

every a^ has its peculiar vice ; rhe youog fuffcr 

bytheir infatiabte. thiril after pleafure; and the 

old, by their incorngible and inordinate ayarict. 



FABLE. XLI. 
Tht anetiled Owl.. 

AYOUNG Owl, having accidentally fcea 
himfelf in a cryftal fountain, conceived the 
higheft opinion of his perfonai perfections. 'Ti» 
time, faid he, that Hymen fliould give me children 



a» bfeautifql as myielf, ^o the-^gfory o? thi6:njght, 
and the ornaroent of our ^^oves; \ What .pity 
* v«mld it be, if the race of the mbft accdm]j)liflied 
oPbirfi Iboulti 'jbe extrna: for Want of S^.mitc I 
<-" flf^pfiy the-female who ii^deftfiied to'fperid'her'Jife 
with tne' UTFull oF\thefe felf-apgi'oVihgt^^ 
he^htreated th^ Pjow to j)r6poie'a |match bdtwecn 
hftn and the toyd datighter of the Eagte. Do Vott 
iniagirie, faid the Crow, that tlie noble Eigle^ - 
vrhofe pride it is to ga^e cwi thjB'brightcft of the 
heavenly luminaries, wlH ^cbnfcnt to inarry^ his 
daughter toyou, who cannot fo mudh'as open your 
eyes whilft it is day^light ? But the felf-cwc;eited 
Owl was deaf to all that his friend could ufge j 
whop:.. after much perfiiafion, was at length pre* 
vailed upon to undertake the commiilion. His 
propofal was .received in^the manneiCthat might be 
cxpeSed ; the king pf birds laughed him to fCf>rn» 
However, being a monarch of fome humoui^ Jie 
ordered him to acquaint the Owl, that if he would ^ 
ineet him the next morning^^atfuir-rife m tlic midT- 
dle of the Iky, he would conlenc co^ givehim his 
^daughter in marFiage. Thie prefuniptuou^ Owl 
undertook to perform the condition; but .being 
dazzled with the fun, and his head growing giddy, . 
lie fell from bis height upon* a rodc:^ iFrotii ''Whence 
beidg purfued by a flight of birds, be was glad at 
iaft tainafce his cfcapeintb theVhdHow'df an old 
oak ; where he pafied the remainder of his days in . 
that obicunty fur which Nature defigned him*- 
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FABLE XLII. 

Tit Fix and th$ Cat. 

NOTHING is more common t)ian for men to 
CQiHitmti the TCiy fame aflioos in others* 
^hreb they pra&Ue thcmfelves wbeiieiiCF oecalioa 

' A Fox ami « Cat having mad* a party to trav^ 
together, beguiled the tedioufnefs of their joumcf 
\y a variety of [>hiIof(^ical CDnvcrfations. Of 
all the moral virtues, exclaimed Kcynud, mercy 
is fitre the /lobieft ! What fity yuu, my iwp frieo()i 
is it not fo? Undoubtedly, replied the Cat, with 
a moCl demure countenance j nothing is more bc- 
coming, in a creature of any fenfibility, than a 
CompafTionate difpofition. While they were thus 
moralizing, and mutually complimenting each 
Other on the wifdom of their refpe^ive reflections, 
a :^olf daited out frgin s \yood upon a Aock of 
'' ; • Shecp^. 
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Sht[ep9 which were feeding in an adjaceiit meadow * 
and without beintg in the lead affe^eil by t^^ 
moving lamentations of a poor Larnb^ devoured ;it 
before their ey^s* Horrible cruelty ! exclaiiQ^d 
th^dat i why (toes he not feed on vern^ih, inftead 
of milking bis barbarous tneal&QH fuch inno^eifit 
creatures r Reynard agreed with his friend in ^he 
obfervation ; to which he added fevsjrjil very jia- 
thetfc reniai-lcs on the edioufnefs of a faiiguihary 
temper. T^heir indignation was/iimginats warmt^ 
and zeal, yhen they arrived at a little cottage ^by 
the' way-fide; where th^ tender*hearted Reynard 
immediateiy caA his eye upon a fine Cocc that 
was ftrtitting about the yard. And liow/ adieu 
moraKzihg : he leaped over the pales, and without 
any fort of fcruple, demolifhed his prize in an in^ 
ftant. In the mean while, a plump Moufe, which 
ran out of the ftable, totally put to fligl^t our Cat's 
philofophy, who fell ta the re^aft without tht 
jeaft commiferatioQ. 
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FABLE XUIL. 
The two Horfts. 
rr^WO Horfes were tr»v«Uing the road toge- 
1, tber; one loaded with % i^lc of flour, th^ 
other with a fum of money. The ]atttr,prbiid<>^ 
his fplendid burthen, tolTed up his head with aA 
air of conscious fuperiority, and every now and 
then caft a look of contempt upon his humble 
■ companion. In paffing through a wood, theyweie' 
met by a gang oi highwaymen, who immediately 
ieizied upon the Horie that was carrying the.trea- 
fure : but the fpirited Steed not being altf^ettMr- 
difpofed to ftand fo quietly as was necefla^ fof ^ 
their purpofe, they beat him moft unmercifully, 
and after plundering him of his boafted toad, left 
htni to lament at his leifure the cruel bruifes lie had 
received. Friend, (aid his defpifed companion tv' 
him, who had now jeafon ta triumph fn his torn; 
diftinguifhed poAs are often dangerous to tho& who '' 
poflefs them : if you had ferved a Miller, as \I dO| ' 
Tou might have traveUcd the road uDiaatefted. 
-■■ " fABLEXLIV, 



MeDiE.R'N '-Tih-A^ti^ tii 



FABLE XLIV. 
JT)s-Dwt:attdibe AtU,' ■ ■ 

W£ ihotiM be alw^s ready to do good offices,' 
' tvon to th« meancft of our fellow-^crea- ■ 
tares; as there is no one to wflofe ailTilance we- 
may not, upon foma occalioR or otber, bs greatly' 
indebted.' 

A Dove was fipping from the banks of a rivulet,'- 
^riien an Ant, whowas at the fame time, trailing a ' 
giatn of com along the edge of the brook, inad-' 
vertently fell in. The Dove obferviiig tjie help-^" 
lefs infeftftruggling in vain to reach the fliorej' ■ 
WM touched with compaffion ; and ptuclcing. a'i 
blade of £nifst dropped it into the flream ; by' 
means of which the poor Ant, like a lhip-wrecke<t ' 
faUor u^aa a plank, got lafe to land. She had'-' 
fcarcely arrived there, when fha perceived a Fowler' ' 
juft going to discharge bis piece, at ber dcliv^cr >' : 
5 ■' Upon 
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upon which the inftantly crept up his foot and 
^ung him oa the ankle. The Spoitfoian Ihirti^^ 
occaTtoned a ruflling among the boughs, ivhich, 
alarmed the Dove, who iiMusdiately fpning up, 
arid by that means efcaped the dangcc with wihiclt 
ifae«ras threatened. 



FABLE XLV. 
Tbt Parrtt. 

A CERTAIN widower, in order to amuft 
A^ his folitary hours, and in fome mf afure fup- 
W.J the converfatioH of bis departed helpmate of 
loquacious memory, detertnincd to purchafe a 
Parrot. With this view he applied to a dealer i» 
birds, who flicwed him a large collcftion <rf Par- 
rots of various kinds. Whilft they were exer- 
cising their tallcative talents before him, one re- 
peating the cries of the town, another afking for 
a cup of fMt, and a diird bawtiog out tor » 
coach, 
3 
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coach, be obfervcd z green Parrat, perched ^i. a 

thoiigbtful manner at a (liftance upon the foot of a 

tai>le : And fo you, my grave gentleman, fatd he^ 

are ^uite filent. To which the Parrot refilled, 

like a philofopbical bird, ^^ I think the moce/' 

Pleafed with this fenfible anfwer, our widower 

immmediately paid down his price, and took home 

the bird, conceiving great things from a creature 

ivho had given fo ftriking a fpecimien of his parts. 

Sut after having inftru£^ed him during a wbole 

month, he found, to his great difappointment, 

that he could get nothing more from him than the 

fatiguing repetition of the fame dull fentenc^^ 

** J think the more." I find, feid he, in great 

vrraSh, that thou art a moft invincible fool : and/ 

teii times more a fool was I, for having formed a 

favourable opinion of thy abilities up«>n nQ bett^r^ 

ibuodation than an affected folemnity. 
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FABLE XLVI. 
•The Cat and the Bati- 

A CAT having devoured her maker's favourite 
BuUincb, overheard him threatening to put 
kert&dcath the moment he could find ner. In 
this diflrefe fhe preferred a prayer to Jupiter; 
vowing, if he would deliver her from her prefe'nt 
danger, that never while Qie lived would flie-eat 
another Bird. Not long afterwirds, a Bat tnofl 
Hivitingly flew into the room where Piifs was 
purring in the window. Thequeftion was, howto 
3^ upon fo tempting an occafion f Her appetite 

J'lreflcd hard on one hdc ; and her vow threw fome 
cruples in her way .on the othar. . At length flie 
hit upon a moft convenient diftin£tion to rcmovi: 
all difficulties, hj determining that as a Bird tn- 
dnd it was unlawful prize, but as a Moufe fbe 
iHightY^ry conlcicntioullyeatiti andaccardingl^> 
iHSwiu furtbcz dcbatCi fell to the repkft. 
't- ■ r Thus 



Thas ibis that, men are apt to injpora up(S» them- 
felves by v^iii ami groundlels dJl^in^tons, wti^n 
confcience and principle are at variance with iilte- 
icft and iiicUnattoit. 



FABLE XLVII. 

Tht tVM Lixardt. 

AS two Lizards were bafking under a foutb 
wall. How contemptible, faid one of them, 
b-our conditioir! WecKJft,. 'tis)truc, bflt,tb^tis 
aU; for, we bql4 no fort of, ranjc ig, tdie^ccea^oi). 
»Qd are utterJy unnoticed by the world} , C^urie^ 
labfcurity ! Why was I not rather born, a S'sg) <*4 
range at Urge, the pride and glory of fonie ray^f 
iore&i It happei^ed, that in the nudft of, theit: 
unjuH mifrni^urs, a p^cJt of Hounds w^ '^>card ip^ 
ftiil cry after thc,very_cr?aturc he was ^i^vjfipg| 
who being quite ipcnt witJf the ch{^^, wu ^n iq 
nieces by the Do«, in figt\t, of ,ofii;«v'9ilfiafj(^*fl 
aiid is this tife )9r4lj:Si»fc,»fK?,Byff;M.5l>fi 
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creation you wJfli to hold ? faid the wifcr Lizard t: 
his complaining friend : Let his fad fate teach fo-' 
to blefs Providence for placing you in that humbL 
fituacion, which fecuret jou tiom the dangers of ■ 
more elevated rank.. 



FABLE XLVIIU 

yitplltr's Latterji, "^ 

JUPITER, in order to pleafc manlclnd, di- 
n&xA Ntcrcury to give notice that he had efta- 
blilhed a Lottery, in which there Were no blanks j 
and that, amongft a variety of other valuable 
chances, Wifdom was the highfft prize. It wU 
Jupiter't command, that in this Lottery fomc of 
the gods ftiould aHb become adventurers. The 
tickets being' difpofed of, and the -wheels placed, 
"M-eKuTj wax employed to prefidc at th:: dr.iwing. 
It happened that the beft prize fell to Minetva? 
upon lii^uth- » general mucmur ran throir|h th^ 
aflimbly. 
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tll^mbly, and hints were thrown out that Jnpiter 
bad u^d Tome unfair practices to fecure this defir* 
ible lot to his daughter. Jupiter, that he might 
at once hoth punifh and Jiktice thcfe impious cla* 
mours of .the human race, prcfented tbem with 
Folly in the place of Wifdgm ; with which they 
went away perfciSly well contented. And from 
thit time the greateft Fools have always looked 
upon themfelves as the wifeft meu. 



FABLE XLIX. 
%it litigitut Cats. 

TWO Cat? having ftolen fomcchccfe, could 
not agree about dividing their prize. la 
order therefore to fcUle the difpute, they confented 
to lefer the matter to a Mopkey. The propofcd 
arbitrator very readily accepted the office, and 
producing a balance, put a part into each fcale. 
•* Let m^ fee," faidbe, "ay— thii himp out- 
" *' wcigh« 
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** weighs the other :" and immediately bit qJ 
£ontidcrib\t pirce^ in order tO' reduce itgr 
ferved, to an eqiiilibrium. . , Tlie oppoiite icdfj 
now become tbe heavieft ; which aftorded 01 
fcientiouf judge dn aihUtipnal reafon ^f^^ 
mauthfuL Hotid,; hold* fti<t'ihe c^o Cat%i 
began to be atanned for the event, gire ua-^i 
fyc^ive {bares,. and we a.re fatisfied. If j^iiraill^ 
tisfied, rcturned.th^ Monkey^ Juftice is iK>t : ^^ 
of this intricate nature is by no means fo fooji^'c 
termined. Upon which he GOaxilvued -t^'^jolbi ' 
fitft one pieccy and< then the ofitaw.^ ;%hk«c,^c 
Cats, feiping their cheefe gradually di^S^Surf^ i 
treated him to give himfelf no farther trotit^li^ b • 
deliver to theai what remained. Not fefaft^' 1 b : 
feech youj friends, rejriied the Monkev ;: we ov • 
juftice toourfelvesas well as to you : ^nat ceoiaii 
is due to me in right of my omQC. Upon^ wbic 
ht Cfammed the whole intia his iH0Mtb|, and wk 
grtat gravity difmifibd the ^urt* * . , 
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FABLE L. 

^e iwB Dogt, 

T TASTY and inconfiderate c6niie£li(uis' are 
]| I. generally attended with great difadvantages : 
ancimuch of every maa's good or ill fortune de- 
pends upon the choice he makes of his friends. 

A good-natured Spaniel overtook a/urly Maf- 
tiS*, as he was ' travelling upon the high road. 
Tray, although an entire ftranger to Tyger, very 
tiviily accoftcd him; and if it would'beno intei^ 
ruptton, he faid, he fhould be glad to bearjiin 
company on his way. Tyger, who happened not 
to be altogether in fo growUng a mocl as ufual, 
accepted the propofel ; and. they very amtcabJ,y! 
purfued their journey together. In the midft of 
their converfation they arrived at the next vil« 
lagc, where Tyger began toJifplay his maligna»c 
^i^ofition^ by an unprovoked attack upon «verjr 
Dog 
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Pog he met.' Tlie ViU>|prs imnted^tely fyi 
forfh with.gi:<e3t indignation to refcua tbeirvQlf; 
tive favourites i.And falling uponour two $^ 
wlthoucdi<lin£tion, or mercy, povrTn^ xv^Bfl 
fsuelly treated, ,for no other reafon Irat^Jii^ 
foiinfi i» bad coaipaxiy. 



FABLE LI. 

Death and Cupid. 

JUPITER rent forth Death utd Cupi<' 
travel round the world, giving each of bie ■> 
a bow in his baadi and a quiver ol arrows at h;! 
back. It was ordered by the Supreme Difpofc ri: 
all events, that the arrows of Love Ihould unl / 
wound the young, in order to iupply the Atc.yi 
ef mortal men ; and tbofe of Death were to fti . -. : 
«ld-age, and free the world from an ufelefs cha. . 
Our traveUeis, being one day extrenielj fatig 
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w^h their journey, r^Aed^ tkemfelves uiid^^iiie 

covert of a wood, and throwing down ihtffir ar-^ 

To#s in a yromilcuoiis manner, they both fell 

faift aifleep. They bad not l^ppfed ftki^mfel«^s 

iobg^i 'before they were ^awak^irorf 'by- a fudden 

jioi^ ; when baftily gathering up tM^tr armt, eatrh 

in a confufion took by miftake fomeof the darts 

tha^bel<»tge4 to the odier. By tl^s means^ it 

iV^tiently happened that Death iranouifiied the 

^0Ui|ig, ajad Cupid fubdued the old.. Jupiter db- 

^eryed the e^-ror, iiut did not think jprofier to re- 

drds it; fore{S?eing^^t fotne good might arife 

•frcnn their unlucky exchange. , And, in fad, 

if men were wile, iSiey w<»ild learn from this 

sniftake to be ap^rebetifive of Death in their youth, 

and to guard agakift ^be amorous puifions in'theic 

old age* 
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FABLE LIL 
The Mui-iirS. 

THERT is k certain bird iii' tHe ^^ 
Indies, which has the facalty of-tnimiaiiifg 
the notes t>f every other fongfter, without beiAj 
«t>Ie himretf to -add any oHsinal llrains to tthc 
■conecrt. As one of thefe Moclc-'birds wa?'tiif- 
^a'ytiig^is talent of ridicole afnong the 1»r4rf&hc!. 
«f a Tetieribfe wood : 'Th vfei^ Well,' Uii'klitt^ 
warbler, fpeaking in the name of ill the rfett, w 

{rant you that our muHc is Abt with^t iti^JiulU; 
at why will you not favour 'us With^a ftririn^ 
jioiir own? ■ ■ :'■ ■ "' '■ ^ 
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FABLE LIII. 

^%t Sftltacltt. 

'OW ftrangcly-all maokiiMl di^iintliftr twin 
_ niont ! -wmI how ftrongly each is attachea w 
IS own I ^ 

Japiter ««e day, «njoyiag )nn>felf «ver a bawl 
of ne^ir^ and in a merry hunoiir, detmnined t9 
make auokind a prefent. Momus was appoiQCcd 
<o convey it to them i who mouotcd on a rapid 
cat, was preleotljr <m cartb. Cone hither, fa^s 
ht, ye happy mortals ; great Jupiter has opcnelf 
dw your 'KOefit his all-gracious hands. *Tis tr^e* 
he made you fcH&ewhat flkOTt-Cghted, hut to re- 
medy lAat inconvenience, behold bow hf has fa- 
vAured you ! So faying, he unmoored hit porttnan- 
Ccaii, when an infinite nuniber of BpeAacIcs 
twmbkd out, and were picked up by the crowfi 
witb aU Ihe cagcraeliE imagiluble. There were 
H enough 
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enough for all,'cVfery man bad his pair.; But it 
was foon found that thefe Spedlacles did not re- 
prefent objedts to all mankind alike : for one pair 
was purple, another blue; one was white, and 
another black: fome of the glaiTes were red, fome 
green, and fome yellow. In ihort, there were a. 
all manner of colours, and every ibade of colour, 
However, notwithftanding this diverfit^fyeyery mar 
was charmed with his own, zi believing it tht 
trueft ; and enjoyed in opinion all the fatisfadioi* 
of reality. 
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FABLE I. 

Tit Rtd-brtafi and the Sparrsw, 

AS a Red-bresft was Cnging on a tree by thti 
fide of a rural cottage, a Sparrow perchetf 
«pon the thatch, took occafion thus to reprimand 
him : and d«ft theuj faid he, with thy aull au- 
tumnal note, prcfume to emulate the Birdf of 
Spring f Can thy weak warblings pretend to vie 
with the fpfightfy accents of the Tbrufli and tho 
Slaclcbird i with the various melody of the Lark 
or the Nightingale ? whom other birds, far thy 
fuperiors, have been long content to admire in 
Jilcnce. Judge with candour at lealt, replied the 
Robin, nor impute thofe efforts to ambition folcly, 
which ma^ fometimes flow from Lave of the An, 
I reverence indeed, but by no means envy, the 
birds whofe fiune has ftood the teft of ages. Their 
fengt have charmed both hill and dale; but their 
fcslon is paft, ind their tbrMts art iilent. I feel 
H 3; not. 



150 ORrGINtAL FABLRffi 

not, however, the ambition to furpafs or ei^ua] 
them : mjrefforts are of a much humbler nature ; 
and I may fureiy hope for pardon, while I endea- 
vour to cheer thefe forfalcen valleys, by an attempt 
to imitatf the flrains I Uvt, 



FABLE II,_ 
Tbe twa Sieu 

ON a fiiie morning in May, two Bees Jet (t-* 
ward in quel); of Honey ; the one wife and 
temperate, the other carelefi and extravagant. 
They toon arrived at a garden enriched with aro- 
watic herbs, th? moft fragrant flowers, and the 
moft delicious fruits* They regaled themfelves fttf 
a time on the various dainties that were fpread be- 
fore them : the one loading his thigh, at intervals 
with provifions fpr the hive againft the diftant win- 
ter i the other„revelling in fweets without regard 
to any tiling hut hjs prefent gratificatiop. At 
length 



length they found a wide-mouthed phial , that 
hung beneath the bough t>f a peach-* tree,. fiHed^ 
vrith Hdney ready tempered, and expofed to their 
tafte in the moft alluring manner. The thought- 
le{s "iEpicurey fpite of all his friend*s remonftrances, 
plunged headlong into the veffel, refolving to in- 
dulge himfelf in all the pleafures -of fenfuality. 
The Phikfiphevy cm the other hand. Tipped a little 
"with caution, but being fufpicious of danger, flew 
off to fruits and flowers j where, by the tnodefa- 
tion of his meals, he imprbved his relifh forjthe 
true enjoyment of them. In the evening, how- 
ever, hie called upon his' friend, to enquire whe- 
ther he would return to the hive ; but found him^. 
furfeited in fweets, which he was as unable to 
leave as.to. enjoy t. Clogged in his ^inga^^joJSr bled 
in his feet, and his whole frame totally enervated^ 
he was but juft able to bid^his friend adieu, and to 
lament with his lateft breath, that though a tiafte 
of pleafure mi|;ht. quicken the reiifli of- life, an 
i&nreftraiaed indulgence is inevitable deflrudioa. 
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FABLE III. 

7W DlaMand,endthi Glevi-tuerm- 
..:■:,.■.: . ; ■. "'T" ■ 

A DIAMOND happened to &11 fVom| tKe 
: folifiiiie of' a young lady, at flic was waJk- 
iw «ie evcninj; oiv a terrace in the gardeo. A 
Giew-werm, who bad beheld . it Tparkle in '\tt 
dercent, faon as the gloom of night had^ ficltpftd 
Ms laftre, beg^n to mock and ji».i|i(tiU ib .Art 

' tticu that wondjous thing, that vBunfieftoflhl^ pro- 
digi«iis bf ightnefs i Where now a ^1 thy. bwifl«d 

, brilliancy T Alas, in evil hour has fortune tbrpwn 
thee wtthJAthc Kach of my fuperior blaic< Cw- 
ceited w&d, re^ed ths Qem, thU 9w«ft:.tii!! 
feeble gHiitweF to the doiltnefs th^tfitTcoHBd^ithw^ 
Iciow, tny.UfticbeaHdiBteft of day* Wuteviep4c- 

. rives its chief advaou^gc from tbatdjAipgl^iBK 
light, which difcovcrs thee;to be aa-wttfi tln»2^ 
duik and paltry Wonsr . - 

FABLE IV. 
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F A B L E lYi 

The OfirUh and the Pelican, 

THE Oftrieh one day met the Pelican, and 
obrcrving her bre&ft all bloody. Good Ood I 
lift file to her, what is the matter ? What acci- 
«knt has befallen yoo ? You certainly 'have been 
Se'\vxA by feme favagc beaft of prey, ai«* have vith 
diffictritr efciiped ^om hi3 mnrilefs claws. Do 
not be farprtzed, fticfttt, replied the PeJicaw ; no 
fuch accidenr^ nor indeed any thing tnore titan 
common, hatlv happened to me. 1 have only brtn 
•t>E*gcd in my ordinary employment of tending 
firr ndt,(rf feeding my dear little ones, and nou- 

>nuilng rtiem with the vital blood from my bofbm. 
Youranfwer, returned the Oflrich, aftoniffavs me 
AiN morefhan the horrid figure you make. What I 

;Js tbTSyour pra£lice, to tear your own llcfli, to 
fpBl your own blood, and to facrifice yotirfelf in 
tKis cruel manner to the importunate cravings of 
- . . H 5 yo.ir. 
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yc^r^young ijnes ^IfcnoiBfiitfct^ which to pity moft^.. 
wirf t*ifery, <?r J:our ft^ljA * fi« ^<1 vi fed by 'iie j 
hftve forne regard for yourfelf ;. and leave off ij^is 
barbarous tufiom of mangling your own^lxKiy 
as"fo^yourtihf{dreti,^c>mn)it them to the Care ^ of 
Providence^ and make you rfelf iquite eafy ^bput. 
them* Iply example; maj b^ of tife to you.^ I lay. 
my ^ggj^ Mpon the ground, and juft cover them 
light^ ov^ef with fand : if they have the good- 
luck to efcape being <:rU0ieil by the l^ad of jS^aa- 
or Beaft^ the warmth of the Sun broods upon^and 
hatches tbemi. and in diit time my young ones' 
come forth. I leave them t6 be nurfed by Wature^ 
and foftered ^ the elements^ I give myfelf no 
trouble about them* and I neither know nor care . 
what becomes of them. Unhappy wretch, fays 
the Pelican, who art" hardened againft thy off— 
fpring, and through want of natural affedion ren-> 
dereft thy travail fruidefs to thyfelf ! who knoweft 
not the fweets of a parent's aaxiety, the tender 
delight of -a niipther's bufferings Mt is not I, bu:^ 
thou that art ^ruel to thy own flefh.. Thy Jn-^ 
fenfibility mafy exempt thee from a temporary in*- 
convenijeHce,' afid an iaconliderable pain ', but at 
the ieeote tiqne k makes thee inattentive to a moft 
neceffafy duty, and incapable of relifl^ing «the 
pleafure that attends it : a pleafure, the moft ex« 
i|uifite that Nature hath indulged to us j in whick 
pain itfelf js fwallowed up and loft, or only ferve9 
10 heighten the eujoymentt 
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F A B L E, V. . 

7^e Htundi im Couples^. ' > : 

A HUNTSMAN was leading forch-hi 
Hounds one morning to the chace, an^ 
bad linked feveral of the young Dogs in Cpuple^.. 
to prevent their following every fccnr, and.hunt- 
ing diforderlvjas theii ownincHnatLone.andJ~d,i>P/- 
ihould direi^ tjiem. Among others, it^^rast^e 
fate of Jowler and Vixen to be thus, yok^d toge- 
ther. Jowler and Vixen were both, youag and'- 
unexperiencedi-but had for foin£ time l)ceji..cpai- 
Aant companions, and fccmed. to have enKrtaiiied 
a great fondnefs for.each. other i (hey ulfd-, tp ^ 
perpetually playing together, ajid in any q^uatrel 
that happened,, always took one anotherU partj. 
it might have been cxpedlcd therefore, . that, ic 
would not be difagrecable to them to be ftill more 
c'ofely. united. However, in.faft,.it proved. ocher- 
'wife : they had not been long joined^ together be- 
fore, both paities were obfcrved to exprtl'^ uneafi^- 
. - , . H.6 ■ lida^ 



exewfS»mfelyci' : if one, cb^fe « |o l^iii;;virayr 
thd|?bjiherwat*-»^agcF to take tit cOiltrtWS^^ if 

aitir <jllras pltflbi^ »ma^ ^ther iv$s(M^^ to 

ler ^raggeid i^Hif Vixen : Jowkt gfao^led at 
y iwit, andc Vixen Tiiappci at Joivlcf : till at 'laft 
It €9iine"to 9 downvight quarisel bet^Ma> t)yeni ^ 
ahd/jowler treated Vixea in a Very roughr sind^ un- 

Jjchero^ manner^ iiklioiic any regard to- the in- 
eriofsty of her ftrengcfay or the tendcrneft oP her 
iiex. 1^ A$ ihty were tbii6.coittifi«a}ty vexing and- 
tomrnntiag one anotber,^ an b!d RouDd,^ wlto had. 
•biervc4 aSi tbaa pa&d, tame up to them, and 
ibut reproved t'hem :. *^* What a couple of fiUyk 
Puppies you are, to be perpetually worrying youn- 
felves at tbii'xate I Wnat hinders your going on: 
peaceably and quietly together i C^npt yxxn (;Qni- 
'^Irdntffs; fhf^ Hiatter bett^een you by^ etch con^It- 
Aigthb*othcif'8 htcUnationa Httle? at teai^ fry 
'\*ty^n<ftk« a virtue of neceffity, and fubtnir to v^har 
'•yoii' c^trtnot remedy: you cannot^ get rid of the 
ttikin, but yon may make it fit eafy upon you; ; L 
' ain-flin old Dog, and Icthiy age iina experieiifc 
^ Mfitudf you r when I was in thcf"ftmfe circufti- 
^**riiiiees* with yoif, 1 '(bo|i found, that thwartihg 
?^^ il^^l^hion Was only torqientiHg h)yfelf ^ and 
' TO* y«>ke*feMow happily came hito the Rm&^zj 
'^^^jpflttWng. We endeavoured to join in tfit fttne 
t^fbi^^ iuid to folfoW one another's Inclinations j 
V^ju^fo We jogged on together, notonly Witheafea^nd 
^ 'TfM|ct,' imt With comfort and pleafure. ' We foifnd 
» W^xpt*«encr, th^t motual ccj^pRlahcfe hot bhly 
;^ld(^(^rp^fat^s for liberty, bi>t is ev^en kttendetf wfth 
'•ii^tf^faftt6ti ;lnd'de1ight/ beyond ^hat Ilbertylt* 
ftlf caqi give," ' ^^ : *^ 
••' ^ ^ FABLE VI. 
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FABLE VI. 

iy>t Mfer md ^ Magf$t^ 

^\, heaps of gold, a Majpye, eloped fi|9i^>s 
. cagQ. picked up « guinea^ ana hopped avujF'wiith 
it. The Mifer, who never fnikd to count .bis 
money ovef a {ccond time, immediately milled. ^w^ 
piece, and riltsg up from hii fl^at in the wt^ofli 
conilernativn^ ebferved the felon' hi4ii% Ui;in a 
y;£cvice of the (kxn. And art thou,«TKd l)?Bjf))at 
vrerJ^ ef thieves, who'haft robbed me pi^ a^ goW* 
wiiho«t the plea of necel&ty, tnii withoiit ^regard 
' to itft proper ufe } but thy life thatl atOW far,fo 
prepofteFOHi a villainy. Soft vrords, good aiaftcr^ 
ffun)\ the Ma«)ye< Ha*« I then injured y«u in 
any ptber Anic than you defraud the p^lic,^ aad 
am I not ufing your qopey in tKc.iasfe wnner 
you do yourfcT^f, \iX mttft lofc njy life for t^aM>g 
■ a.fioeU guinea, what do you^, \ pi»y, i Aftrce* 
w'ho Kcretc fo mady thoiiraMs f ..,•[, 

fablk Vu, 
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FAB t E VII. 

Tit Senjitivt-Pl'ent and, the ThifiU. 

■■■■■■ _ jf 

A THISTLE happened to fprtng up ^ery. 

A^ near to a Sen/itiye-Plaot. The foFiner ob- 
Icrviiig ihe extre^n^ ba&fuijiefsandjelicacyof thp 
lattpr, addreSfd her in the fojlotyiag lewoer. Why 
arc you lb modefl and rf^lVved, my.gpod neigh- 
bour, as to withdraw your leaves at the approach 
of ftrangers ? Why da youfhrink as if you were 
airald, from the touch of every hand ? Take 
example and advice from me : If 1 lilted not their 
.familiarity, i would make th&m keep th^rdiflance* 
nqr fbould any faucy finger provoke, me u,n re- 
venged. Oitr tempers and qualities, replied tne 
otht^r, are widi^ly diffetent; I have ,iviftwr jtlte 
ability nor inclination, to giv« offence : you, jt 
feems, are by no pi cans ddlitute. of either.. My. 
defire is to live peaceably in the flation wherein. I, 
was placed v and. th9' my ^ui^iUcy^may.iiow and 
' ■ then 
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^R-caufe me a jnomeiU's iineafinefs, it tends oOk 
tJie, whole to preferve my trttDq^UIUy.. The cafe 
IE otherwise with you, whefe irritable temper, and- 
revengeful dirporiti<Hi, will probably, one time of 
other, be the caufe of your deftrudtibn. While 
they were thu» arguing the pointy the Gardener 
came fvifh his little fpaddle, in order to lighten the 
eartlv, round the ftem of the Seiifitivc-Plant j but 
porceivjng the Thiftle, he thruflie his inftrumeal: 
thro' the root of it, and CoJTed itoutof hisgUdenr ; 



F A B JL E. VIH. 
7%« Pott mdAt Dtath-wStsh. 

AS a Poet fat in his^clbfet, feaftitigih^ <<n9E>r' 
nuion on the 'ho|ics jof Fame and lomor- 
tality,' he was (brtled op a fudden with the «mif 
sous found of a Death-watch. However, imme- 
diately recolieaing him fdf— Vain infetS, faid be, 
ccafe thy ioifKaioeDt ferej^ingsi fu^^cient in- 
deed 
7 



Aefd M rngl»M:; Uifi w^ikncri <rf^ womeB, or o' 
ChiUceq I but n>r beneath' the noiic!; of si Poet uil 
PbiUfopUef.. A« fbr mc, i^baj^vcr wctdent ma' 

|t|ifld.th«m>j«(t': I iio<l at lesAy thm badft r^the- 
liften W the Maffgot in tby hcad^ Au to Hb: 
Worn beneath wy Ublei but know* tba^ tb< 
iMgeeftions of Vanity are altogether u 4eo^itfui 
MChofe of Svpcxftition, 
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SiUnr.On:- , .,-. .-.. ,- i. ■.,,, .,;,.. , 

1>VTHAGORAS ww one day very *af- 
17 Bcftly cngi^eil in taking an exaft meafurc 0/ 
tne length of the Olympic courre. One of thofe 
conceited Critics who aim at every thing, and are 
leady to incerpofe with their opinion upon all Tub* 
u4)$^h^Dpei>ciltobeprerenti ind could nut help 



ttruVitig to himfetf to fcb'thePKnblS|)lt^^ » 
c(f, and to obfervc whatgrcaratt^iitibn'iihd p^np M 
l)cfto%rerfupon fuch abuiincis. Anfd pray, faj^he^ 
attdffirigVythJigiyras, ^iia^'rjjrefcme^oiftWifH 
^hat^efi^nXTa^^rtave'^fetV^ilriaf tHiA-n^ 
0^fflaii'tARarith€PfiiR>foi>ht?, I^lhiB i?*ry*W*fe 
^ify^{6ttt\y9xx. We a|^ affittttf/thWlfcFtftrfesi 
v^Keii he iniftittit^d the O!^ pii: cities ^hr^^IH^i A 
out Irh'te cdtirftTjy meafure, and de^eririined it ti>,thi 
length of fix hundred feet, inevfiiriWg^^ h bjf tll« 
ikBniifdof his ovi^i>.fop^t.\ . Now by taking; an ex- 
a(Sti^]p^^ ^ f^>^ ^^^ ^ucii^ it 

in uie« we cmi to4 bow much the foot of Hercuk^. 
and ^ in proportiosi his whole ftature, exceeded that 
of the pr^ent generation« A very cttrious fpecu« 
]at^^9 fa^ the Critit; and of gfeatufc ind impor« 
tatM|^, np^oubt I Afid fp you will flemonftmte to 
iiStH|h2|^^bo bu^^ of ^hi$ fabulous HtM'o was e<ilial 
t(Mi]i^ 4(travi(|(iht e^terprifes and;his f(lvvi|dious 
exi^It^* z^And prak Sirj wliat'lnay beilife i«i(fli 
of *40^ <|iKinfty' at faft? t fuppofe^ yoW caisi lilow, 
tell ttie'ekactly to a hait^9 breadth,, hoii tall EJfer^^ 
cules wiis. 'The. refult of my enquiry^ implied 
the Piiitbfbpfeier, is diis"; and it » a coaGlufion of 
greali6rjlMr<e^'1is4 importimoe than yon Ibem foex* 
ped from It | that if you will alwavs efttmate dMI: 
labours of thc> Philoibpliery- Ae'idefigns of ttie- 
Patriot, and the aAions of the Heto, by 3ieftandar< 
€)f your own narMW tonceptiona, yon will ever be 
BTcatly mtftaktn in your judgoieiic leiiwniii^ 
wan. - •' ^ V ^ . . > A •; T' v ' «• 

^^ • ^ ^7 r^i^^irii ^: -v , J., r " . ' ■: • - .-. ' :•->;:>, ofn 
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FABLE X. ■ 

the Bfor. ■ 

r.A BEAR, who was bred in the (ayage defarts 
Xx. of Siberia, had an inclinatioa to fee the 
world. He travelled from forell to foicft, and from 
one kingdom to, another,, making many profound 
tiibfqr vat ions in his V^ay. Among, the reft ^f his 
eJCCUrfioas,. he came by accident into a farmer's 
jftrd, w.hfrfi he faw ^.tw^i^er of poultry ftspding 
't»driiik by the fidppf a pool. Obfervipg that at 
ekery ftp tbey turned' ug, thej^ hcad'i ta\vards the 
l^r,.h»w4<^);ibt forbfai «i<}uir^ng the reafon a£ 
^liprnilfar " 9f^<;mony. I'hey^t^ld'hiDV.^hM jf. 
was by way of returning thaiiks to Heaven for^h* 
benefirs they received; and was indeed an ancient 
and religious cullom, which they could not, with, 
a fafe confcience, or witbout impiety, omit. Heie 
the Bear burd into a fit of laughter, at once mi- 
mickifig^ their geltures,. aodridiculingtheir fu- 
.X -i V. ■ » I perilition. 
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pcrftition«. in the molt contei^jftijous inanner. 
Oa this, the Cock, with a fpirit fuitable to the 
boldnefs of his cHarafler, addreffeif him in the fol- 
lowing words :*As you are a firanger. Sir, you per- 
haps may be ex-cufed the indecency of this beha- 
viour; yet give mc leave to tell you, that none 
but a Bear would ridlcidc any religious ceremonies- 
whatfoever, iu the prefeuce of thofe who believe 
them of imgortaDcc. 



FAB L E XI. 

The Stark end the Crmit. 

AS^TORK and a. Crow had once a flrong 
contention, which of them ftood highcft in. 
tfce favour of Jupiter. The Crow alledged his 
fkill in omens, his infallibility in prophecies, and 
his great ufe to the prielUof that deity in all their 
bcriiices and religious ceremonies. The Stork 
BTged only his blameUIs life> the care he took to- 
■. .',*.■ 1 prcferve 
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yell meant, I accent ar % «[«■ intendc4l..-i Yd 
CtcriSfKa or o^rtnionies a^ r^'tfaenftl^is ftt »■> 
MOftortfOice, .af*} (;Kr}^a;^in|^ toiiicaiferBUl tl!« 
couiirels of thtf Ge^ is'altogether as tri) -as it i* 
pKfuin'ptuqus : hlih he wbo pajt to J^teg^ a juB 
honour tad revercHce, vrbo Icadtthg «yll jljl | mu >r 
rate life,' and who doei the moft good in proportion 
to his abilitiei> iS he lieft tnfmri tRe end of hi* 
creation> will iSaniiy fUnd bigltcft ia the fnoui 
«f hiiCreatoiv - . ,. 
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..FABLE XIL, 

Eeh« and tbt Owl. - ■ - . ■ 

rriHE vaiR hear the flatteries of their lewn 
I ' imagin^oDa and fancy them Ce.-he cfhe voice 
•fnine. 

A fcltenm Owl, puffed op with vanitjr^ &te re- 
peating her fcreams at mtdriight, from the hollow 
of a blafted oak. And whwice, cried ftie, pro- 
ceeds this awful 'filence, unlds itt be K> favour my 
Superior melody i Surely the eroves are huflit in 
expcflation of my voice, and when I fing, all 
Nature liftens. An Echo refounding from an ad- 
jacent rock, replied immediately, ** all Nature 
lifteos." The Nightingale, refumed Ihe, has 
ufurftd the forereignty by night : ber note in- 
deed is mufical, but mine is fwccter far. The 
voice confinntag her opinion, replied again, ** is 
iwtsva, fju." AVby then am 1 di&knt, con* 
■, , ,T ^. ; I ;■. J, cinued 
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tiirtreS flic, ■ wKjr' Uo i "fear '«>' Jom tKfe ttineftfl 
cHoir? The 'Echo ftiUflatterthg hfcr vani%,, re- 
.p^ted, '* join the tuhefpl choir," Routed by 
this empty phantom of encouragement, fhe oh the 
morrttw mingled her hootings .with the harmony 
of the groves. But the nmeful Songfters, dij^uft- 
CQ witb her noife, and affronted by her impudence, 
unanimoufly drove her from their fociety, and ftill 
continue to pnrfue her wherever fhe appears. ^ 



FABLE XIII, 
, . Prtmetbeuf' 

PROMETHEUS' formed mm of the fineft 
clay, and animated his work with fife ftolen 
rom Heaven. He endowed him with all the fa- 
culties that are to be found amongtl the animal 
creation: he gave him the courage of the Lion, 
the fubtlety of the Fox, "the providence »f thi 
- - ■ Ant, 
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Apt, smd the indu^y jof thjp Bee ;, and he enabled 
him, by the fuperiority gf Kis underftanding, to 
ful>due them all, and to make them. fubrervient to 
hik ufe and pleafure. (le ^dlfcovered to bim the 
niQt;a].s hidden in t^e bowels of the earth, .^nd ibqw- 
• ec^'him their fevcral ufes. He inftrtufted him ia 
every thing tKat migh^ tend to caltivate .and civi-- 
liate human life^ he taught hiti^to till the ground^ 
^n'd to imptovc^thc fertility of Nature^ to build 
Loiifes, to coyer himfelf with garments^ and to de«- 
feqd himfelf againft the inclemencies of the air and 
the ieafonSj^ to cbnvpound medicines of falutary 
herbs, |!6 heal vrounds^ and to cure difeafes; to 
conftrud ihips, to crofs^the feas^ and to communi- 
cate to every country the riches of all. In a word, 
he endued mm with fenfe and memory, with faga- 
city and invention, with art and fcience ; and to 
crown all, he gave him an iniight into futurity. 
But, alas ! this latter gift, inftead of improving, 
vholly deftroved the proper effecft of all the for- 
TACT. FurAimed with all the means and iiAru- 
ments of happinefs, Man nevextfaelefs was mife- 
rable : through the knowledge and dread of futuji^ 
evil, he was incapable of enjoying prefent good. 
Prometheus faw, and immediately refolved toreme* 
•dy this inconvenience : be effedually reftored Man 
^o a capacity of happinefs, by depriving him of 
frefcunce^ and giving him h^pi in its ftead« 
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FABLE XIV. 

^rv^IS did that Momui was perpetuaMy blam- 
X ing and ridiculingwhatevcrhe&w. Even 
theworks of the Godt thcmrelves could not efcapc 
Jlis univeifal cenfure. The ejct of the Ball, he 
laid, were fo placed by Jupiter^ that they cottid 
iiotdired his horns in pulhtne at his cnemiest 
The boufec which Minerva had ififtru£lcd men td 
build, arete contiiTed fo very injndicioufly, that 
they could not be removed from a bad neighbour- 
hood, nor from any other inconvenience. In 
fliort, the frame of Man himfetf was in his opi- 
nion extremely dcfeflive; having no window in 
kiG bofom that might demonfirate his (incerity, to. 
hetray hit wicked purpofes, and prevent their ejee> 
cution. TheCe and many other faults were founj 
in the produdion* of Nature ; but when he (iir- 
i*ftA the woifca sf art, there was no end of his 
altercations. 



«)Rl(&lHAAM>lA8L%d. U)6^ 
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FABLE XV. 
The Buiterfy, the Snail, and the Bet. 

A BUTTERFLY, proudly perched on the 
gaudy leaves of a French Marygold, was 

feoalting the vaft extent and variety of his travels. 
I have ranged, faid he, over the graceful and ma- 
j.eflic fcenes of * HagUy, and have feaiicd tny eyes 
\fith elegance and variety at f 2"i6« Leafoives.- I 
have wandered thro' regions of ^lantine and 
Honey-fuckle, I have revelled in kifles on beds of 
Violets and Cowflips, and have enjoyed the deli- 
cious fragrance of Rofes and Carnations. In 
fliort, my fancy unbounded, and my flight un- 
reflrained, I have vifited with perfe£t freedom all 
the flowers of the field or garden, and mull be al- 
lowed to know the world in a fuperlative degree, 
A Snail, who hung attentive to his wondeis on 
• Lord Lyrtekon'i. f Mr. Shenftone'i. 

3 a. cabbage- 
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a csibbage-leaf, was ftruck with admiration ; and 
concluded him, from all his experience, to be the 
wifeft of animal creatures* 

It happened that a Bee purfued her occupation 
on a neighbouring bed of Marjoram, and having 
h^ard our oftentatious vagrant, reprimanded him 
in this manner. Vain, empty fluttererj faid flie, 
whohi inftru£lion cannot improve, nor experience 
itfelf enlighten ! Thou haft riambled over the 
woirld ; vtrherein does thy knowledge of it confift i 
Thou haft feen variety of dbje<9;s ; what conclu- 
fions haft thou drawn from them i Thoii haft tafted 
of every amufement ; haft thou extracted any thing 
for ufe ? I too am a traveller : go and look into my 
hive ; and let my treafures intimate to thee, that 
the end of travelling is to colle6l: materials either 
. for the ufe and emolument of private life^ or for 
the advantage of the community«. 



FABLE XVL 
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FABLE XVL 

The Tuh'erefe and the Su/t-JloKer. 

AT U B E R O S E, in a bow-window on tlie 
north fide of aftately villa, addrefled a Sun- 
flower which grew on a flope that was contiguous 
to the houfe. Pray, ncighboar, fays he, to what 
purpofe do you pay all this devotion to that 
fiflitious deity of yours, the Sun ? Why arc yoa 
ftill diftorring your body, and caftirtg up your 
eyes to that glaring luminary ? What fuperllition 
induces you to think, that we flowers exift only 
thcough his influence ? Both you and I am fureiy 
indebted to the hot bed, and to the diligence of 
the gardener, 'for our produdiion and fupport. 
For my part, I fball rcferve my homage, together 
with my fweets, for that benevolent mafter who 
is continually watering and refrcfhing me: nor~ 
T dcfire ever to fee the face of that Sun you fo 
'olizci v/hile I caa enjoy the cool fhade 
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•f thismagniiicetit faloon. Truce with thy blaf- 
phemies, replied the Sun-flower: why doft thou' 
fevile that glorious Being, who difpcnfes life and' 
vigour, not only to us, but to every part of the 
creation ? Without this, alas ! how inefteaual 
were the fkill and vigilance of thy boaftcd mailer, 
either to fupport thy tender frame, or even to pre- 
ierve his own ! Duttfiismuft ever be the cafe witb 
fuch contraifled underftandings : fufficient, indeed, 
to point out our more imniediaie benefactors, but 
difrc^ardlng the original Sourca from which, all 
benehccnCe proceeds. 



FABLE XVir. 

The Magpye and the Ravin. 

THERE was a certain Magpye, more bufy 
and more loquacioils than any of his tribe. 
His tongue was in perpetual motion, and himfelf 
continually upon the wing; fluttering from place 
to place, and very fetdom appearing twice together 
in the fame company. 

I 3 Sometimes 
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Sometimes you faw him with a flock of Pigeons, 
plundering a held of new-fown corn; now perch- 
ed upon a cherry-tree with a parcel of Tom-Tits : 
the next moment, you would be furprifed to find 
the fame individual bird engaged with a flight of 
Crows, and feafting upon a c^rcafe* 

He took it one day into his head to vifit an old 
Raven, who lived retired among the branches of a 
venerable oak ; and there, at the foot of a lonely 
moirntain, had paft near half a century. 

J admire, fays the prating bird, your moft roman-^ 
tic fituation, and the wildnefs. of thefe rocks and 
precipices ar-ound you : I am abfqlutely tranfported 
with the murmur of that water*faU 3 methinks it 
diiFufes a tranquillity furpafling all the joys of 
public life. What an agreeable fbquoftration from 
worldly buflle and impertinence ! what an oppor-> 
tunitv of contemplating the divine l)eauties of Na- 
ture f I fliall moft certainly quit the gaieties of 
town, and for the fake of thefe rural fcenes, and 
my good friend's con verfation, pafs the remainder 
of my days in the folitude he has chofen. 

Well, Sir, replies the Raven, I {hall be at aB 
times glad to receive you in my old-fatlhioned way ; 
but you and I fliould certainly prove moft im- 
lui table companions. Your whole ambition is tQ 
fliine in company, and to recommend yourfelf to 
the world by univerfal complaifance ; whereis my 
greateft happinefs confifts in eafe apd privacy, and 
the feleft converfation.of a few whom I eft^era. 
I prefer a good heart to the moft voluble tongue ; 
and though much obliged to you for the poUtenefs 
of your profeffions, yet I fee your benevolence di- 
vided among fo nume^-ous an acquaintance, that ^ 
very flender (hare of it can remain for thofe you are 
pleafed to honour with the name of friends. 

FABLE XVIIL 



f 
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FABLE XVIII. 
7^ Diamond and the Lsadflone. 

A DIAMOND 6f great beauty and luflre, 
A\_ obferving not only many other gems of a 
lower clafs ranged together with him in the fame 
cabinet, but a Loadllone likewifc placed not far 
from him, began to queftion the latter how he 
came there; and what prctenfions he had to be 
ranked among the precious ftoncs : he, who ap- 
peared to be no better than a mere flint : a forry, 
coarfe, rufty-looking pebble ^ without any the 
Icaft {hining quality to advance him to fuch an 
honour; and concluded with defiring him to keep 
his diftance, and pay a proper rcfpeifl to his fu- 
periors. I find, fald the Loadftone, you judge by 
externa! appearances; and it is your intereft, that 
Others (hould form their judgment by the fame 
rule. I muft own [ have nothing to boaft of in 
that refpedli but I may venture tg fay, that I 
I 4 make 
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make amchdsfor my otitward defe£ls, by my in- 
ward qualities. The great improvement, of na- 
vigation in thefe latter ages is intirely owing to 
nje. It is owing tome", that the diftant parts of 
the world are known and acceffible to each other ; 
that the remoteft nations are conne£led together, 
and all in a manner united into one common fo- 
ciety ; that by a mutual intercourfe they relieve 
bAe another's wants, and all enjoy the feveral blef- 
fings peculiar to each. Great Britain is indebted 
to me for her wealth, her fplendor, and her power; 
and the arts and fciences are in a great meafure 
obliged to me for their late improvements, and 
their continual increafe. I am willing to allow 
you your due praife in its full extent ; you are a 
very pretty bawble 5 I am mightily delighted to 
fee you glitter and fparkle j I look upon you with 
pleafure and furprife : but I muft be convinced 
that you are of fome fort of ufe, before I acknow- 
ledge that you have any real merit, or treat you 
-with that refpe£t which you feem to demand. 



FABLE XIX. 
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FABLE - XIX. 

The Boy and the Neltk. 

A LITTLE Boy playing inthe fields, chanc- 
ed to be ftung by a Nettle, and came crying 
to his father ; he told him, he had been hurt by that 
nafty weed feveral times before ; that he was al- 
ways afraid of it ; and that now he did but juft 
-touch itj as lightly as poffible, when he was fo 
, feverely (lung. Child, fays he, your tpuchinfi; it 
fo gently and timorou^y is the very reafe)i of its 
hurting you. A Nettle may be handled fafely, if 
you do it with courage and rcfolution ; if you feize 
it boldly, and gripe it fdft, be alTurcd it will never 
fting you : and you will meet with many forts of 
perfons, as well as things in the world, which 
ought Co be treated in the very fame manner. 



Is 
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FABLE XX.; 
Tiie Msnftir in lie Suit. 

AN Aftronomer was obfervingthe Sutv thro' a 
telefcope, in order to take an exatEt draught 
i)f the feveral fpots which appear upon the face of 
it. While he was intent upon his obfervations, 
he was on a fiidden furprifed with a new and afto- 
rifliing appearance ; a large portion of the Airface 
of the Siui was at once covered by a Monfter of 
enormous fize, aad horrible form ; it had an- im- 
mcnfe pair of wings, a great number of legs, and 
a long and vaft probofcis j and that it was alive^ 
was very apparent, from its quick and violent 
motions, which the obferver could from time to 
time plainly perceive. Being fure of the fail (for 
Jiow could he be miftaken in what he dw (o clear- 
ly?) our Phil ofopher began to draw many fur- 
prifing conclufions from premifes fo well efta- 
bliflied. He calculated the magnitude of this ex- 
traordinary 
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traordinarjanlmal, and found that he covered ateut 
two fquare degrees of the San's furface 5 that placed 
upon the earth he would fpreaxi over half one hc- 
mifphcre of it ; and that he was ievcn or eigSt 
times as big as the Moo a. But what was moft afto- 
nifhing, was the prodigious heat that he muft en- 
dure : it was plain that he was fomething of the 
nature of the Salamander, but of a far more fiery 
temperameitt ;. for it was demonftrable from the 
cleareft principles, that in his prefent fituation he 
muft have acquired a degree of heat two thoufand 
times exceeding that of red-hot \iron. It was a 
problem worth confidering, whether he fubfifted 
upon the grofs vapours of the Sun, and fo frotA 
time to time cleared away thofe fpots which they 
are perpetually forming, and which would other- 
wife wholly obfcure and incruftate its face j or 
whether it might not feed on the folid fubftance of 
the orb itfelf, which, by this means, together with 
the conftant expence of light, muft foon be ex- 
haufted and con fumed ; or whether he was not now 
and then fupplied by the falling of fome excentric 
Comet into the Sun. However this might be, ,he 
found by computation that the earth would be but 
ihort allowance for him for a few months : and far- 
ther, it was no improbable conjefture, that as the 
earth was deftined to be deftroyed by fire, this fiery 
flying Monfter would remove hither at the appoint- 
ed time, and might much more eafily and conve- 
niently effeA a conflagration, than any Comet hi- 
therto provided for that fervice. In the earneft 
purfuit of thefe, and many the like deep and curi- 
ous fpeculations, the Aftronomer was engaged, 
and was preparing to communicate them to the 
public, in the mean time, the difcovery began to 
be much talked of ; and all the v/r/«^ gathered to- 
gether to fee foftrange a fight. They were equally 

I convinced 
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convinced of the accuracy of the obferration, and 
of the conclufions fo clearly deduced from it. At 
laft, one, more cautious than the reft, was refolved, 
before he gave a full afTent to the report of his fen- 
fes, to examine the whole procefs of the affair, and 
all the parts of the inftrument ; he opened the tc- 
lefcope, and behold ! a fmall Fly was inclofed in it, 
which having fettled on the center of the obje£fc- 
glafs, had given occaiion to all this marvellous 
Theory. 

How often do men, through prejudice and paf- 
iion, through envy and malice, fix upon the bright- 
eft and moft exalted chara£^er the groflfeft and moft 
improbable imputations ? It behoves us upon fuch 
occafions to be upon our guard, and to fufpend our 
judgments ; the fault perhaps is not in the 9bj€£i^ 
but in the mind of the obferver. 



FABLE XXL 
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FABLE XXr. 

The difimuntid Bet. 

A BEE complained to Jupiter of the numerous 
evils to which her condition was cxpofed. 
Her body, Ihe faid, was wealc and feeble, yet was 
Ihe condemned to get her living by perpetual toil ; 
fhe was benumbed by the cold of winter, and re- 
laxed by the heat of fummer. Her haunts were 
infefted with poifonous weeds, and her flights ob- 
ftrufled. by Jlorms and tempers. In fliort, what ' 
with dangers from without, and difeafes from with- 
in, her life was rendered one continual fcene of 
anxiety and wretchednefs. Behold now, faid Ju- 
piter, the frowardnefs and folly of this unthankful 
race ! The flowers of the field I have fpread before 
them as a feafl, ^nd have endeavoured to regale 
them with anendlefs variety. They now revelon 
odoriferous beds of thyme and lavender, and now 
sa the ftill more fragrant bulcs of violets and 
roffs. 
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rofes. The buiinefs they complain of is the ex- 
trad ion of honey ; and, to alleviate their toiT^ I 
have allowed them wings, which readily tranfport 
them from one banquet to another. Storms, tem-* 
pefts, and noxious weeds, I have given thj^m faga* 
city to fhun ; and if they axe mifled, 'tis throagh 
the perverfenefs of their inclinatiofis. But thu^ it 
is with Bees, and thus with Men : they mifcon- 
firue the benevolence of my dedgns^^and then coin- 
plain that my decrees are rigid : they ungratefully 
overlook all the advantages, and mragnify all the 
inconveniencies of their ftations. -But let my 
creatures purfue their happinefs through the paths 
marked out by nature ; and they will then feel no 
pains which they have not pleafufes tocomj^nfate. 



FABLE XXIU 
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-FABLE XXU, 
Tht Snipe Shatter. 

AS a Sportrman ranged the fields with his gun* 
attended by an experienced old Spaniel, he 
happened to fpring a Snipe, and almoll at the fame 
inliant a covey of Partridges. Surprifcd at the ac- 
cident, and divided in his aim* be let fly too inde- 
terminately, and by this means milled them bath. 
Ah, my good maftec, faid the Spaniel, you Ihould 
never have two aims at once. Had you not been, 
dazzled and feduced by the luxurious hope of Par- 
trtdge^ joa. would molt probably have lecured jpuc 
Snipe. 



FABLE XXin. 
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FABLE XXIII. 
5^' S'ii'"' ""'i ^" Dog. 

A BEGGAR and his Dog fate at the grfeof a 
noble Courtier, and were preparing to make 
a meal on a bawl of fragments from the Kitchen- 
maid. A poor Dependant of his Lgrdfljip's, who 
bad been fharing the Angular favour of a dinner at 
the fteward's table, was ftruck with the appear- 
ance, and flopped. a little to obferve them. The 
Beggar, hungry and voracious as any Courtier in 
Chriftendom, feized with greedinefs the choiceft 
morfels, and fwallowed them himfdf ; the refidue 
was divided into portions for his (;hililren. A 
fcrag was thruft into one pocket for honelt Jack, a 
crull into another for baflifuJ Tom, and a lun- 
cheon of cheefe was wrapt up with care for the 
little favourite of his hopeful family. In fliort, if 
any thing was thrown to the Dog, it was a bone 
fo dofely picked, that it fcarce afforded a pittance 
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io keep life and foul together. How exai£tlyalike, 
faid the Dependant, is this poor Dog's cafe and 
mine ! He is watching for a dinner from a mafter 
who cannot fpare it ; I for a place from a needy 
Lord, whofe wants perhaps are greater than my 
own : and whofe relations more clamorous than 
any of this Beggar's brats. Shrewdly was it faid 
by an ingenious writer, « Ceurtier's Dependant is a 
Beggar's Dog. 



FABLE XXIV. 

Tht Sun tntd the Fapour, ; 

IN the evening of a fumtner's day, the Sun, as 
he defcended behind theweftern hill, beheld a 
thick and unwholefome Vapour extending itfelf 
over the whole face of the vallies. Every fhriib 
and every |]ower immediately folJed up its leaves, 
and flirunk from the touch of this detefted ^jnemy. 
Well haft thou chofen, faid the God of day, this 
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the hour of my departure, to fpread thy peftilenib 
influence, and taint the beauties of the creation 
Enjoy for a fliort fpace the notable triumphs o, 
thy malignity. I fliall return again with th^ 
morning, repair thy mifchiefs, and put an end i' 
thy exiftcnte. May the Slanderer in thy fate dil 
cern his own, and be warned'co dread the returi 
of Tr«th. 



. FABLE XXV. 
Love and Folly. 

IN the moft early ftatc of things, and among th.- 
eldeft of beings, exifted that God, as the poet 
entitle him, or rather that Damon, as Plati 
calls him, whofe name is Love. He was affift - 
ing to the Father of the Gods, in reducing chao= 
into order, in cftabliftiing the harmony of th<. 
univerfe, and in regulating and putting in exe- 
cution the laws, by which the operations of na- 
ture arc performed, and the frame of the worl.i 
fubfifls . 
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fubfifts. Univerfal good feemed to be his only 
ftudy, and he was the fupreme delight both of 
Gods and men. But in procefs of time, among 
other diforders that arofe in the univerfe, it ap- 
peared that Love began to deviate very often from 
^ivhat had feemed till now to be his chief purfuit : 
he would raife frequent difturbances and confufioa 
in the courfe of nature j though it was always 
under the pretence of maintaining order and agree- 
ment. It feems he had entered into a very inti* 
mate acquaintance with a perfon who had but 
lately made her appe^ance in the world. This 
perfon was Folly, the daughter o( Pride and Ig- 
norance. They were often together, and as often 
as they vfextj fome mifchief was fure to be the 
confequence. By degrees he introduced her intathe 
heavens 5 where it was their great joy by various ar- 
tifices to lead the Gods into fuch meafures as ui« 
volved them in many inconveniences, and ex- 
pofed them to much ridicule. They deluded 
them all in their turns, except Minerva, the only 
divinity that efcaped their wiles. Even Jupiter 
himfelf was induced by them to takf fome fleps 
not at all fuitable to the dignity of his character. 
Folly had gotten the entire afceadant over her 
companion ; however, £he was refolved to make 
ftill more fure of him, and engrofs him wholly to 
herfelf : with this defign ihe infufed a certain in- 
toxicating juice into his ne£lar, the efFefts of which 
were fo powerful, that in the end it utterly de- 
prived him of his fight. Love was too much pre- 
judiced in her favour, to apprehend her to be the 
caufe of his misfortune ; nor indeed did he fcem 
to be in th^ lead fenfible of his condition. But 
his mother Venus foon found it out : and in the 
excefs.of her grief and rage carried her com- 
plaint, to Jupiter, conjuring him to puni(h the 

Sorcerefs 
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Sorccrefs who had blinded her fon. Jupiter, wi' 
ing to clear (he heaTcns of fuch troublefome cor - 
paiiy, called both parlies before him, and iiiquir ' 
into their conduit. After a full hearing, hei- 
termined, that Folly fhould make fome fort of r ■ 
paration for llie injury done to Love: andj^!,;! ; 
refoiwed tc^piinidi both for the many irreguj|,rii. s 
which they had lately introduced,, he con<j!; nn .1 
Love towaiidcr about the earth, and ordena Fi - 
ly to be his guide. 



FABLE XXVL 
Tie Eelipfe. 

ONE day when the Moon was under 
Eclipfe, the compJained thus to the Sun 
the difconciouance of his favours. My dear 
friend, faid Ihe, why do you not {bine upon ine . 
you ufed to do ? Do I not Ihine upon thee ? f: ; 
the Sun j I am very fure that I intend it. Or i 
repl I , 
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replies the Moon, but I noiy perceive the reafon. 
I fee that ditty planet, the Earth, is get between 
us. ' 

The good influences of the great would pcr- 
fciips le more ditFufive, were it iioc for their mif- 
chiev is dependants, who are Co frequently fuf- 
fered ^j iiiterpofe. 



FABLE XXVn. 
Ti>e Bey and tht Butierfif, 

A BOY, greatly fmJtten with the colours of a 
Butterfly, purfued it froin flower to flower 
with indefatigable pains. Firft he aim^d to fur- 
prife it among the leaves of a rofe ; then to cover 
it with his hat, as it was feeding on adaify; n»w 
hoped to fecure it, as it reiled on a fprigof myrtlcj 
and pow grew fure of his prize, perceiving it 

i loiter on a bed of vioIet3. JiSut the fickle i-'ly, 
tfx>ntinijally changing one bloHoni for another, Aill 
eladed 
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eluded his attempts. At lengthj ohferving it h; 
buried in the cup of a tulip, he ruOied forwar . 
and fnatching it with violence, cruQied it all 
pieces. The dying infe£t, feeing the poor Bi' 
fomewhat chagrined at his difappointment, !■: 
dreficd him with all the calmnefs of a ftoic, in V 
following manner :— Behold now the end of tV ■ 
unprofitable folicitude ! and learn, for the bene 
of thy future life, that all pleafure is but a paint 
Butterfly; which, although it may fervetoamL. 
thee in the purfuit, if embraced with too much a 
dour, will perifli in thy grafp. 



P A B L E XXVm. 5; 

Tht 7'oad and the Efhemerottt \ 

^ A S fome workmen were digging marble in * 
X^. mountain of Scythia, theydifcernedaTcw 
df an enormous fize in the midfi of a folid rock. 
They were very much furprlfed at fo uncomm^'i 
an appearance, and die more they confidercd t -; 
ciicuroftanc > 
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clrcumftances of it, the more their wonder in- 
creafed. It was hard to conceire by what means 
this creature had preferved life and received nou- 
rifliment in fo narrow a prifon ; and ftill more 
difHcuIt to account for his birth and exiftence in 
a place fo totally inaccei&ble to all of his fpecies. 
They could conclude no other, than that he was 
formed together with the rock in which he had 
been bred, and was coeval with the mk>uiitajn it*-' 
felf. While they were purfuing thefe fpecula- 
tiotis, the Toad fat fwelling and bloating, till he 
was ready to burft with pride and felf-importance ; 
to which at laft he thus gave vent : — Yes, fays he, 
you behold in me a fpecimen of the Antediluvian 
race of animals. I was begotten before the flood ; 
and who ifr there among the prefent lipftart race of 
mortals, that fhall dare to contend with me in no- 
bility of birth, or dignity of chara(^er ? An Ephe- 
meron, fprung that morning from the river Hypa- 
nii>, as he was flying about from place to place, 
-chanced to be prefent, and obferved all that paiTed 
with great attention and curioflty. Vain boafler, 
fays he, what foundation haft thou for pride, either 
in thy defcent, merely becaufe it is ancient, or thy 
li.'e, becaufe it hath been long ? What good quali- 
ties haft thou received from thy anceftors ? Infig- 
nificant even to thyfelf, as well as ufelefs to others, 
thou art almoft as infenfible as the block in which 
thou waft bred. Even I, that had my birth only 
fr>m the fcum of the neighbouring river, at the 
riling of this day's Sun, and who ihall die at its fet- 
ting, have more reafon to applaud my condition, 
than thou haft to be proud of thine* 1 haveenjoy^ 
«d the warmth of the Sun, the light of the D^y, 
and the purity of the Air : I have flown from flream 
to ftream, fir^m trc& to tree^ and from, the plain to 

tho 
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the mountain : I have provided for poflerity, and 
fliail leave behind me a numerous offspring to peo- 
ple the next age of to-morrow : in iborc, I hzve 
fulfilled all the ends of my being, and I have ' 
been happy. My whole life, 'tis true, is butol > 
twelve hour&: but even one hour of it is to be pre- 
ferred to a thoafand years of mere exiftence; 
which have been fpepC^ lilo: thine, in iloth, ignor 
zance, and ftupidity. 



FABLE XXIX. 
The Peacoci. 

THE Peacock, who at firft was diftinguiflici 
only by a creft of feathers, preferred a, pe- 
tition to Juno that hemight behoiioureii alfowill^ 
strain. As the bird was a particular favourite, 
Juno readily enough alTcnted ; and his train wa» 
ordered OO furpafs that of every fowl in tbt 
citation. The Minion, confcious of his fupcrh 
appearance, 
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appearance, thought it requifite to alTume a pro- 
portionable dignity of gait and manners. The 
common Poultry of the farm-yard were quite 
ationifhed at his magnificence j and even the Phea- 
fantsthemfclves beheld him with an eye of envy,— 
But when he attempted to ^y, he perceived him- 
Telf to have facrificed all his ait'ivity to efttntation ; 
and that he was encumbered by the pomp in which 
he placed his glory. 



FABLE XXX. 
TU Fly in St. PauFs Cupola. 

A S a Fly was crawling leifurely up one of the 
Jt\, columns of St. Paul's Cupola, flie often 
flopped, furveyed, examined, and at lall broke 
forth Hito the following exclamation : Strange J 
that any one who pretended to be an artift, Ihouid 
.ever leave fo fuperb a ftrui5lure, with fo many 
roughncfies unpolilhed ' Ah, my friend, h/A a 
K -'very 
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Very Itarntd arch'iUHy who hung iii his wtb under 
one of the capitals, you fhould never decide of 
things beyond the extent of your capacity. This 
lofty building was not erei2ed for fuch diminutive 
animals as you or I ; but for a cettaiii furt of crea- 
tures, who are at leaft ten thoufand times as large : 
(o their eyes, it is very polTible, thefe columns raay 
^:tn as foiooth, as to you appear tlie wings of your 
favourite Miftrcfs. 



FABLE XXXI. 
The Elm'tree and the Vine. 

AN extravagant young Vine, vainly ambitious 
of independency, and fond of rambling ac 
large, defpifcd the alliance of a ftatcjy Elm thr,r 
grew ncsr, and courted her embraces. Having 
rifen to feme .fmall height without any kind t ■. 
fuppoK. file fliot forth her flimfy branches to -a 
very uncommon and fupcrfluous length, callir 
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W) her neighbour ta take notice how little ihs 
wanted his afliftancc. Poor Infatuated Shrub, re> 
plied the £Im, how incanfiAent is thycondufl ! 
vVouldft thou be /r«/^ indywndent, thou flioulijft 
carefully apply thofe juices to the cfllargemert of 
thy ftem, -w-hich (hou iavifbcft in vaia upon iin- 
ncceffary fialiagc} I fiwrtly ihall behold thee gro- 
veling on the ground ; yet, countenanced, indeud, 
>y many of the human race, who, intoxicated wit 1 
vanity, kavedefpifed ceconomy j and who, to Tup* 
j>ort for a moment their empty boaft of indt;pfcfi> 
denc'e, have exhauAed (he very fouFce of it in fri- 
volous expescett 



FABLE XXXII. 
7%e Lauruflinut end the Reft-lree. 

IN the Quarters of a flirubbcry, whcfe deci- 
duous plants and ever-greens were intermingled 
with an air of negligence, it happened that a Kofe 
K 2 grew 
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f;revi^ not far from a Lauraftinus. iThe Rofe, en* 
ivened by the breath of Junty and attired in all 
jts gorgeous bloflbms, looked with much con- 
tempt oa the Lattruftiniis^ who had nothing to 
dift»hiy but the dufky verdure of its leaves* What 
a wretched neighbour, cried (he, is this f and 
how unworthy to partake the honour of my com- 
pany ! fietter to bloom and die in the defert, than 
to alTociate myfelf here with fuch low and dirty 
vegetables. And is this ttij lot at laft, whom 
every natibn has agreed to honour, and every 
Poet confpired to reverence, as the undoubted fo- 
vereign of the field and garden? If I really am 
fo, let my fubjedls at leaft kgep their diftance, and 
let a circle remain vacant round me, fuitable to 
the ftate my rank requires* Here, Gardener, 
brihg thy hatchet ; prithee cut down this Lau- 
ruitinus ; or at leaft remove it to its proper fphere. 
Be pacified, my > lovely Rofe, replied the Gar- 
dener, enjoy thy Jovereigniy with moderation, and 
thoa fhalt receive all the homage which thy beauty 
cart require. But remember that in winter, when 
neither thou nor any of thy tribe produce one flower 
or leaef to cheer me, this faithful Shrub, which thou 
defpifeft, will become the glory of my garden. 
Prudence therefore, as well as gratitude, \% con- 
cerned, ih the protection of a friend^ th^t will 
flicw his FritndfiHp in advffftty* 



FABLE XXXIII. 



!, 
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FABLE XXXIII. 

Tit Senftive Plant and- tbt PaUa-trtf' 

^l^HE S«nfitive Plant being broughc out of the" 
X greCO-hoilfe on 9 fine fumiiier'e da^, and 
^ac?d in-a beautiful grove ^dgrned witb the finefb 
forefl t^ee^i and the moft curi^ys plants began to 
give himfelf gFcat airs, and to treat alj that lYcr? 
3bo^t him with much petula]]ce and difdain,— 
Lord 1 fays he* how could the Qardcjicr think of 
fetcing tne among a parcel of trees ; grofs, in- 
animate things, mere vegetables, and perfeA 
ftocks [ Sure he does not take mi for a common 
plant, when he knows, that I have the fenfe of 
feeling in a more exquifite degree than he has 
bimfelf: it really fhocks me to fee into what 
wretched low company he has introduced me : 'tis 
more than the delicacy of my conftitution, and 
the extreme tendernefs of my nerves, can bear. 
Pray^ Mrs. Acacia, ftand a little farther off, and 
Kl. 3 don't 
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cU n't preftinle c[uite ft much upon yowr idip pft-^ 
tence of being my coufin. Good Mr. Citnon, 
keep ydar diftance, I. befeech you ; your llrong; 
foe nt quite ovjerpowers me. Friend Faliji-tree,* 
your cxnenfiupe .&ade i* really more, than I am able- 
to ftipport. THc lofty Palm-tree, as he W96 fhpot- 
ihg'up Ws head' with the nw^re vigour under the- 
weight thaf 1#s hung upon it, condefcended to re- 
buke^ , the impertinent creature in the folliyw.ing 
manne'p: Thou vegetable^ fribble P karn to khow 
thyfe]f^,aiid tJiy/own wortWeffnefs and infignifi- 
eance. Thou yalueft thj^felf on a vicious foftnefs^, 
a falffc tielicacy; the very-defeft and imbeoiUity of 
thy natiife* What art theu good for,, that (hr ink- 
eft at a tM<^b» and droopeft at a. breath of air ;« 
feeble and barren, a perpetual torment to thyfelf^ 
and wholly 'ufel^fs ta others <?• Whereas we, whom 
thou treateft with fuch difdain, make a gratefulJ 
rtturn to man for his care of us : fome of us yield* 
him fruit, others are fecviceable to him by their' 
fltength.and iirmncis ; we ihade him from the heat 
of the Sun,, and we defend hini from the violence 
of the winds ; 1 am particularly diftinguifbed foi 
my hardinefs and perfeverance, my fteadinefs and 
conftancy :. and oxx account of thofe very qualities- 
.which thou wantefl-, and afFefteft to defpife, have 
the honour to be made the emblem of canqueft^ 
and the reward of the conqiieror* 



FABLE irXXIW 
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FABLE XXXIV. 
Tbt' Ttntyritis and the Ichneumon. , 

A CROCODILE of prodigious fixe, and un- 
common fierccnefs, infefted the banks of the 
Kile, and ipread defolation through all the neigh- 
bouring country. He feized the Shepherd, toge- 
ther with the Sheep, and devoured the Herdfman 
as welt as the Cattle. Emboldened by fuccefs^ 
and the terror which prevailed wherever he appear- 
ed, he ventured to carry his incurfions even into 
the illand of Tentyra, and to brave th^ people, 
who hoaft themfelves the only tamers of bis race. 
The Tentyrites themfelves were ftruclc with hor- 
ror at the appearance of a monder fo much more 
terrible than they had ever fccn before : even the 
boldell of them dared not to attack him openly ; 
and the moft experienced long endeavoured with 
all theirarcandaddrefstorurprifehim,buC in vain. 
As they were confulting together, what they Should 
K 4 d« 
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do In thefe circumftances, an Ichneumon fte{. j>ed 
forthy and^thus addrefled them :«-I perceive your 
difirefe, neighbours ; and though I cannot affifl 
you ih tHe prefent difitculty, .yet gnre me Ieav6 to 
offer you fome advice that may be of ufe to you for 
the future. A little prudence is worth all youi 
courage : it ft^iay be glorious to overcome a gfcar 
evil, but the wifeft way is to prevent it. Yor. 
defpife the Crocodile while be is fmall and 
and do not fuSciently confider^ that a» Ilk if 
long-lived animal, fo *tis hii pec^Uar piropWty u 
grow as long as he lively' V OQ fee I am a poor. 
little, feeble creature j yet aiti I much more tcr» 
rible to the Crocodile^, and itiore ufeful to tht 
coun^y^ than you are. I attaick hi^ in the egg ^ 
and while you are contriving for mcmths together^ 
how to get«the better of one Crocodile, and all to 
no purpofe, I eifedxially d^ftroy iiftjc of them . :; 
a day*. 
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i ■ FABLE XXXV. 

7T>t Tulip and the Rsfi. ■ . 

A TULIP and a Rofe happened to be near 
neighbours in the faint; garden; They were 
both indeed extremely beautiful j yet the Rofe en- 
paged confiderably more than an equal -fliare of the 
Gardener's attention. > Enamoured, as in truth- : 
he was, of the delicious odour it diffufed, he ap- 
peared, in the eye of the Tulip, to be always 
kilTing and careffing it.- The envy, and jealoujy, 
of rival-beauties are not eafily to be concealed. 
Thc'Tulip, vain of its external jharms, and un- 
able to bear the thought of being forfaken for ano- 
ther, reflionflraced in thefc words againrt the Gar- 

. dencr's partiality. Why are my beauties thus neg- 
lefled i Are not my colours more bright, more 
various, and more inviting, than i;ny which that 
red-faced Thing has to difplay f Why then is flic 

-to epgrofs your whole afFeflioo, and thus for ever 
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to be preferred, — Be not diflatisfibd, my fair Tu-- 
Jip,. iaid the Gardraor;, I acknowledge thy beau-- 
tktf and admire them as they deferve. Sat tfitrc 
,are found in my favourite Rofe fuch attraflive- 
•doiirs, fu^h iAtcrn^lcIuirni;, that X enjoy a ban- 
quet iirtheir ffaf;ran<ie,, which nqi»wr* beauty can • 
pretend tofuiniin.. . 



F A Bli E XXXV-I.. 
Tfit TVeodceci and the Malhrdt 

A WOODCOCK anrf a Mallard were- 
feeding together in fomc marfliy ground ae 
fhe till of 3 null-pond. Lard, fays the iqueamifb 
Woodcock, in what a voracious and beaftly man- 
ner do you devour aiil that comes before you t 
Neither Snail, Frog, Toad", nor any kind of filthy 
can efcape the fury of your enormous appetite. 
All alike goes down^ without mcafiite and with- 
out 
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6tit diftin£lion — What aa odious vice is Glut^ 
tony. 

Good-lack ? replied the^Mallard, pray how came 
you to be my accufer ? And whence his y6ur €xtef- 
live delicacy H right to cenfure my plain eating ? Is 
it a crime to fatisfy one's hunger ? Or is it not in- 
deed a virtue rather^ to be'pleafed with the fopd 
which nature ofFers us ? Surely I would fooner be 
charged with gluttony, than with that finical and 
iickly appetite, on which you are pi eafed to ground 
your fuperiority of /<j/?^— What a filly li^^^ is 
DalntiHifs* ' .' 

Thus endeavouring fo palfiate their refpe6Kvbpaf- 
fions, oUr Epicures parted with a mtitual contempts 
The Mallard hailing to devour feme garbage, 
which was in reality a ^^//,. immediately gorged a 
hook thro'' mere greedincfs,^ and overfight: while 
the Woodcock, flymg tfj^imigh a glade, in order to 
feek his favourite juices, was entangled in a net, 
fpread acrofs it for that purpojfe ; falling each of 
tbem^a Aicrkfice to their difftrtnty but $%tMly foiWeSr 
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FABLE XXXVIL 
'lit fw» Trouu and the Gudgan. 

A FISHER-MAN, in themontlvof May.ftoo* 
aagliiig on the banks of the Thames with are 
artificial fly. He threw his Kait with fo much art, 
that a young Trout was nifhing tcnvards it, when 
flic was prevented By her mother, Ncverj faid Ihe, 
my chiM, be too pwcipitate, where there is a polji^ 
bility of danger. Take due time to confidcr, be- 
fore you rift an aflionth-itma^ be fatal. How know 
you whether yon appearance be indeed a fly, or thr 
Chare of an enemy ? Let feme cMie elfe malte-the ex- 
periment hefoTfyoa. If it be a Sy, he very probably 
will elude the hrfl attack : and the fecond may be 
made, if not with fuccefs, at leaft with fafety.— 
She had no fboner uttered this caution, than a 
Gudgeon feized upon the pretended fly, and be- 
came an example to the giddy daughter, of tbe 
great importaitcc of ber mother's counfel. 

7 TABLE XXXVin. 
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FABLE ;XXXVin. 
1^ Sters tmd tbt Sky-Rotktt. 

AS a Rocket, on a rejoicing night, afceniJed 
through the air, and obferved the Aream of 
light that diflinguiflied his palTage, he could not 
forbear exulting in his elevation, and calling upon 
the Stars to do him reverence. Behold, -faid he, 
what gazing muJtitudss admirethe luftre of rtiy 
train, whilft a!l your feeble fparks of light pafs 
unobfcrved, or difregarded I The Stars heard his 
empty boaft with a iilent indignation : The Dog- 
Star only vouchfafcd to anfwer him. How weak 
are they, faid he, who value themfelves on the 
voice of popular applaufe ! 'Tis true, the novelty 
of thy appearance may procure to thee more ad • 
miration from vulgar minds than our daily fplen- 
dors can aitrai^, although indeed a lafling mira- 
cle. But do not eftimatc thy importance by the 
capricious fancy of ill-judging moiutt. Know 
thyfeif 
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thyfrlf to be bnt the gxndf p^eant of a few m 
uents, the tranfient gaze of s giddy and ignon 
multitude. Even while I fpeak^ thy blaxe is h. 
cxtingui&ed, and thou ait at this infhint link: 
into peipetaal obHvion. Whereas our fires wt 
lighted up by Heaven for the admtratioa and i 
vantage of toe unirerfe ; and oinr glory fiiaJI" c 
4ure tor ever. 



F A B I, E XXXIX. 
Tit Farmfr and ih tkrit Mnemitt. 

' A ^OLF, a Fox, and' a Hare, happened oti. 
X\. evening to be foraging in different parts or 
a Farmer's yard. Their iirft effort was prett/ 
fucceftfulf and they returned in fafety to their 
feveral quarters : however,- not To happy as to b;: 
unperceived by the Farmer's watchful eyej- who 
placing fevcral kinds of fnares, made each hii 
prifoncT in the next atttmpl. He iirfl took the 
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Uarc to taflCy who confeiied fhe had eaten a fevir 
turnip-topfi^ metclf to fatisfy her bihrger: hc- 
foaght him piteovtfly to Ipare Wer iiie^ and promifed 
never to emer hes groftnds ag^m. He £henac€o(lecl 
the FoJTv who in a fawning obfequiotw t<nie, pro** 
tefted chat he came into his pj-emi&s through na 
other Riotrve than purcs) good-will^ to reftain the 
Hare$, and other vermin, from the plunder of , his* 
corn ; and that, whatever evil tongues might fey, 
he had too great, a regard both for him and for juf- 
tice to be in the leaft capable of amr diihoneftM- 
tion. He laft of all examined the Wolf what jbu-^ 
finefs brottslvt him within the purlieus of a Par-r 
mer's yard? The Wolf very impudently declared. 
It was with a view of dturoying his Lambs, to 
which he had' an undoubted right : that the* Far- 
mer himfelf >ira$ the only felofi, who robbed the 
community of Wolves of what wa« meant to be* 
^ their proper food. That thFs, at leaft, was his^ 
opinion j znA whatever fate attended him^ he 
fhould not fcrirple to rifq.ue his life in the puffait 
of his lawful prey» 

The Farmer having heard their pleas, dctermia- 
ed the oaufe in the following, manner : The Hare, 
faid he, deferves compaiHon, for the penitence ihe 
fhews, and the humbk confeffion {he has made :-p-* 
As for the Fox and Wolf, let them be hzn^cd to^g^ 
ther\ criminals ali-ke with refpeft to the faft, they 
have alike heightened their equal guilt by the ag-- 
gravatioas of hypocrify and of impudence* 
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FABLE XL. 

7%t Snail and the Stetue. 

ASTATUE of the Mtikean Venus y>f 
ere^ed in a grove facred to beauty and t<t 
fine arts. Its modeft attitude, its elegant propo:- 
tions, ilBfted by the fituacion in which it w.' 
placed, attracted the regard of every delicate o- 
fervcr. — A Snail, who had iixed himfelf benea.' 
the moulding of the pedellal, beheld with an et 
eye the admiration It excited. Aocordingly, watc- 
-ing his opportunity, he drove, by trailing hi^6ltl' 
'flimeover every limb and feat ure^to obliterate the 
beauties which he could not endure to bear fo mm 
applauded. An honeft Linnet, however, who o^ 
ferved him at his dirty work, took the freedom to a 
fitrefaim, that he would infallibly lofehis labour 
for, although, faid he, to an injudicious eye, the... 
may'ft fully the perfedlions of this finijhed piec 
yet a more accurate and clofe infpeflor will difco 
ver its beauty, through all the blemiflics wi; . 
which thou haA endeavoured to difguife it. 

FABLE XLL 
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FABLE XLI. 
tht fFatir-falL 

FltOM ^tiead of a fuurov Tsllcy (hat it 
wholly <n«rili«^ by the growth oftwM, a 
large Caftfide ^rfts forth with a luxuriance un- 
KxpQ&d. Firft the current rallies down a preci- 
pice with headlong impctuofity ; then dafhed from 
rock to rock, and divided as it rolls along by frag- 
ments of flonc or trunks of trees, it afllimes a milk- 
white appearanoe, and fparkles thro' the gloom. 
All is intricacy ; all is profufion : and the tide^ 
however ampre, appears ycA mtn confiderable by 
the fantaflic growdi of roots that hide the limits 
erf its channel. Thas bounding down from one 
defcent to another, It no fooner gains the level, 
than it links beneath the earth, and buries all ios 
glory at our feet, 
A [pc&»t9Ty priyy -to the fcanty fource which 
furniflied 
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furniOied out this^ grand appearance, ftood onedii 
in a muring pofturc, and began to moralize on it 
prodigality. Ah filly llream ! faid he, why wil 
thou hallen to exhauil thy fource, and thus wilfull; 
incur the contempt that waits on poverty ? Ar 
thou ignorant that thy funds are by no mean 
equal to this expence i Fear not, my kind advifff 
j-eplicd the generous Cafcade ; the gratitude I ow 
my mailer, who colleftcd my rills into a ftream, m 
duces mc to entertain his friends in the belt tnaa- 
ner I am able; when ahnt, I a£t witlimore cec» 
nomy. 
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The Oak and tht Sycaaure. 

'A SYCAMORE grew befidcanOafc; and 
X\. t>cing not a little elevated by the firft warn 
oays in fprtitg, began to Ihoot forth his leaves 
space, ana to defpife the naked Oak for infinfibUttj 
sod want »/ fpiriu The Oak, coafcious of bis 
fupeitor 
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fupcrior nature, made this philofophical reply. B« 
)iot, tny friend, fcr much delighted with' tl^ firft 
precarious addrels of every fickle zC(Ayr : confidcr, 
the froftS may yet return : and if thou coveteft art 
equal fliare n-ith me in all the glories of the rifing 
year," do not afford them an opportunity to nip thy 
beauties in their bud. As formyfelf, lonlywaittd 
fee this genial warmth a little confirmed ; and, 
whenever that is the rafe, I Qiall perhaps difpluya 
majefty that will not eafity be fhakcn. Bui the tree 
which appears too forward to exult in the firft fa- 
vourable glance of Tpring, will ever be the readieA 
to droop beneath the frowns of winter. 



FABLE XLin. 
7%e Wt^and iht Shephird't Deg. 

A WOLF ranging over the foreft, came within 
the borders of a Sheep-walk ; when meeting 
with a Shepherd's Dog, chat with a furly fort of a 
growI> 
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growl, demanded his bufinels there, he tho'M> 
proper to put on as innocent an appearance £ 
ctuld^ and protefted upon his haM$ur thzt he laka 
not the lead offence. I am afraid, faid theiDc. 
the pledge of youp h^uour is but a pooir depofite i. 
your hewjiy : you muft not take it amils, if Ipljc.'' 
to^the fecurity. No flur upon my reputatiot% i • 
plied the Wolf, I beg of you. My fenfeof h^bo 
is as delicate, as my great atcbievements are i 
nowned. I would not leave aftatn upon my mcmc 
for the world. The fame of what are commonly ca. 
cd grtat atcbtevements is very precious, to be fare, i • 
turned the Dog ; almofl equal to the charafier of . . 
excellent butcher, a gallant highwayman, crane 

E:rt aflaffin. While the Dog was yet fpeak^ing, : 
amb happened to ftray within reach of our her 
The temptation was ftronger than he was able * 
Kfift : be fprung upon his prey, and was fcourii 
haftily away with it. However, the Dog fcizt . 
and held him, till the arrival of the Shepherd, wl 
took meafu res for his execution. Juft as he v.* 
going to difpatch him,- I obferve, fays •the. Do^ 
that one of your noble atcbievements is the deftruc 
tsonof the innocent. You are melcoaie to ti:. 
renown, as you ere alfo to the reward of it« A 
fc^T me, I (hall prefer the credit of having Asfuji 
^Lfendid my mailer's property, tetany fame yo 
bave acqiiij^ by thus ^^9mUfjnva£fi it^ 
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FABLE XLIV, 

STre Mufirsem and the Mem* 

N Acorn iell from the top of an old venera- 

ble Oak, full on the head of a Mufbroom 

'that unhappily fpning up beneath it. Wounded 
by the blow, the Mufhroom complained of the 
incivility. Impertinent upfiart, rep] ied the Acorn, 
'why didH thou, with familiar boldncfs, approach 
io near to -Ay fuperiors ? Shall the wretched off- 
fpring of a dunghill prefume to raife its head on 
a fpot enmbUd by my anceftors for fo many gene- 
ratitms ? I do not mean, returned the Muuiroom, 



to difputc the honour of thy birth, or to put my 
own in competition with it ; on the contrary, I 
muft acknofwledge that I hardly know from tubaut 



I Atrung. But fure 't\& merit, and r 

cwry, that obtains the regard of thofc whofe ap- 
probation is truly valuable : I have littlt perhaps 
to boaft i but finely thou, who haft tbtis infulted 
me. 
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sue, canfthweiioprrtftneetobtfftft^Mjr. -Iplt 
the palates of mankind, and give a poignant I 
vour to thccr moll elegant ericertamment^ ;''^ 
thou, with all the pride of thy tulceOtyj uil- 
oaiy tg fatten Hogs. 

\ 
I 



FABLE . XLV. 

Wlfdom end Cunning. 

AS Wtfdem^ in the form of a beautiful young- 
lady, was travelling along the road, it hap- 
pened that ihe was benighted, and loft her way 
She had not however wandered far, when perceiv- 
ing a light glimmer from a window at fome dif- 
tance, £e endeavoured to diret^ her fteps towards 
the houfe where it appeared. This proved to be 
no other than the miierable abode of Stlfijhntfs; 
who beneath the femblance of achurlilh and clofe- 
fided Peafant, had long taken up his refldence in 
tliis loncfome habiution. She knocked at the 
door, 
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dppr, to enquire her ijiray* The J^out opened it 
'witb caution ; butvbeing iipmediately {Lruck with 
the juncomnion lu^re of fo fine a figure>,he found 
his appetite s^wake, ^mi became inrvgatient foi' the 
gratification of it. H^ifdom^ on the other hand, 
feeling an utter deteftation of him, would have 
willingly withdrawn, herfelf; but alas ! it was 
too. late. He took ad^ntage of her diftrefs, feized, 
and forced her to his bed. Nine montte after- 
wards fee was delivered of a fquint-cyed, fallow- 
faced imp, unto whom fee could never be induced 
to feew any marks of natural affedion. She 
would not even own him for her propei* offspring; 
and he was put into the hands of Dullncfs^ to be 
nuried and educated at her difcretion. As he ar* 
rived to yeats of maturity, he was known by the 
name of Cunning* Some faint refemblance which 
he bore of his mother^ procured him a degree of 
refpeA among perfons of fmall difcernment ; and 
he feewed fomewhat of her addrefs in^ regard to 
the means by which he gained his ends \ but he 
had fo much of the Father^ as never to extend his 
^ims to any truly noble or focial atchievement. 



FABLE XLVL 
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FABLE XLVL 
He Tsud-wd tbt Gold-fijb. 

AS a Gold-itih, newly brought from the warnt 
regions of the eaft, difplayed his beauties in 
the Sum a Toad, who had long ^ed him with no 
jmall degree of envy, broke out into this exclama- 
tion : How partial and how fantafiic is the favour 
of mankind ! regardlefs of every excellence that 
is obvious and familiar ; and only ftruck with 
what is imported from a diftant climate at a large 
cxpence ! What a pompous bafon is here con- 
flrufted, and what extreme fondnefs is here fliewn 
for this insignificant ftranger ! While a quadrupidt 
of my importance is negleSed, fliunned, and even 
peifecuted. Surely, were I to appear in China, I 
. fliould re'ceive the fame or perhaps greater honours 
than are laviflied here upon this tinfel favourite. 

The Gotd'hfh, confcious of his real beauty, 

suid fomewhat »ngty to be thus infulted by fo very 

anfightly 
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•on^ghtly an9 deformed a creature, toade this i:a« 
tional reply. It muft be confcfled, that the opi* 
nions of men are fometimes guided by the capnCe 
you mention. Yet as lor me and thcjreft of my 
tribe, it is well knomi that if we are aditeired in 
England, we are not lefs admired at homr: being 
there efteemed by the greateft mandarins, fed by 
flated officers, and lodged in bafons as fup.erb>as 
any your nation has to boaft. Perhaps then, nbt- 
withftanding your fage remark, there are fome yir« 
tues and fome qualities that pleafe and difguA: ^I- 
moft. univerfally ; and as innocence, joined to 
beauty, feldom fails to procure efteem, 10 majice^ 
-added to deformity^ will caufe as general a ditef- 
4ation« 



FABLE XLVII. 
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FABLE XLVII. 
Tie Hermil. 

A CERTAIN Hermit tiad fcooped his care 
rear the furnmit of a lofty mountain, from 
whence he had an opportunitv of furveying a large 
extent both of Tea and land. He fat one evening, 
contemplating with pleafnre on the various ob- 
jc£1;s that lay diffufed before him. The woods 
were drefled in the brighleft verdure; the thickets 
adorned with the gayefl bloffnms. The birds 
caroled beneath the branches ; the lambs fro- 
licked around the meads; the peafaut whiftled 
befide his team 1 and the fliips, driven by gentle 
gales, were returning fafely into their proper har- 
bours. In Ihort, the arrival of fpring had doubly 
enlivened the whole fcene before his eye ; and 
every objefl yielded » difplay cither of beauty oi 
•f happint/s. 

Or 
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On a fudden arofe a violent ftorm. The winds 
muftered all their fury, and whole fbreitp of oak 
lay fcattered on the groutid. Dark^n^is inilantly 
fudcedeed 5 hail-ftones and rain were poured forth 
in catara^s, and lightning and thunder added hor- 
ror to the gloom. 

And now the fea, piled up in mountains, bore 
aloft the largeft vefiels, while the horrid uproar of , 
its waves drowned the Ibrieics of the wtetthed 
mariners. When the whole tempeft had exhanfted 
its fury^ it was inftantly followed by the ibock of 
an earthquake; ^ 

The poor inhabitants of a neighbouring village 
flocked in crowds to our' Hermit's cave; reliai- 
oufly hoping, that bfs well-^known faw^ty would 
protect them m their difcefe. They were, how- 
ever, not a little furprifed at the profound tran- 
quillity that appeared in his countenance. ^^ My 
friends," faid he, *' be not difmayed. Terrible 
to me^ as well as to you^ would have been the war 
of elements we havejuft beheld; but that I have 
meditated with fo much attention on the various 
works of Providence, as to be perfuaded that his 
loodnefi is equal to his p$wer.** 
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J ABLE XLVIII. 

Tht Dovi. 

' A DOVE that had -a mate and young ones, 
_r|V happening to fpy her cage door'open, was 
■oViven by a fudden impulfe to fly out into an adja- 
cent grove. There, perched upon the bough of 
a fycamorc, the fat as it were wrapt in deep con- 
templation ; not recovering from her reverie, un- 
til the owner drew iiigh unfecn, and brought her 
back to her little family- 
Art thou not afliamed then, fays her mate, thus 
to defcrt tbyhelplefs offspring ? Art thou not bafe 
to abandon me, for the company of birds to whom 
.thou.art a flranger P Could I have harboured fuch a 
thought! I, who have been ever conflant to our 
*rft engagement, and muft have died of mere de- 
fpair, hadft thou not returned to my embraces f 
But how, alas ! returned .' Not, as it feems, by 
choice; but infnared by dint of aitiiice, and brought 
hither by conlUaiat. 

Have 
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Have p.atiencey replied the rambler, and hear 
^e plea of thy repentant mate. Witnefs all ye 
powers of wedlock, ye that know what paffes in^ 
th^ hearts of Doves, if ever, before this ulihappy 
moment, I felt a wiflx to part from thee ! Tne'^ 
jdoor, fo (eldom open, allowed but one moment 
;f or deliberation, and I happened to decide amifs.- 
When removed to yonder wood, the air of liberty 
^breathed fo fwcet, that, with horror I fpeak it, I 
felt a fiifpenfe about returning to the cage. Par- 
don, I pray thee, this. one crime, and be well-af- 
Yured I will never repeat it. And that thou may'fl: 
be the more induced to pardon me, knoW, ,that 
Ae love of liberty burns ever the ftroneeft in 'th« 
: tefdms that are moft open to conjug^ affeilioa* 
aiU-tkc lave of their young.- 



L 3 FABLE XLIX. 
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FABLE XLIX. 
The Nightingale and the Bullfnch. 

A NIGHTINGALE and a Bullfinch occupied 
two cages in the fame apartment. TheNigh- 
tingale perpctuaMy varied her fong, and every effort 
file made afforded frefli entertainment. The Bull- 
Jinch always whiilied the fame dull tune that he had 
learnt, till all the family grew weary of the difguft- 
ful repeiition. What is the reafon, faid the Bull- 
finch one day to his neighbour, that your fongs are 
always heard with peculiar attention, while mine, I 
obfsrve, are almoft as wholly difregarded f The 
reafon, replied the Nightingale, is obvious ; your 
audience are fufficiently acquainted with every 
note you have been taught, and they know your 
natural abilities too well to expeift any thing new 
(Vom th^t quarter. How then can you fuppofe 
tbey will lilien to a fongftcr, from whom nothing 
itStiue or arigiaal is tck be expei^ted f 

FABLE L. 
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FABLE L. 

Tht Fighting Ctcks and tht Turkey . 

TW O Cocks of the genuine game-breed 
met by chance upon the confines of their re- 
fpeflive walks. To fuch gnat and htrale fouls 
the fmalleft matter imaginable affords occafioit 
for difpute. They approach each other with pride 
and indignation ; they look defiance ; they crow a 
challenge ; and immediately commences a long 
and bloody battle. It was fought on both fides 
with fo much courage and dexterity; they gave 
and received fuch deep and defperate wounds ^ 
that they both lay down upon the turf utterly 
fpent, blinded, and disabled. While this wa» 
their fituatioti, a Turkey, that had bec|t.a fpec- 
tatoi of all that paiTed wtween them^ dsew near 



jti4 ohigiStal Cables; 

faytKerfieU prbati|e» and ret>roirdd them »^..|)iis 
jnanver: *^ How foolilh and abfurd baar¥Dtn 
your quarrel, my good neighbours ! A in6lrc ri«- 
^chIous one could fcarce have happened a#iOAg 
#he moft contentious of all creatures, Men/.I^^Be- 
caufe you have crowed perhaps in each oa]«r*s 
hc^ring^ or one of you» has picked up a grairi of 
com upon the territories of his rival, you have 
both rendered yourfelves miferable for the remain-^ 
<ler of your days/' 



FABLE LI. 
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FABLE LI. • 
The Ktng-fifiier and the Sparrmo. 

AS a King-fifher was fitting beneatH'tKe fii'aJe,' 
upon the banks of a river, (he was furprifed 
on a fudden by the fluttering of a Sparrow that 
had eloped from the neighbouring town, tovifit 
her. When the firft compliments were over, 
" How is it poffible," £aid the Sparrow, " that a 
bird fo finely adorned can thinlc of fpending all 
her days in the very dtpth of retirement ! The 
golden plumage of your breaft, the (hining zzutc 
of your pinions, were never given you to be con- 
cealed, but to attraft the wonder of beholders. 
Why then fhould you not endeavour to know the 
world, and be at the fame ritne, yourfelf, bo[h 
known and admired ?" You are very complaifant 
at lead, replied the King-fiflier, to conclude that 
my being admired, would be thc' confequence of 
my bving ktftv^. But it has fomctimes been- my 
L 5 lot. 
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Jp^, lo the lontfome valleys that I frequent, tp hear 
the complaints of hMuty that has been n^gleded ; 
and of worth that has been defpifed. PoiHbly it does 
^ot always happen, that even fuperior excellence li 
foun4 to- excite admiration, or to obtain encou- 
ragement. I have learned beiides, not to build mj 
bappinefs upon the opinion of others, fo much as 
upon felt-convi£Uon, an4 the ^probatipn of m) 
own heaf t. Remeqpiber, I am ^ K-ing-iiiher ; thefe 
woods and ftreams are my delight ; and fo long 25 
they are free from winds' and teinpefts, believe me, 
I am perfe<Stly content with my fitnation* Wht 
therefore Oiould I i^ovirt the noife ^nd bulHe of the 
world, which I find fo little agreeable to my na- 
tive difpofition i It may be the joy of a Sparrow 
to indulge his curiofity, and to difplay his elo- 
quence. I, for my part, love filence, privacy, 
and contemplation ; and think that every one 
ihould confult the native bias of his temper, before 
be chobfes the way of life in which he experts to 
mtet with happinef^» 
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7fe £"« and- tht^.Spider^ 

ON the leave* itii floyers of the fame fhrufr 
a Spider and"a"Bee purfueil their feverai 
eccupacioiis : the one covering htr thighs witlv 
honey ; the other diftending his bag with poi- 
fon. The Spider, as he glanced his eye ob- 
liquely at the Bee, was ruminating with fpleen- 
on the fupcriority of her produflions- And how 
happens it, faid he, in a pecvilh tone, that I ann 
able to coiled nothing but poifon from the fclf- 
lame plane that fupplies thee with honey ? My 
pains and induitry are not lefs than chine ; in thofe 
refpecls we are each indtifatigablc. It proceeds- 
only, replied the Bee, from the diftercnt difpofi- 
L 6- tioO' 
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tion ot. our patufc ;, mine pves.2 pl^afing flavour 
•to every thiufrl touch, whereas thine converts- ta 
poifon, what b^ ft different procefs had been the 
pureft honey. 
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FABLE I. 

The Trees and the Bramble* 

CT^HE moji wortblifs pirfons are generally the mo^ 
prefuming* 

FABLE II. 

The Frogs, defiring a King. 

'T/i better to hear with fime defUls in a mili ani 
gentle government^ than to rifqm the greater evils^ 
of tyranny andperfecution. 

FA B L E IIL 

The Belly and the Limbs. 
*Tss a filly even to wijh to withhold our part from the 
fupport of civil government. 

FABLE IV. 

The Wolf and the Shepherds. 
JET/ feverely cenfure that in others^ which we our^ 
/elves pra^ife without fcruple. 

F A B L E V. 

The Fox and the Swallow. 

JTt Jhould well confider, whether the removal of * 
frefent evil does not tend to introduce a greater. 



INDEX. 

FABLE Vr. 

The Fox and the Raven. 

Wherever flattery gaim admtjjiony it feems to bemijk 
CGmmon'-fenfem 

FABLE VIL 

The Fox and the Stork. 

We Jhould always refie£t^ before we rally anothery 
whether we can bear to have the j^Jl retorted. 

FA B L B Vm. , 

The Daw with borrowed Feathers. 

To aim at figure by the means either of borrowed tvrtj 
or borrowed money^ generally fubje£is us at loft to 
tenfold ridituk, 

F A B L E IJT. 

The Wolf and the Lamb. 

They who do not feel the fentiments of humanity will 
feldom lijlen to the pleas of reafon. 

FABLE X. 

The Mountain in Labour. 

Ta ratfe uncommon expi^iativm^ renders an ordinary 
event ridiculous* 

FABLE XL . 

The Boys and the Frogs. 

'TVx unju^ and cruel to raife ourfelves' mirth at the 
expence of another s peace and happimfs. 

F A B L E ' XiL 

The Lark and her Young ones. 

We Jhould rely principally, upon our own diligence^ ttt 
matters that concern ourfelves alone. 



INDEX. 

FABLE Xlir. 
The Stag drinking. 
We often make a falfe efiimats in preferring our'm^ 
' namenial talents to our ufefulonts. 

FABLE XIV, 
The Swallow and other Birds. 
Some will lijlen to no conviaion but what they, derive 
from fatal experience. 

FABLE XV. 

The Afs and the Lap-dog. 
The attempt to recommend ourfehes hy a behavimr fi*^ 
reign to our charaSier^ is vain and ridtculom. 

FABLE XVI. 

The Lion and the Moufe. 
m may all need the affifiance of our inferiors ; Onif 
Jhould hy no means confider the meaneji anwng thet» 
as wholly incapable of returning an obligation^ 

FABLE XVIL 
The Wolf and the Crane. 
*Tis the tetmojl extent of fome men's gratitude^ barely 
to refrain from opprepig and injuring their bene^ 
factors. 

FABLE XVIIL 

The Countryman and the Snake. 
% confer either power upon the mifchievousy or fa* 
vours oji the undeferving^ is a mtfappHcation of our 
benevolence* 

FABLE XIX. 

The Dog and the Shadow. 
Jn over^reedy dlfpofition often fubje^ii us to lofe what 
we already pojjefs* 



INDEX. 

FABLE XX. 
The ,Sun and the Wind. 

Centle meansy on: many occafiont^ art mere effeStm, 
than violent -oms. 

FA B L E XXr. 

The Wolf ^and the MaftifE 
A mere competence- with liberty ^ is preferable iofervi' 
tude amidihe greatejl affuence. 

F ABLE XXII. 

Fortune and the School-boy. 
We are always ready to cenfure fortune fir the - H 
effe£is of our own careleffnefz, 

FABLE XXIIL 

. .The Frog and the Ox. 
T^he filly ambition to vie with our fi4periors^.tn *r/- 
^ard to outward figure^ rather than inward atcom^ 
piiJhmentSy is often the caufe. of utter ruin* 

FABLE XXfV. 
The Lion and other Beafts hunting. 
jfn ajfociation with too powerful allies is always im-^ 
prudent* 

F: A B L E XXV^. 

The Ant and the Fly. 
^e independence acquired by indujlry is preferable /# 
the mofl f^endidfiate of vaffalage* 

FABLE XX VL 

The Bear and the two Friends. 

towards are incapable of true friendjhiff 

FABLE XXVII. 
The Bull and the Gnat. 
The kq/f conjiderable of all mankind are feldom dejtl^ 
lute of fetf-importanu^ 
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FABLE XXVIII. 

The Wafps and the Bees. 
*7?x a folly to arrogate ^orks to our/elves of whiA 
we are by no means capable. 

« 

FABLE XXJX. 

The Old Man and Death. 
Men under calamity may feem to wijh for Deaths but 
tbeyfeldom bid him welcome when hefaret them in 
the face. 

FABLE XXX. 

The Court and the Country Moufe. 
Poverty with peace is preferable io the greatejl affu^ 
$nce amidjl anxiety. 

• FABLE XXXI. 

The Fox and the Goat. 
Whin we an going to encounter difficulties^ we fhouU 
depend more upon our $wn ftrength than the af» 
J0ance of our neighbourly 

FABLE XXXn. 

The Farmer, the Cranes, and the Stork. 
they who keep bad company muft often expedf U fuffit 
for the mijbehaviour of their companions. 

FABLE XXXIIL 

The Oak and. the Wiljow. 
l^e courage of meeting death in an honour abh eaufi^ 
is more commendable than any addrefs or artifice wi 
can make-ufe of to evade it. 

FABLE XXXIV. 

The Boy and the Filberts* 
The furefl way to gain our ends is to moderate our' 
dejfires. 



INDEX. 

FABLE XXXV. 

The Satyr and tlte Travellee. 

^ Jh&uld immediately, decline ail commerce with i 
per/en whom tve find to he a doubU^dealer^ 

FABLE XXXVL 

The Horfe and the Scag^ 

het revenge be ever fe frueety *tis t^ ieetr * fursh^ 
ett the price of liberty.^ 

FABLE XXXVIL 

The Farmer and his Sonl^. 

htdujlry it itfelf a trenfure* 

FABLE XXXVIIL 

The Lion and the Gnat*. 

I^iffle minds are ft mueh elevated byt any erdvinrtifgt 
^gained over tbeir fuferiors^ that they etre often 
thrown off their guard againft a fudden change oj 
fortune, 

FAB L E XXXIX- 

The Mifer and his Treaf«r& 

*Tis the enjoyment of tvhat iiOe ptiffifs tbat:aliine gives 
it any real vahte*. ^ 

FABLE XL, 

MiherVa*s OliVe. 

Whatever fancy may deter mine^ thtflanding value oj 
all things is in proportion to their ufe. 

f A B L E XLL . 

The Mimick and the Countryman. 

There is no error too extravagant for prepoffef^n and 
pariiality,^ 



INDEX. 

FABLE XLIL 
The Dog and the Crocodile. 

7^s iVir ianwiY4Ui U hi long c^mtrfant with ptrfons 
of a bad dharu^it. 

FABLE XLIIL 

The Wolf in Difguife. 

Thers wfkld b$ iktU thmu of ditefiing kyppcr}/^ 
Wire it not always addiHed t9 tVir^aH iti part* 

FABLE XLIV. 
The Bee and the Spider. 

N/ither ing^Hmiy mr U^rmng en intiiM U ngard^ 
but in pr0f$rtiPH as thiy €9Htribut4 t9 tbi happimfi 
cf life. 

FABLE XLV. 

The Afs and his Matter. 

J^arice often mijes its pointy thro* the means it ufet 
tQ fecur^ it, 

FABLE XLVL 

The Cock and the Fox. 

% * 

To retort tSe artifice employed again/! us is an allo%»^ 
able pari of f elf- defence, 

FABLE XLVIL 

The Eagle and the ,Crow. 

Afalfe ejiimate of our own abilities ever ixpdfes U3 
to ridicule^ and fometimes to danger* 

FABLE XLVIIL 

The Farmer and the Stag. 

Some expe£f the thanks that are due tc a eivHity"^ 
while they endeavour clandejiinely to undermine thet 
value of it. 



INDEX. 

P A B L E XLIX. 

The Lion, the Tyger, and the Fox;^ 

TTje tntemperati rdge of clients gives the latvyer 
opportunity ofJJeizing the property in difpuie. 

F A B L E: L* 

The Lion and the A/s*. 

J total negleB is the heft return the generous <an niL 
tp the frurrility of the baft 0^ 

FABLE LL^ 

The Snake and the Hedge- hog. 

*2Ji ever imprudent to join inttrejls with thofe «t 
eire able Jo. impafe upon us iheir o%un eonditiom*^ 

F A B L E. LIL 

The Trumpeter. 

13/ fomenter of mifchief is at leaft as culpable ay 
vAo puts it in execution. 

E A B LE LIIL. 
Vice and Fortune. 

fortune J without the concurrence of vice j cannot e. 
f equally deftroy our happinefs : whereas vice^ wit 
9ut the help of fortune^ can make us miferable 
the laji extremity.'^ 

FABLE LIV. 
The Bear and the Bees. 

^Twere more prudent to acquiefce under an inju* 
from ajingte perfoUy than by an aSi of vengean 
to bring upon us the refentment of a iiAokco^ 
munity. 

I>N D E 



INDEX 

T O T H B 

SECOND BOOK, 

FABLE I. 

The Miller, his Son, and their Afs. • 
^CrlS better ta purfue the dilates of one's own redf 
-^ forty than attempt to pleafe all mankind. 

F A B L E II. 

The Sorcerefs. 

There are numhnrs of people who would unhinge thi 
tvorldy to eafe themfelves of the fmaUeJl inconve" 
nience* 

FABLE IIL 

The Cameleon. 

The different lights in which things appear to different 
judgments, r^cammtnd candour to the opinions of 
others^ eviu at the time that we retain our own* ^ 

T A B L E IV. 

The Wolf and the Lamb. 
The young and artlefs Jhould make caution fupply thi 
place of years ana experience, 

F A B L E V. 

The Fox and the Bramble* 

We Jhould hear with patience a fmall ivil^ when it if 
conm^ed with a greater £9od. 



^ N D E X. 

FABLE VI. 

The Falcon and the Hen. 

t>tfferent kinds of experience account for dS/Fem 
kinds of condu6i. ^ 

FABLE VIL 

The Travellers and the Money-bag. 
tVe cannot reafonahly expeSf thofe to bear a part I 
our iii'fGrtuney whom we never permitted to Jhar 
in our profperity. 

FABLE VIIL 
The difcontented Afs. 

fTe greatly dimlni/h the happinefs of life^ hy under 
valuing all that is Jhort of perfe£fion. 

FABLE IX. 
The two Springa. 
There is more to be expected from fedate and Rlenh 
than from noify^ turbulent^ and ojlentatious begin^ 
nings. 

FABLE X. 

The Rofe and the Butterfly. 

li^e exchim loudly againjl that inconflancy in another 
to which we give occafton by our own* 

FABLE XL 

The Tortoife and the two Ducks. 

Curiojity often excites thofe people to hazardous under* 
takings^ whom vanity and indifcreiion render totai^ 
unfit for them* 

FABLE XIL 

The Cat and the old Rat. 

* 

Repated inflances of -artifice creati afuf^mn^ that 
is our guard agatnfi it. 



INDEX. 
FABLE XUh 

The Country-maid and her Milk-pail. 

TP^ben we dwell much on dijlant and chimerical ad-* 
vantages i we negleSi our prefent hufinefiy and art 
expofed to real misfortunes, 

F A R L E XIV. 

The Cormorant and the Fiflies. 
^3lfj extreme folly to tijk advice of an inter ejhd aiviftf^ 

FABLE XV. 
The Atheift and th« Acorn* 

He 'fJoho difputes the exijience of a Deity^ will find 
hitnfelf confuted hy every part of nature* 

FABLE XVL 

The Lynx and the Mole* 

fp^e Jhould ufe the talents that are allotted^ and are mojt 
fuitable to our fpecies \ inftead of difpar aging ihofi 
faculties y that are as properly adapted ta anotMr* 

FABLE XVIL 
The. Spider and the Silk-yrorm. 

He that is employed in works of ufe generally advan^ 
tages himfelf or others ; while he who toils alone 
for fame muji often expe£l to lofe his labour* 

, FABLE XVIIL 
The Bee and the Fly. 

^e greatefl genius with a vindiSfive temper is far 
fur faffed in point ofhappinefs hy men of talents lefs 
conjiderable. 

FABLE XIX. 

Genius, Virtue, and Reputation. 

there are few things fo irreparably lojl^ as reputation. 



INDEX. 

FABLE XX- 

The Court of Death. - 

JnUmperance is the great and original caufei thaT 
-nerally Jhortens human life, 

FABLE XXL 

Indtiftry and Sloth. 

Our term af life doe^s not tUlow time fer Jong p 
traced deliberations. -* 

FABLE XXIL 
The Hare's Ears. 

Jl prudent perfon will net only preferve his tnnocenc^^ 
but avotd the confequence of any feeming handle he 
may afford to his opprejor. 

FABLE XXIIL 

The Hermit and the Bear. 

The random zeal of inconfiderate friends is often as 
hurtful <is the wrath of enemies. 

FABLE XXIV. 
The Paffenger and the Pilot. 

We are no where out of the reach of Prifvidena^ ef* 
ther to punijb or to protect us. 

FABLE XXV. 

The partial Judge. 

The injuries we do, and thofe wefuffirj are feldom 
weighed in the fame fcale^. -■ '- 

FABLE XXVI. 

The Fox that had loft hrs Tail. 

Tss common for men to wijh others reduced to thei ^ 
own level ; and we ought to guard againfl fitch ad^ 
vice as may proceed from this principle^ 

5 



I N D E X^ 

FABLE XXVn. 
The Nobleman and his Sam 

Vh^mam Juggifted iy fuperfiitim tofeeun usfrm 
, k msfonmm tfttn krhg if upon our heads. 

FABLE XXVIlt 

Jupiter and the Herdfman. 

fVere 9tM^ ill-judged grayer 5 H be always granted^ ioi0 
\r. many wovJd be ruined ^t their own rejuejf I 

FABLE XXIX. 
The Eagle and the OwK 

The par^lity of ^rents often makes themf elves ridU 
'f' fiulousy and ihetr children unhappy . 

FABLE XX3p. 

Tlie Plague amopig tbe Be«,({s« 

JJ# p<r fnd heiplefs m(hrgp ihetfe pmiflmems for^ 
fmall and trivial effencis^ whict the rich apdpower^ 
Jul efcapej for crimes ofn much blacktr nature. 

FABLE XXXL 
The Cat, the Cock» and the young Moafe. 
It is met f^4 tie tr^fi U mtward ^pearassces^ 

FABLE XXXII. 

The Faimer attd his Dog. 

Vhe gftetMf rMH ibeire espfuurs far refenimint^ the 
more curefolfiould we be not to accufle an innocent 
ferfon. 

FABLE XXXIIL 
TkeGaaCittidtheBee* . 

Men e^etopikte to litth furpofe^ vihem their emm mt^ 
^Mv^ confutoi their argument* 

84 
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I N D E X. 
F A 3 L E XXXIV. 

The Owl and the Eagle. 

ifiprr^w minds think tkefyftem of the univ^rji jlr. 
have betn contrived to Juif thmfelves al^ne* 

FABLE ^XXV. 
The fick Lion, the Fox, and the Wolf. 

J^eny who meditate mif chief fuggejl the fame I 
others \ and generally pay dear for their /rawaf' 
gratifications* 

FABLE XXXVr. 

The Blind Man and the Lame. 

The wants and weaknejfes of individuals form the 
annexions of fociety. 

FABLE XXXvn. 

The Lion, the Bcrfr, the Monkey, and the Fox. 

^jiisofenmorw fruSent to fupprefs ^ur Jehtiments^ 
- than either to flatter of to rail. 

FABLE XXXVIIL 

The' Owl and the Nightingale. 

'7?j natural for a pedant to defpife thofe arts which 
folijh our manners, and t^uld extirpate pedantry* 

FABLE XXXIX. 

; The Ant and the Caterj)il]ar« 

"Bhys of no very prwmfmg appearance often becomx tbi 
* greateft men. 

FABLE XL. 

The two Foxes. 

ffe Jhould ever guard againjl thofe vices, that an 
Mefly incident to our times of life : excefi am 
riot J whiljiwe are^oung \ and egregious parftmtn^^ 
as we grow in years* 
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r N I> E 3^. 

FABLE Xm. 

The conceited Owl. 

Schemes Qf ambition^ tvithut proper takt^Sf^ ^itvJfff 

UrminaU in difgrace. t 

FAB L K XLIL 

TJie Fox and the Cat. 

Pirfins nmy write fim .fyft$mi ofm9rality^ wha.nev& 
pra£}i/ed a Jingle virtu€^. 

FABLE XLIIL 

The Two Horfes* 

^'e9ij£fftf $ur pride, is often the caufe of ewrmfr 
fortunes* 

FABLE Xtl Y: 

The Dove Mid the Anfr^ ^^ ,. • ir 

The moft important aSlions are oftek ppr formed hy, the 
. mo/i unHkefy inftrumiwtSm, 

FAB L E XLV. 

The Parrot. 

Gratfity^ tho^ fometimes the mien ofwifdom^ is often 
found to be the majk of ignorance. 

FABLE XLVL 

The Cat and the Bat. 

h is eafy to fiiid reafons to jujlify any thing we ari 
inclined to do* 

FABLE XLVIL 

The two Lizards. 

The fuperior fafety of an ohfcure and humhU jtatioHj 
it a balance for the honours of high and envied hf- . 

M 2 



INDEX. 

FABLE XLVni. 

Jupftcr's Lottery* 

Pilfyj p^i ^ith m$n fir wi^d$m^ fnatff each ar^ 
tinuiviith hh own Jhare of^gnderfiskding^ 

FABLE XLIX. 

The litigious Casts, 

Thifcak^ rf JmUtature att fdihm fdfeiy tiii litth 
§r mtbing nmains in iithMr* 

FABLE L» 

Xh^tw^Dogs^ 

Omr mm mtdttoikn vaiil mt ft&tn «x frm, dijtkr* 
hanuy if we conned ourfiivts wiii mnffi^r* 
iulent and litigious dtfpojitiom. 

F A B L £ LI^ 

Death uA Cupid* 

Tii y9ungjh99tldn$i aifaiHm* ^. mfNt MmpfJ^om^ 
Diath I nor the §ld forget to guard again/l tbo 
fooUriis ofLiTOt. 

FABLE LIL 

. Th« Mack-bird. 

JUdiculi appears with a very ill graa^ inptrfm 
who po£eJi no one taUtit hefide. 

FABLE LIlL 

The Spefiacles. 

Our opinions of things are altogether as various^ as if 
each faw V>ern thro' a dijferent medium ; our at- 
tachmeni to thrfe topinims us pdtd Hind firm^ as if 
M faw ibm ibro" tke t^uit^^ ^rutb. 

* * 
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FAB L E L, 
The Red-breaft and the Sparrow.- 

TM IT AT ION may he pardonahk^ vihrimu^ 
•^ ' lotion will h pr^utnp^H^us^ . 

« 

« 

E A B L E II. 

■ The two Bees. ' ■ 

JtfoAration and intemperance reward and punijbihem'* 
felves^ » 

E A B L E HI. 

The Diamond and the Glow-worm. 

A'firang punt of light ii as favourable to merits ct 
it is deftru£iive. to impojhire. 

E A B L, E IV.. 
Th^ Oftrlch and the Pelican. 

The pleaCures of parental fondnefs make large amends 
for all its anxieties^ * 

FA B L E V. 

The Hounds in Couples, 

Mutual compliances- are nectjfary to matrim&nial hap'- 

F A B Lf E VI. 

• * 

Tbr Mifer and the Majpye. 

Afen are feldom found to condetnn ihenifelves* cther^ 
VJtfe than hy the cenfure, they pa js upon thtlr our: 
faults in ether people. 



INDEX. 

FABLE VH. 

The ScnfitiTC Pbntted the Thiftlc. 
Both a mild iijpofitiont and a ^nii0ive UmptTy gt- 

F A i L E VIIL 

The Poet and the Death-watch^ 

Tbi fuggiffions •/ Ptmty ari 4i Mkfi^ iis thofe «/ 

FABLE %SL \ 

Py tkngoeis «Rd: the Critic* 

7f ifitmett the iv^ris of Hhirs fy ibMfiUftmiari if 
Hur'9wn concepiims is ahve^ pnfimi^imms^ 0ni 
ifUn ridiculous. 

FABLE X. 
The Bean 

Jtelighus opinions art By no means the prtfif ti^^t 
of ridicult. 

PA B LE XL 

' The Stork and the Crow* 

Wt fiould never place the ejfente of rdigitn in ^ 
mere obfervanci of rites e^nd ceremonies* 

F A B L £ XIL 
Echo and tb^ Ovlw , 

7%if vain believe their imaginarj ferfe^i^ tngi^o/l 
the attention, of all maniind. { ■ 

FAB L £ ^ XIH.^ 

T^iHeffimg ^ofhefe is" better adapted U ihtj^m^ 
OBortals^ than the gift of frefcienU* 
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ft u harSfpvjS^h:t$ 40pri^Makv^nci of^Vffy- H^ :\ 

FABLj: XV-^ 

The Butterfly, the Snail, and tKe Bee. 

Fo^ maf hea/l ofthiir exUnJive travels^ but ^tis only 
a few difcerning perfons fiat make a proper uji df 
them. 

FABLE XVt. 

The Tttberde and the Sun-flower, 

Xo Tifpih jiami cmufis^ uiithut r^innciU thiprfl^ - 
is both impifius and abfurd. 

V h^l.'S. XVIt. 

Tfce Magpye and the Raven. 

Thtffp who prides himftlfttpon a large acquaint ana 
is but fd£fm capabUoftfalfrhndflipv • ,\ 

TABLE XVIIL 

The Diainond and the Loadftone. 

Tki greatifft mofit it often tfmtahd mtdor ^ mofi 
unpromifing ^ppe0rancis^ . 

TABLE XIX. " 

The Boy and the Nettle. 

fhrt art nrtatm ftrflms fvbo reqMtr^ to bt treated ra-^ 
theruMf^tmHlr9f9iirtiott%tksmfititrJim4tri]^^^ . 

or delicacy. 

FABLE : XX. , 

The Monfter.in the Sun. . 

■ 

The fault we many times impute to a charaSiTf if oily 
to be found in the mind etf the obfirver* 



J 



I H & m X, 

FABLE XXI. 
The difcontented Bee. 

, . - . • 

Slitpkafuris of life would be a balance Jortbt paissy 
** Jid we not tricreafe the latier by our own p^ayerji- 

«^> ' 

FABLE XXIL. 
The Snipe-fliooter. 
^e often tnifs our point by dividingonr attentiotu 

FABLE XXUL 
The Beggar and hrs Dog. 

*37x mifery to depend upon patrons^ whofe circumftanu^ 
make their charity ncce£ary at home^ 

F A B L E XXIY. 

The Sun and the Vapour. 

Tr44tby though vanifljedy returns agmn\ Jlander^ii 
never of a durable nature* 

E A B L E XXV. 

Love and Fo^ly. 

Folly, has often too great an influence* in tie dire^Un 
of our amours* 

FABLE XX VL 

' The EclJpfe, ' . ' 

^e favours cfiht great oreAoo Jiften obftruSed by tbt 
' invu^us officis if their mean MpeaiidaniiSk 

FAB L E XXyiL 

The Foy and the Butterfly. 

. . ^Anjmms^derate purfuit ofpleafui'e is generally defir.uc* 
' ■ t;W of its obje^. ' 



I N D K X. 

FABLE XXVm. 
The Toad and the Ephcmeron. 

A lossy reUmcf ^n the axfttfuity of a famlj is fyfiir 
lefs bomuraiUe than an hontji tndufiff* 

FAB L E XXIX. 

The Peacock. 

^hi paradi md cirfiHQny helmging to the great ar^ 
often a rejlraint upon thiir frttdom and aiUviij^ 

F A » L J; KXX. 
T^ Fly m St. Paul's Cupola. 

tKiJh0f»id niV9f 0ftimaii ibingf htpnd ounf rtaA^ if 
tbi narrow fiandard tf cur own capacitUs* 

FABLE XXXL 
The Elm- tree and Ae Vine. 
foopU who pridi thtmfilvtt^ upon tbelr independtnci^ 
often flight ceconomyy the file foundation ofit^ 

FABLE XXXIL 
The, La^uruftiaus and the Role. 
that friend is highly to be refpe^edat all timeSrWboft 
friendjbip is ehiefyjijiinguijbed in aduerftty. 

FABLE XXXIIL 
The ScnfUive-plaat and the Palm-tree. 

Jn exciji of delicacy ieube co^fidered rMber ai^ M^ 
infirmity than as es virtue*^ 

F ABLE XXXIV. 
The Tenty rite$ and the Ichneumon. 

tTe sok^r mof^ e^ih at firji with facility^ whidl 
being long negle^ed become infurmountabie* 






INDEX. 

FABLE XXXV. 
The Tulip and' the ' Rofe. 

£jeiir^4il beauty will often captivate j bui 'W into 
ngl merit that Jecures the conquijl, 

FABLE XXXVL 

The Woodcock «nd the MftlhrcT*. 

A voracious appetite^ and a fondnefi f$r dai^uu 
equally take off our attention , from, jn^r^^ materU* 
concerns. 

F A B L E XXXVIL 

The Trouts and tMe Gudgc<tti. 

d ferfon can hardly he deemed too cautious^ where the 
firjl mijiake is irretrievabky or fataU 

FABLE XXXVIII. 

The Stars and the Sky-rocket* 

pretenders to merit are ahaa^s more vain than thtfe 
who really faffefs it ^ 

FABLE. XXXIX- 

The Farmer and'his three Enemies. 

Humility extenuatj^ any crime^ of which hypocri^ 
and. impudence, are equal aggravationiM 

FABLE XL. 

The Snail and the Statue. 

*37j the fate of envy to attack thoft charaSfers. that 
' are fuperior to its malice*. ". . 

FABLE XLI. 

The Water-fell. 

A. generous nature will find refources in aecenom^^ 
for the occafional exertion of beneficence and hcfpk^ 
tality* 
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I N D E X. 

' > 

F A B L £ XLII. 
TJhc Oak and. thc^ Sycamopp* 

HewbQ is pMffedMp with tie leqfijrale p/ pr^Jpitiiy^ 
will asfuddenlyjtnk[btn€atb.the bla^s pfmbfrr-^ 
,4une. . ., 

FABLE XLIIL. 

The Wolf and the Shepherd's Dog. 

Zlomman honefty is a letter principle than what we 
often compliment with the name of heroifm. 

FABLE XUV. 

The Mufhroom and the Acorn. 

The man who values himfelf too highly upon, his iirthp 
Jfas/eliiom much claim to any other merit* 

.. FABLE KLV. 
Wifdora and Cuqning. 

Cunning feems to differ from wjfdomy more in the end 
that it propofes to itfelf^ than in the means that it 

employs. 

' FABLE XLVL 
The Toad and the Gold-fifb« 

Beauty^ joined with innocence^ Is umverjally refPeSled\ 
malice y added to deformity^ is univerfally abhorred. 

FABLE XLVIL 
TTfie Hermit. 

^e goodnefs of Providence^ apparent in his worh^ 
is a proper motive for our tranquillity amidji every 
.exertion of his power. 

FABLE XLVIIL 
The Dove. 

The love of liberty^ in well^conftituied minds^ holds 
a place Rttle infrrior to that of natural affection. 



I N D E X- 

FABLE XLIXT- 

The Nightingale and the Bullfinch* 

Z^rning is undoubtedly rf the vmafl advanlap 
THtl genius : yet^ when fut in e^mpstition^ i 
funds of the one are limited \ and of tht ether i 
exbaujlihle. 

FABLE L. 

The Fighting Cocks and the Turkey. 

Litigious per fins feldom conftder^ before they go 
Jaw J whether the conqueft will be worth tb€ coft. 

FABLE LL 

The King-fi/her and the Sparrow. 
MerCs natural tempers will beji dtreSf^ them to ihir 
proper fphere in the purfutt of happinefsn 

FABLE LIL 

The Bee and the Spider. 

Tl)e candid reqder will reap improvement ^ where thi 
frowMrd critic JMs only matter ef cenfurtm 
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